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Furolture that is raunchy or
ragged may find second llfe In your
new home, No matter that it's
chipped, wobbly, dented or cven
missing a portion,

You can infuse that table, chalr or
chest of drawers with new life and a
new look.

Veteran shoppers of flea markets
and junktiques know this. So do those
famlllar with estate sales, garage
sales and Goodwill or Salvation
Army stores. You can save hundreds
of dollars and end up with one-of-
kind collector’s items,

Newcomers 10 the world of restor-
able furniture can test the waters by
devoting just one day to combling the
local resources. Don't go Into antlgue
stores where furniture s apt to be
pricey.

Check your newspaper's elassified
section and the telephone dircctory

Furnishing the new with the old

Press the patching materla) tight-
ly inta the hole, leaving it slightly
higher than the surrounding arcas.
After it is dry, sand it down with me-
dium-grade sandpaper attached 10 a
sanding block. If you have trouble
matching the patch with a stained
surface, mix wood stain with the
patching compound.

Wood {ill, ditfering from patch, is
deslgned for filling open-grained:
hardwoods like oak, mahogany and
walnut. Scratches can be masked by
Tubbing the flaw with a wet tea bag,
shoe polish or wax stick. If you're:
trying to achieve a country look, you
may want te leave surface blemishes
and minor scratches.

Clean the surface again before
proceeding with stajning and varnish
or paint. Choose a paint suitable for
your project and its location, Out-
door furniture requires special prep-
aration and an cxterior or marine
varnish sueh as Varathane that will
« resist moisture.
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Nimble-fingered do-it-yourselfers

for resources. Then hit the garage
sales In the wee hours, as the pros
do. From there, move up to the shops
and thelft stores with an open mind
and imaginative cye.

That peeling credenza may only
need a new or old marble top. Re-
place the pedestal on an occaslonal
table wlith columns, statuary or a
narrow bookshelf.

This route s not without pitfalls.
Nor s it without work.

Stand back. First ask yoursell (f
your find Is a generally attractive
plece of furpiture. Visualize it in
your room.

Scrutlnize the finish and check the
joints. Is it solid? Does It need reglu-
ing? Does it have a natural finish or
has it been painted?

SOMETIMES SECONDHAND
furnishings can be infested wlith ter-
mites or roaches, Be prepared to put
the picce in a closed reom with a
pesticide fogger if necessary.

Last, determine whether you have

the place and patience to do the res-
toration yourself or if it iz a task
best left to a prolessional.

You will most ceralnly want to
consult with your hardware and
paint store about the most suitable
preducts for your specifle project.
And, unless you are a seasoned refin-
isher, you may want to Invest In a
how to book before

The Taunton Press, of Newton, Conn.,
produces several videos on furniture
repairing. These video workshops
separate myth from necessity with
step-by-step lessons.

“The Weckend Finlsher,” the lat-
est restoration book from Bruce
Johnson (Ballantine), Is excellent, as
is “The INustrated Handbook of Fur-
niture Restoratlon” by George Bu-
chanan (Harper & Row).

Look for refinishing tips in maga-
zines such as Couniry Living and
Fine Wood Working.

The Taunton Press, of Newton,
Conn., produces several videos on
furniture repalrlng. These video
workshops separate myth from ne-
cessity with step-by-step lessons in
reconstruction and reflnishing.

Removing paint and varnish is
probably the toughest task in bring-

ing around used furniture. Wood ab-
sorbs palnt, and a solid color will be
labor-intensive to remove.

But the effort Is not without tips
and tricks, and there arce excellent
products to help you out. 3M has a
new line of refinishing products, in-
cluding Safest Stripper and Hand
Erase Sander.

ONE OF THE most established
wood {inisher manufacturers, Ho-
nier Formby, recommends against
all-purposc strippers that can take
out the patina and raise wood graln.

Formby prefers furniture refin-
isher for dissolving varnish, lacquer

and shellac and paint remover for
polyurethane and palnt,

Colonial antiques originally may
have been painted with compounds
made of egg and milk. These requlre
a spectal paint remover called PDE.

Paint_removers work best be-
tween 65 and 85 degrees Fahrenhelt.
Working in moderate temperatures
in a well.ventilated area and in
small sections at a time will help en-
Sure your success.

Don't stroke the paint remover
back and forth over the furniture.
This might fan the gases and cut
down on product cffectiveness. Just
drag the remaver-filled paintbrush a

short distance. Stop, refill the brush
and make another small stroke,

After the bubbling action stops,
use a plasite, not metal, scraper to
remove one layer of paint at a time.
Some handy types develop enough
expertise that they are able to arrest
paint removing at a certain layer if
it one they would like to preserve,

Toothplcks and string soaked In

alnt remover are excellent tools for

removing softened paint from crev-
ices, corner and seams. Use an acro-
sol paint remaver to get into cspe-
cially tight areas.

TO REMOVE DIRT, grease, oil
and loose particles, rub the surface
with a lint-free cloth dampened with
mineral spirits, paiat thinner or lig-
uid sander. Tighten screws, reglue
and add more nails, if necessary.

Wood pateh compounds have
evolved along with paint remover,
and the synthetic latex wood patches
are easy to water first to prevent the
wood from absorbing too much of
the patch moisture.

will find broad possibilities in sten-
ciling and faux finishes. While not ef+
fortless, the techniques are certainly
Retting easier.

