Top stor

es

of the ’80s
in OQakiand:

' See related column.

By TIm Richard
stalf wilter

AKLAND'S top stories of
the 1980s will be the top
stories of Lhe 1990s. That's

because the coumty of 1.1
million is caught up in massive
changes involving masses of people.

1, The D Word. The "805 opened
with double-digit unemployment, but
investors in bigh-tech industry and
offices found Oakland in a burry. A
high-tech belt stretches from Auburn
Hills, Rochester Hills, Troy, South-
field, Farmington and Novi out to
Ann Arbor. Two-thirds of all new of -
fices in Michigan were going up in
Oakland.

Late in the decade, neighborhood
groups in a dozen towns were blow-
ing the whistie on development ~
the D word. They were talking
against traffic, overloading the in.
frastructure, shuiting out the sun-
light with blgh-rises. Even County
Executive Dan Murphy, whe pro-
moted much of the growth, spoke out
against urban sprawl. That kind of
1alk is likely to get louder,

2. Traffic. "We are at 110 to 120
percent of capacity on our maln
roads,” said Rochester councilman
Tom Werth, who sces no benefit to
his elder town from a megamall in
Auburn Hills and the Oakland Tech-
nology Park. There was an almost
universal fecling that two-lane roads
couldn't handle rush-hour traffic.
The state provided only one method
of raising local road improvement
money, and volers In 1988 rejected a
vehicle registration fee 41,

The *80s provided no solutlon, and
the issue of the '90s will be how to
manage — not cven plan for — the
growth that already has occurred.

3. County home rule. Not from
John Grubba, managing director of
the Oakland Road Commission.
OCRC got some county general fund
in the '30s but wants much more.

Executive Murphy Is eyeing a
home-rule charter under which the
OCRC could be absorbed by general
government and public works could
be consolidated. Murphy won't budg-
ot money for roads unless the execu-
tive can contre) where it goes. Will
the roag commission be willing to
pay the political price?

4. 1-696. For 30 years, the cross-
town suburban Ireeway was stalled
by arguments. As the 1980s dawned,
the {ederal government approved a
final route. As the arguments ended,
the cight-mile freeway was opencd,
The Southeast Michigan Counci) of

The '80s opened with
double-digit
unemployment, but
investors in high-tech
industry and offices
found Oakland in a
hurry.

CGovernments predicted 500 fewer
car crashes a year, a “dramatic” re.
duztion of 13 Mile Road traffic and a
one-third cut in congestlon on other
mile roads.

The Reuther freeway, as it's subtl-
tled, also will offer the older “south
end" cities a chance for redevelop-
ment — particularly since they had
been eclipsed by growth along 1-75 in
the northern suburbs. *fhe south end
is becoming a aew yuppie mecca,
with art galleries, trendy restau-
rants and shops. There are feelings
of hope, especially for newly arrived
ethnic minorities who wouldn’t be
economically left behind.

5. Solid wasie. A $1 billion county
plan for cooperative handling of sta-
diums-ful of trash began to come to
fruition in 1988, with the letting of a
contract for the first incinerator,

At the same time, the environmen-
1al movement of the 1970s was re-
vived, and Oakland leaders vowed to
do more recycling, less burning and
burying. Every step will requlre long
debate during millions of people-
hours of committee meetings during
the next 10 years.

6. County bullding. A prisoncrs’
fawsuit forced Oakland to build a
new 488-bed jall.

Meanwhile, Oakland’s cconomy
and high numbers of lawyers have
made [ts courts among the buslest in
1he state, far out of proportion to the
population. A new court tower, a
compuler center and a law llbrary
are on the drawing boards. Oak-
land’s court tower will be the first In
Michigan since the State Surpreme
Court allowed news cameras and
tapes in courtrooms.

Within a couple of elections, Oak-
land will sce its circuit court bench
graw by four Judges (from 14) and its
probate bench grow by twa {to six).
Political competition and advertis-
ing are likely to be heavy. If district
judges and other politicians declde
to mave up, ook for judicial muslcal
chalrs.

7. Partlsan politles. An era ended
In 1988 when L. Brooks Patterson,
the tough-on-crime prosecutor, re-
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County board
cites growth

By Pat Murphy
stall writer

Uncontrolled growth and prob-
tems assoclated with urban sprawl
dominated the 1980 and witl likely
carry over into the next decade, ac-
cording to an Informa) survey of
Oakland County commissioners.

Roads, solid waste and adequate
law enforcement were mentioned in
one coniext or another by cvery
commissioncr contacted by The Ec-
centrle in an informal survey to
determine the major problems of the
1980s.

Commissioners were glven no ad-
vanced warning or time (0 research
their answers. They also were asked
what lssucs were likely to confront
county government in the next dec-

ade.

“Qakland County ls growing so
fast that all other issues flow from
that,” explained Roy Rewold, R-Ro-
chester, who s chalrman of the Oak-
land County Board of Commissien-

ers,

*The major issues of the "80s con-
cern growth and they will undoubt-
cdly carry over into the '90s” he

said.

In the last decade, the county pop-
utation fncreased by about 100,000
people, from 1,011,783 toan estimat-
od 1,112,671, according to the Oak-
land County Planning Department.

THAT INCREASE overburdened
faclllties, Rewold sald. Consequently
the 1990s will be devoled to accom-
modating that growth as wetl as the
continued growth projected into the
next century. “Solld waste, roads,
the environment are all concerns im-
pacted by growth,” according to
Rewold.

“Roads will definltely be the
pressing iasue of the '90s,” sald Nane
cy McConnell, R-Bloomfield Hitls,
who is vice chalrwoman of the coun-
ty board of commlasioners.

“In the 1880s, we got a good start
on & solid waste program,” sald
McConnell, referring to the county'’s

‘Oakland County is
growing so fast that all
other issues flow from
that.’
—ARoy Rewold
R-Rochester
county board chairman

$470 million proposal that Includes a
waste-to-energy  Ineinerator, recy-
cling and developing landfill facili-
tles. “But roads will be the major
concern over the next decade.”

Commlssioner G, William Caddell,
R-Walled Lake, said the growth of
the 1980s has triggered o corre-
sponding growth in county govern-
ment.

“I'm amazed at how the county
budget has gone {rom about $89 mil-
Jon in the early 80s to more than
$293 milllon this year,” said Caddell,
chalrman of the board's finance
committee. “"We've had to Increase
law enforcement, develop a solld
waste program and deal with the de-
mand for roads. I think roads will be
the Issuc of the next decade.”

THOMAS A. LAW, R-West Bloom-
ficld, acknowledges the solid waste
program drew a lot of attention in
the 1980s. “We threw a lot of moncy
at I, but I'm not convinced it was
the major lssue,” he sald.

“The jail was just as important as
far 1 1 was concerned,” Law sald,
referring to the $16.3 million jall an-
nex Oakland County opened last
March.

The Jal] annex — which more than
doubled the number of beds avall-
able from about 480 to mare than
970 — was bullt alter eight Inmates
fited a class action suit In federal
court saying the jall was overcrowd-

i-nw sald the jal! had a more prac-
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Part of Oakland County’s record of the 'B0s - new office buildings and heavy tratlic - are evident from this acrial view of

Square Loke and Telegraph roads,
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