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Exhibit represents new direction for artist

‘The palntings on display In the
Farmington Library Quiet Room
thls month represent a new direction
for aritst Allee A. Nichols,

The picces contaln some of the
traditlonal subjects Nichols has
loved for ycars, but then depart tnto
playful patterns of design.

“I began to paint In what I call a
more playful spirlt last year while
my husband Don was on sabbatical,”
sald Nlehols. “I have painted very
traditlonally since my days of teach-
er training and whea you teach you

‘Irises' by Alice Nicols is a new work that
shows the artist’s trend toward patterns of de-

follaw a more academic direction.

“We were In Tennessee while Don
(Oakland Community College dean)
was wrlting hls book which Ls a so-
clal history of 1960s and 70s. We
didn’t have our usual teaching pres-
sures.”

The most reallstic plece in the ex-
bibit Is “Bubbles,” a watereolor por-
trait of her son Tim snorkellng In o
peol. The ripples In the water and
the varylng color arcas show the
strong patterns of design evident in
1he other pleces on display.

~

The pleces, “Perky Mums” and
“Border Bovine,” are realistically
palnted but have unusual maiting
techniques. Cut fabric has been at-
tached to the mat area and interacts
Into the patnted arca.

“Lacey Floral,”" which carned an
honerable mentlon In a recent Farm-
inglon Artlst Ciub exhiblt, has bou-
quet elements and an Inlerwoven
textural patiern design painted Into
the watercolor,

“One night after class I began
looking at the flowers and palmed

sign, The piece is now on exhibit in the Quiet
Room of Farmington Branch Library.

Yessian studio keeps expanding

Elfective February, 1990, Yessian
Music will expand Uts studio opera-
tion to 24 track-midi service with
three on staff hesists for video-

Recently, Yesstan has scored
three nattonal spots for TV:
Heartbeat of Chevrelet™ and AC Del-
ts™ through Campbell

post. Additienal equipment has been
installed such as the emulator 3 and
M-I which contain a myriad of sound
from the synclavier and fairlight
systems,

co
Ewald; and “Oldsmobile Edge” and
Leo Burnett USA.

Other music Includes national and
regional radio and television for
“Mr. Turkey,” the Detrolt News-JOA
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and White Castle.

In the past several years the mu-
sic company has breught business to
Michigan with a variety of out state
advertising agencles, primarily from
the east and Midwest.

With a total staff of 12, Dan Yes-
slan Music Is in Farmington Hills,
established In 1971.
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591-0900 Wayne County !
852-3222 Rochester/Avon |
|
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CANTERBURY LANE at Peachwood Inn

Specializing in care
for older adults
suffering from
Alzheimer's Disease
and other dementias.

CANTERBURY LANE at Peachwood Inn

3500 West South Boulevard, Rochester Hills

852-7800
Tours by appointment, Monday-Friday

one, then another, then another onto
the watercolor board, bul not as a
typleal bouquet. 1 noted the textured
tablecloth and added R here and
there around the floral shapes. It
was a tatally unplanned happening
and really fun,” said the artlst.

EACH YEAR Nichols does a trib-
ute patnting of poppics in honor of
Georgia O'Keefe and water lillies In
honor of Cluude Monet.

“Poppy Tuo." a triptych repre-
sents her aduwration of O'Keefe. It
was accepled in the recent Helen De
Roy Foundation jurivd exhibit un
Orchard Ridge Campus, Oakland
Community College.

Two picces, “Happy Time" and
“Beyond My Garden' show Tennus-
see influence. The Nichols summer
studio is on a mountain overlooking
Sequatchie Valley and the small
town of Pikeville. The valley is laid
out In patierns of color and shapes
with farms, fields, trees and a moun-
tain range beyond. Those patterns
are reflected in these two pieces and
the larger piece called “Irises,”

Nichols still has some traditional
paintings in her repertoire as well.

“I have a collection of photos from
30 years of travel and each one gives
diffcrent inspiration,” she said.

Nichols just delivered five large
paintings to Gerald Potter, principal
of Farmington High School, as a gift
to horor the school's 100th anniver-

sary. The painlings are very tradl-
tional In siyle. Three are a scasonal
trio in oll, “Fal)," “Winter," and
“Summer." The other Lwo are acryl-
les with building subjects from her
travels, “Sittin’ Place” and “The Red

The schoo) holds many tmemorics
for the 1956 graduate. She and her
husband met at Farmington High,
bolh returned after college to teach
there and both sons are graduates of
the school.

Nichols collaborated with Lee S,
Peel, retired Farmingten High
School teacher n Illustrating hls
bouk, “Speak Easy, Read Write,”

NOW NICHOLS is teaching at
Royal Qak Campus of Qakland Com.
munity College for Leco Dworkin,
wha Is on sabbatical. Her teaching
toad includes drawing, design and
printmaking.

"The combination Is as challenge
— shifting directions and materials
— but has further stimulated my
new painting explorations. I plan to
continhue the new approach into more
paintings to see where it leads,” she
said.

The shuw will be on exhibit in the
downtown library through late De-
cember. Her palntings can also be
seen at the Earth and Art Gallery in
Milford and in her home studio by
appointment. For information you
can reach her at 4745137,
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Dua to the larga number of exhititors, the Menil-Palme
program

Frea Admission—Open to the Public

On-site Food Concesslons by
ORCHARD LAKE DELI AND RIS

- Sponsored by

The Merrill-Palmer Institute

o

Wayne State University
The Observer & Eccentric

Newspapers

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CALL
(318) 577-5244 ask for Elaine
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Brace/Lederle Community

Education Center
185785 West Ning Mile
Southfield, Michigan

Academic Enrichment » Overnight Summer Camps » Day Camps + Specialty Camps
*Activity Programs «Teen Tours « Student Employment Opportunities

MEET REPRESENTATIVES OF LOCAL AND NATIONAL SUMMER PROGRAMS
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