Oakland’s growth problems to

Continued from Page S

tical sigolflcance. “ft meant that
Judges wouldn't have to tura felons
loose because there wasn't enough
space to keep them in jail.”

Lawrence R. Pernlck, D-South-
ticld, and John G. Pappageorge, R-
Troy, were both concerned about the
absence of a master plan or strategy
for dealing with growth and related
problems in the 1990s,

“We need to develop a county:
wide development plan so growth
based on our ability to provide ser-
vices," sald Pernick. “Qakland Coun-
ty is endawed with parks, open spac-
cs and a good quality of life. If we
Teave everything up to the develop-
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ers we will lose all that.”

COUNTY GOVERNMENT han-
dles individual issues well, said Pap-
pageorge. “Solid waste, for exam-
ple,” he said. *““The county tackled
that problem head-on.

“But as the 1990s approach, I wor-
ry that we don’t have an overall plan
or strategy,” he said, “We can't have
a master land use like Troy has. But
we should have a general idea about
where we are and where we're
poing. That way we can handle
change better.”

Donn L. Wolf, R-Farmington Hills,
said growth was the dominant issue
of the 1980s and conscquently roads
o accommodate that growth would
Le the main concern of the 1990s.
“It's a matter of catehing up, espe-
cially in the southwest part of the
coumy. he said.

Perfecl for kids of all ages;
wnh Holida Mnney'

Mark W. Chester, R-Troy, agrecd
that solid waste was an Important ls-
sue of the 1980s. But an equally
problem, in his opinjon, is sexual
ahuse of children.

“That's why T think developing the
child sexual assault unit within the
prosecutor’s office (at a cost of about
$400,000) was equally Important,”
Chester said. “IU's on a different
scale. But that's an area were the
county can make an Impact.”

In the next decade, Chester sald,
the county will have to grapple with
spending, particularly if a recession

develops and the county must func-
Alon with less tax revenue.

MARILYNN E. GOSLING, R-
Bloomfield Hills, said one pressing
problem of the 19903 — building a
new court house — witl begin mak-

ing its Impact soon, possibly as early

as next month.

A task ferce is expected to make
its reccommendatlons In late January
or early February on an $80 milllon
structure to be build across irom the
existing courthouse In the 1200 block
of Telegraph Road.
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spread to '90s

Commissloners balked earlier this
year when the projected cost of the
new courthouse was more than $130
million. Commissloners appalnied a
task force composed of Qakland eir-
cuit judges, the executive, the sher-
Mf, the clerk, the treasurer and three
commissioners to trim costs,

‘The new courthousc is an offshoot
of continued growth, Gosling said, as
Oakland County adds four new judg-
es (and supporting stalf) over the
next three years to handled more
clvil and crimina) cases,

David L. Moffitt, R-Bloomficld

Township, sald the county's contin:
ved growth will force more and
more people to live closer together
and thus be more dependent upon
cach other.

“The problems of the 1960s relat-
«d to growth,” Mollitt said. “That's
not geing to change in the 1990s.’
Consequently we will need a more
regional approach to solving prob-
fems.

“Communities are so close and our
infrastructure s crumbling so badly
that we will need new approaches
and new solutions.”

County’s top stories
‘D’ for development headed the list for '80s
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tired. But the other five countywide
officcholders all are in their mid-
0s, so the rest of the county slate is
likely to turn over, beginning in
1992,

In the . 980s, Republicans gained a
stranglehold on the county slate and
county board, in part because they
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redistricting, in part be-
cause the computerized GOP ma-
chinery and volunteers were so elfi-
cient. Democrats have 45 percent or
more of the vate — but can a weak-
cning union movement help them

win their proportion of the offices?

And then there were two extreme-
ly important nonpartisan institu.
tions.

8. Qakland University. The eco-
nomic boom occurred around what
used to be considered a “regional”
university, and also because of OU's
president, Joscph Champagne, who
says OU's product is "knowledge in
the form of graduating students,
knowledge in the form of research,
knowledge In the form of application
and service.”

OU scrambled for status (and
state moncy) as a research universic

ty. Although enrollment stabilized in
the 12,000 baflpark, OU won funds
for a major new library in the '80s.
Iis "90s target: a science bullding.

9. Oakland Community College.

Under former industrialist Robert F.
Roelofs, the two-year college devel-
oped its vocational-technical offer-
ings in the early "B0s. It became a
major player in job-training for new
and existing industry.
Later in the decade, OCC devel-
a major new constituency —
women. Displaced women, Women
seeking to enter the market place
and the professions. They became a

majority of the student body and
gave a new [lavor to the four cam-

uses.

R. Stephen Nicholsen came along
as the new chlef executive In 1985
and began adding stll another thrust
— computer literacy, emphasis on
the arts and Oakland’s role In a
world cconomy. OCC made Itself a
visible presence In downtown Ponti-
ac. The changes are Just beginnlng to
show up.

OCC celebrates its 25th anniver-
sary in 1990, Its 27,500 enrol!ment
makes it the nation's fourth largest
community college.
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Semi-Annual
Clearance Sale

Now In Progress

Save $85-$160 on men’s suits

Save $60-$135 on men’s sportcoats

Save $27-$43 on men’s shoes

Save $89-$230 on women’s suits

Also save on men’s and women's sportswear,
men's furnishings and women’s accessories.

Savmos off of original prices.

In addition to great savings during our semi-annual sale,

when you shop with us you also receive:

o Our own, on premise tailors whose expertise assures correct fittings
e No charge for normal alterations on merchandise reduced 30% or less

 Guaranteed Satisfaction. We stand behind our products and our
alterations 100%. We're not satisfied until you are.

GRAHAM&,GUNN

LTH

Ssaterset Mall, 643070
2849 West Thg Beaver Road, Trov
Graham & Gunn Lid Charge, The Amencan Express Cand,
Dhnets Club Card, Duscoves Cand, MasterCaed, Via

Featuring Hickey-Freeman and

Southwick clothing.
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