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Santa clock

SHARON LoMIEUX/stalf phalographor

A hollday walk/jog Friday turned into a “shake down” tor
4-year-old Brad Howell. Tom Fletcher, a runner from Farm-
ington posing with a Santa hat, holds Brad by the ankles
and awings him, pendulum-style, after the boy told him he
wasn't Santa Claus. The Sccond Annual Jingle Bell Walk/

Area YMCA, The

Jog was by the F

walk was one mile, and the jog 3.5 miles. Participants were
encouraged to dress for the scasonal occasion.

+ The director of a countywide pro-
sgram for autlstic students was ap-
:puinted principal at Cloverdale
.Tminlng Center and supervisor of
speclal education programs at sever-
-al other schools in the Farmington
" district.

Robert Tunnell, who has dirccted

the autistic program fer Oakland
Schools for the past 6% years, began
his duties with Farmington Public
Schools in mid-December, He re-
places Douglas Smith, who retired

“l"m'lnoklng forward to learning
more about the program,” Tunnell

COMFORTERS 7

€EAcH

AL siZzes

*TWIN «FUL/QUEEN -KING

«Dedgner
ooordinal

dnts reverse to

rint
*Bold gemoe m. coforful florals

and exotio

* All 14 quaﬁ" ty ¢ final Sale

State test scores jump in C'ville

By Mario Chestnoy
stolf writor

Clarenceville school oiflelals
changed test-giving tactics this year
and wound vp with a 12-polnt jump
In math test scores for 10th graders
who ook the Michlgan Educational
Assessment Program tests fn Octo-

ber,

‘That hefty jump Is especially sig-
nificant to the Clarenceville Schoal
Distriet, for two reasons.

One, Clarenceville High Scheol
10th graders proved wrong the gen-
eral belief that MEAP scores tend 1o
get lower as students get elder.

And two, the district wound up
with one of the highest math scores
for 10th graders in the trl-county
area.

The 12-point jump apparently
came about because the 10th graders
took the math test first and the read-
Ing test second, a reversal of past
procedure.

“The math teachers wanted them
to take it first because there's a nat-
ural high after returning to school
and because the kids get test wea-
ry,” satd David Simowski, high
schoal principal. “The math people
felt confident the students were
ready.”

OF THE 18 QOakland County dis-
tricts that reeently reported their
MEAP scores, 10th graders In only
two districts — Bloomficld Hills and
Novi — achieved higher math

.
Clarenceville
The disttict includes parts of
Lwonia, Redford and Farming-
ton Hills,

scores,

The same held in Wayne County,
where only three of 33 reporting dls-
tricls — Grosse Ife, Northvllle and
Woodhaven — scored higher.
Clarenceville beat Livenia Public
Schools by five points,

In Macomb County, none of the 21
reporting districts scored higher.

THE 10TH graders’ success on the
math test might bring a “battle roy-
al” aext year among math and read-
ing teachers as te which test will be
glven first, said Patricla Vickery,
administrative assistant for Instruc-
tion.

But Simowski predicted the math
tests will be glven first again next
year,

In 1988, 10th graders scored 74 on
the math test. In 1989, they scored
86, five points more than that scored
by 10th graders in the Livonia School
Distriet.

WIILE PLEASED with the 10th
graders, adminlstrators are per.
plexed by the 10-point plunge the
seventh graders took on thelr math

test,

“It's a real puzzle to us,” Vickery
said. “We're now checking against
last year's tests, to see what hap-
Kcncd. We dld not expect a 10-point

rop.”

In 1988, the seventh graders
seored 80; in 1989, 70. The 70 score Is
15 palnts lower than what was
scared by seventh graders In (he
Livonla School District.

The fourth graders taking the
maith test did slightly better than
thelr counterparts last year. Thelr
score in 1988 way 91; In 1989, 94.

AS EXPECTED, flfth, cighth and
11th graders taking the science test
did extremely well this year,

Higher scares were expeeted be-
cause the students toock a simllar
MEAP test last year, when they
were fourth, seventh and 10th
graders,

“All three scores jumped but they
should because these are cssentlal
skills,” Vickery said, “Youngsters
shiould be able to do thls, Our geal on
this test is 85, We may never reach
85, but we'll contlnue to try.”