ACHIEVABLE EFFECTS range
{rom subtly stained unfinished wood
ta more elaborate marbling or sten.
ciled matifs on painted wood. A good
puide to faux Minishes is Jocasta
Innes' book, “Paint Magic” (Pan-
theon.}

The quaintness of Early American
furniture can be achieved by using a
conlemporary milk paint product.
After the first coat is dry, rub it gen-
tly with steel woo) to knock off wood
whiskers that result when molsture
raises the grain.

To seal the fresh milk paint sur-
face, use a clean penetrating oil fin-
ish. Apply two coats, rubbing cach
one thoroughly.

Finally, comb a well-provisioned
hardware store or antique stores for
unusual hardware. Unique pulls,
knobs and feet can lend a fina) piz.
zazz to your resloration.

2nd-hand roses need
care before blooming

(AP) — Coleen Johnston has furnished at least
three houses with garage sale and flea market
finds. Her linest hour was when she picked up a
wicker safa and matchling chair for $3.

“They were sitting in a driveway and people
were passing them by,” she sald. "1 looked at them
and thought, *How soon can I get them to my car?' ™

She cautlons that not all forays are so frujtful,
and nearly every secondhand purchase ~ including
the wicker ~ nceds some work.

*A lot of the furniture at garage sales, flea mar-
kets and auctlons Is truly junk, but if you're patient
you'll find something," said Johnston, whose new
book, “Garage Sale Decorator,” tells how to redo
and decorate with castolf furniturc.

THE Zumbrota, Minn., resident ls a veteran of
garage sales in the Midwest, Southwest and upstate
New York. Chalrs are the most plentiful, she said.

“Often, they are dirty and you may not like the
fabrie," she sald, but that's no reason to reject
them,

“5it down to see If the chalr Is com{ortable, This
wlll give you an ides of the condition of the
springs.”

If springs nced retying or the chair Is wobbly,
move on. You don't need the headache. But il it is
?lurdy and you llke the style, conslder recovering

1.

“ALMOST ANYONE can upholster something it
they have a staple gun,” Johnston sakd.

But she advises buying Incxpenslve fabrics for a
(Irst {cy.

If you're In the market for wood slde chatrs, re-
member that the most llkely damage s a missing
stretcher or slde plece.

A lumber yard will cut stretchers to fit, or you
can buy hardwood dowels and have them cut to fIt,
You'll have to whittle the ends of the stretcher to fit
itinto the leg.

. REFINISHING IS casy, Johnston sald, and glue
can work wonders on Joose jolnts, Easy It may be,
but refinishing chalrs is tedlous because they have
so many surfaces and 20 much detall.

“You can do a dining reom table in less time than

ohe chalr,” sald Belty Dixon, supervisor of the tele-

phone hot line for Fanp?y‘n products,
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After the §3 outlay for the wicker set, Johnstor
spent several hours and another $50 or so restorinyg,
t.

She fixed the sofa's sagging scat by pulling tast
the bamboo strapping that had come loose and re-
tying it with canc she had en hand. She also re-
tacked the seat to the frame.

Waorking outdoors, she spray painted the blue
plcees white — |t took 19 cans of paint — and fitted
the sofa with foam cushlons picked up for 25 cents
cach and then slipcovered with six yards of rem-
nant fabrie that cost approximately $20.

“Buying (wood) furniture that (s covered with
paint is the biggest gamble,” Johnston sald, “bev
cause you don't know what is underneath."

As an example, many picces with a very red ma-
hogany look are actually maple stained to ook like
mahogany, she said.

A RESTORING tip from Dixon: Use a hypoder-
mle needle to apply glue te furniture joints,

Make a solution of nine parts white glue and one
part water. Fill a hypodermic syringe wlth the so-
Iutlon and inscrt the needle in the loose jolnt. FIN
the joint with the glue and clamp it for 14 hours,
protecting the plece with blocks of wood.

1f you don't have clamps, cut an oM ear inner
tube in long strlps and wrap the rubber around and
areund, pulllng it taut.

Clamping Is essential to the repair. Water not
only thins the glue, it allows It fo penetrate the
wood better, Dixon sald.
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Linl lthHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON

Atbor Village Condominium was built o provide practical living
for many different lifestyles. Each sesidence is provided with a
cavered carport for your convenience.

Priced from. *77 ,900

BEFORE REFINISHING an old piece, clean it
flrst to assess the damage. You may find that
cleaning, bulfing and rewaxtng is all that Is needed.

Features include:
« full basement

If that isn’t the case, test the surface to deter- P *
mine whether a wood refinisher (which removes * ceramic tile bachs L RANCH
shvlzllac,l;:oqunr or varnlsh} or palnt remover (for * skylights ¢ s and TOWNHOUSE
polyurethane or palnt} s requlred, ishw, igecator, rang g 3 3
Motsten a cotton ball with nall polish remaver or : duhmls'!u' cefiigerator, range Sy - § STYLES
acetone and touch an arca of the finish, If the wet central aie

MODEL HOURS:
Daily & Sunday 10.6 P.ML

MODEL 397‘8080

PHONE

* tully carpeced

* fireplace (option)

* 13t {loot laundry hook.up®
(optional}

cotton damages the finish or sticks to the piece, 2
relinisher will do the job. If not, you'll need palnt
remover,

(The Formby hot line is 1-800-367-6297. "Ga-
rage Sale Decorator” is published by Betterway
T
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Crozel, Va., $9.95, xuz‘rlcr.)




