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Did all the auto companies blow their last chance’? :

There is i great 11 0 at the
cnd of a year coding in i seto to do
one of those “How atxut the 'gus” -
columns, which | was intending 1o
resist. But then | heard that Harry
Stark is retiring

But oddly envugh, few of the uew
cars direetly address the tsaues that
seemed so lmporlant at e end of
the last decade. Led by 2 Japanese
indusiry that dropped all pretense at
conserving either fuel or materi

sane, seeviceable car is deep n the;
bowels of an auto company sume -

We ktow, of course, that 31 takes  where, Just wailing to tuke on the,
time to address these problems, and  world in the next few years. .
ihe hard werk done in the 1980s :
waon't show up on the roads until the 1 hate to think we had our chit -

Uon that has alnost no transporta-
Lop at all

auto talk
Dan

Harry Stark 1 editor of Ward's
Auto Reports, where fur the past 42
years he was worked at putung aut a
newsletter that is one of the few
sources ol hard wnf
auto business taken
industrial comundy

Ward's Reporty iy besl known as
ihe prmury Sl for uuh-mull\c

Caprices wete butlt Last wevk to huw
many intermittent windstield wiper

assemblies werv untalled an Ford

&%h

NicCosh

feet upon the industry.

Harry was well-established when
Danvid E. Davis was still in high
schuol, and his retirement marks the
end of the longest continuous carcer
I autumutive journalism. Pondering
the retirement of someone like Har-
ry Stark is worse than years with

world,

In the 19808, gas prices dropped,
Japatese exports were constrained,
and Europe turned inward to devel.
op some econumic stralegies that
only now are beginning 10 emerge

It would be casy to write off the
1980s as the decade where the US

tmost of the new designs introduced
o

in the 1980s seemi to be tailore:
the psyche of a mid-life crisis
moduen Lamily sedans 2
able cost are scarce i jus
when the baby boomess began hav-
ing bibirs

PLASTICS PROLIFENATY just
when landhills and incinerstion are
becotming amonminental  pational
problems. The sheer techme .JI com
plexity favored by tods

1id- 19905,

Maybe an ecologically

and we blew it in the 1980s.

A team of leasing
professionals offering you
the "Ballas Beneﬁls
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pickups ero in them o get you thinking  auto industry bad the gold ring inits 15 a time bomd waiting to land on the E
R about the past and just where we are  hand and threw it away. Hopelully  people stack with  cight-year ol
ITS ALSO 2 Canule sammary of — now. w's a bit too early to say that for  used cars

hard news and i1~ 1eaders have ben.
efitted a siv vantlh aly e on sto-
Cies that hav e 1o ¢ beasder figst
ashng for Belp i W G
NN N W sy eios thal its
vars needed downmiang, the stuft to
{ront-wheel dowve aad 1he first hint
that the U rtutent was about
to legistale furl coonumy -« issues
that uitnmiately bud o temerdous ef-

IT'S EASY cnough to see thal we
are at a point when all the forebod-
iug of the past decade or so Is com-
ing to pass. There is an echo of vole.
e coming from down some hall in
tune that still is warning about di-
winishing energy resources, clogged
roadways and the enormous econom-
ic growth poteatial of the third

Procrastinators must

By Sid Mitten
special writer

the Youn d Successful,” “How to

sure,

STILL, THE largest ceinvestment
of capital in history in a singte indus-
try took place largely in the §980s
Most US-owned plants were com-
pletely rebuilt and retooled — albeit

y - with  Japanese  stamping
The cars were redesigned,
Ihe engines refurbished

inherit

the offices of Coordinated Financial

Raw speed (i hall dozen curs to
day have top speed i excess of 150
mph} is pursued al odds with Lt
congestion that is tear pazalysis i
the major cities that depend on vars
for basic transportatiun

No manufacturer, even an such
s an Malaysia ot Kogeu, b
addsessed the problem of mobiliang
the 80 percent of 1he wotld ~ papula
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You are like the et ot s vou are
ceady o put the vy ke behind
you and aw.at the v uf the nes
year with great resalye

In making yeur resolutions, how
ever, take sute you b it fall into
the proctastioatam Gap alloded to
by the fullum g prens

Imeant t
u brow

foomip vork teday Hut
Jan e apple
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The seminar, sponsored by the Ob-
server & Eccentrie Newspapers and
Courdinated Financiad Planning, will
be 7-9 pm. Wednesday. Jan. 10, in

Sul Mittra s a professor of
Finance, School of Business at
Qakiund Unprersity and owner of
Coordinated Finaneinl Planning
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Qut 1ts shamg hamd - Nootehat
cotdd o bt g’ al et
T Meant to Do My Wk Fadag”
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© career night

way for you.

Thursdny. Jan 4 Free mtorma H
tion abaut al assistant career ul- i
fered 7 30-8 30 pm 7 Roxhester
Informativn Oaklatd Uarversily D 2

partment of Continmng Fdus ation,
1703120

@ Gmat preparation

Satardays, Jun. 6 20 Prepari-
tion classes fur graduwate ninage:
ment admissiuns test oltered ¥ am
10 4 30 near Rochester Fee $150 [n-
formativn Vakland University Divie
sion of Continuing Filw atton, 370-
3120

© Gre preparation

Saturdays, Jan. & Prepara-
tion classes for g aduate tecords ex
amination be Rin at ¥ neir "u
chester. Fee  $125 Infuttaation
Qakland University Divisia of Cone
tinuing Education, 470 312w

© career night

Morday, Jan. 8 Free infutma-
tion about accountant assstant ca-
reer offered 630730 g near Ro-
chester. Information Qakland Uni-
veesity  Division ol Continuing
Education, 370-3120

@ builders association

Monday, Jun. 8 - Sermnat to help
builders and their sales peaple be.
gins at 10 am at the kaingsley Inn,
1475 N. Woodward, Bleomfield Hidls.
Non-member fee $4 Information
737-4477. Sponsor  Builders Associa-
tion of Southeastern Michigan

© production technology

Tuesday, Jan. 9 - Frev informa
twn about newest production and in-
ventory control technologies offered
6 30-7.30 p m. near Rochester. Infor-
mation Dakland University Division
of Continuing Education, 370-3120.

© Birmingham chamber

Tuesday, Jan. 9 - Bicmingham-
Bloomtield Chambder of Commerce
meets at 730 am at the Baldwin
Public Library, 300 W. Merrill, Bur-
mingham. Topic “What? Me Worry?
A Tax Gulde for 1990 “ Nun-inember
fee: $12. Infucmation G644 1700,

© legal nasistants

Tuesday, Jea, 9 — Perxanal as-
sessment inventary for entry into lee
gal assistant dlploroa program of-
{ered 7:30-9:30 p m. near Hochester,
Fee: $25. Information” Oakland Unl-
versity Division of Contlnuing Edu-
cation, $70-3120

© Walver cxams

Tharsday, Jaa. 11 -- Para-accoun-
tant wajver examinations by the
Oakland University Divislun of Con-
Unuing Education will be at 6:30
p.m. at QU near Rochester. Fee is
$10 per cxamination. Reglster by
calllng $70-3120 between 8 a.m. and
$ p.m, weekdays,

They're going out of their

They come from hometowns just like

t's vour Navy.

yours. Men and women dedicating themselves
to serving you and the nation in the U.S. Navy.

So wherever they are, they're out there for you.
Remember...