In 1988, fourth graders scored 46;
In 1989, fifth graders scored 74,

In 1988, seventh graders scored
33; in 1989, elghth graders scored §2.

In 1988, 10th graders scored 29; In
1989, 11th graders scored 45.
All three 1989 sclence scores are

close to scores carned by students in
the same grades in the Llvonia
School Distrlct.

FOR THE first time this year, the
MEAP reading test was broken nto
two major sectlons, a story section
and an {nformatlonal one.

This new test measures students'
ablilty to analyze and interpret what
they've read, rather than just assess.
Ing sklils such as recognition of root
words, prelixes and suffixes, and
definitlons.

Clarencevllle has to walt until
mid-Janvary te see how Its reading
scores stack up agalnst scores
earned in the state’s other school dis-
tricts.

Test scores shaw:

® 48 percent of Clarenceville's
fourth graders scored in the highest
category, scoring 300 and above on
both of the reading sections. Livo-
nla's fourth graders scored 46 per-
cent.

® 40 percent of the district's sev-
enth graders scored In this highest
category. Livonia's scote was 45 per-
cent.

® 29 percent of the district’s 10th
graders scored in thls highest cate-
gory. Livenla®s score was 35 percent.

As with Livonia, these figures
show a drop in the ability to Inter-
pret more complex information as
the students get older.

County won’t plea bargain rape case

By Holen Niemlec
staff writer

Ozkland County won't allow a plea
bargaln in the case of the 26-year-
old man accused of 49 counts of
rape, robbery and burglary accord-
ing to an Oakland County assistant
prosecutor.

John Slevin emphasized that his
office never has made the offer of &
plea bargain during the legal pro-
ceedings agalnst Steven Szeman, a
former West Bloomfield resident
charged with a serles of sexual as-
saults en females between the ages
of 12 and 61 during 1987-88 in Farm-
ington Hills, West Bloomficld, Bir-
mingham, Bloom(icld Township and
Independence Township.

“We're not going to bargain,”
Slevin said.

Following last Thursday's pretrial
examination in Oakland County
Court, Szeman's atterney Lawrence

said. "l think there's a very dedicat-
ed staff — that it itself is a tribute to
them.”

Tunncl will be based at Clover-
dale, where he will be the building
prineipa). He will also supervise sat-
ellite programs at Willlam Grace El
ementary, Warner Middle School
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Kaluzny said that he would ask for a
plea bargain should neurological
tests ordered show that Szeman sul-
fered no brain damage during a car
acclident in 1984,

THE TEST RESULTS are expect-
ed back in January. A full trial Is
scheduled to begin on alt 49 counts
slarting on Feb. 16 In Judge Robert
Templin's covrtroom.

“I've talked to his attorney about
1his and we're not golng to drop even
one charge,” Slevin sald. “Elther
there is a trlal or he pleads {guilty).”

The February trial date could be
postpaned, Templin sald at last
week's hearing, if certain medical
Information requested was  not
reccived by Szeman's attorney.

Szeman has spent nearly a year In
1he Oakland County Jail awaiting the
tinal decislon about a trial. He was
arralgned in 48th Distrlet Court on
e charges in April, standing mute

District names special education chief

and Harrison High Schoal. In addi-
tion, he will oversee screenlng for
the Child Find program and coordl-
nate cducation services for special
cducation students.
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Michigan's largest
monufacturer of solid oak
furniiure has opened thelr
new showroom at the
Novi Town Center
Established In 1948,

handcraft only the ﬂnesi
in solid ook. Visit our
showroom and see what
we con build for you.
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durlng the proceeding.

His pretrial examination In Oak-
land County Clreuit Court began In
August but (ts conclusion was de-
layed to allow for the ncurological
testing and for Templin to decide the

lity of "DNA

Ing" as evidence.
Templin decided In October to ad-

HER
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A public BMCE IRnoUNCamINt of this
newipaper and Wayne Stals Ualssrsity,

mit such "fingerprinting” as cvi-
dence In court, which allows investi-
gators to match the DNA (deoxyri-
beonucleic acid) from biological
samples at a erlme scene, such as
blood, hair, skin or semen, with simi-
lar samples from the suspect. The
test is 99.9 percent accurate, accord-
ing to medical experts,
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