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Punching at pinatas

Larkshire Elementary tifth groder Nick Ser-
tic winds up to hit a homemade pinata as
-1he rest of the class shouts directions to
him. The fun came last Thursday atter ali
. three classes of tifth graders at the Farming.

ton Hills school
Latin America.

SHARON tIMIEUXIﬂ stf photogragher

completed a study unlt on
Games, dancing, reports,

language, music and the pinata project were
all part of the unit, designed by student
teacher Cookie Markowitz,

Bookstore stocks Reader’s Catalog

*The Reader's Catalog, Random
House’s new 40,000-title book eata-
log wlth a toll-free ordering number,
has been anathema to many book-
selers, who fear that their custom-
ers will buy thelr books from the ca-
talog Instead of from them.

But the Little Professor Book Cen-
ter In Grand River/Halsted Shop-
plng Center is stocklng the catalog

and welcomes the chance to seld it,
“The Reader’s Catalog is actually
going to help my business,” says
Richard Herstein, Little Professor
Book Center owner. "I either have In
stock, or can quickly obtain for my
customers, any of the titles listed in
the catalog. This saves customers
the headache and expense of the
shipping charges, long waits, and
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minimum order policy they must
contend with if they order direct
from the catalog.

Residents help police
in fight against crime

By Noreon Flack
stolt writer

The committee is split Into five

gl 3
and mem-

In Farmington Hibls, cltizens are
serlous about fighting crime.

For the past two years, the citi-
zens crime prevention advisery com-
mitiee has participated in police
programs as part of a citywide ef-
fert to ! idcas for combating
break-ins, thefts, stickups, car thefts
and other common crimes.

*“It's really nice to have a police
depariment that welcomes civitian
input,” said resldent Alex Keurejlan,
chalrman.

"We are really scrious about this.
If someone can't be productlve, we
don’t want them on our committee.
We are here 1o render cur civilian
opinien to the police department.”

Chief William Dwyer organklcd
the 18-member committee In
vember 1987 ~ the byproduct of 2
goal in the police department’s 5-
year plan. Its thrust is limited to
crime prevention programs,

Members meets the first Friday of
cach month at noon with Dwyer and
Lt. Richard Murphy, liaisan between
the department und the committee.

"My thoughts were 1o have Input
from a cross-section of cltlzens from
the city to make recommendations
on how we can be mare efficient and
effective for the people they repre-
sent,” Dwyer sald.

The cross-section Includes home-
owners, business leaders, civic lead.
ers, the schools and the clergy.

“IT IS important that we get input
from the advisory board,” Dwyer
satd, *'We feel the police department
alone cannot provide the most efft-
clent service, not without the input
from the citizens.”
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meeting was attended by more than
100 rcsldvnl.! of Section 36 — bound-
ed b 1t on the cast, Inkster

The
sereens residents Inicrested In jaln-
ing the commlttee to make sure ap-
pllcants are dedicated to crime pre-
ventlon, Keurejlan said.

Almnugh the commlﬂcc has no

re-

ity. .
The Initla] Nelghborhood Watch |

Road on the west, Elght Mile on the -

north and Ninc Mile on the south,

Neighborhood Watch's thrust Is to
promote concern and awareness. It -

encourages citizens 1o look out for
hbors and beef up home securi-

\Ic\\ ordlnances and Iegislation to
propose pessihle amendments.

The committee boasts a 19-point
action plan, “Say No To Drugs, Yes
to Life," designed in April 1988. Sup-
porters Inclede Farmington Faml-
lies in Action and Oakland County
Mothers Against Drunk Drivers.

“WE SUPPORT the pollce depart-
ment's efforts to keep pornography
out of the city,” Keurefian said. “We
don’t want anything to do with that.”

The commitiee encourages en-
forcement of handicapped parking
regulations and  accessibility for
handicapped citizens, he said.

‘The police department’s crime
prevention section helped organize a
Neighborhood Watch program in
September 1987 to battle the high
rate of burglaries and larcenies in
0lde Town in the southeast part of

1y.
yll doesn't condone cltizens taking
dangerous situations Into their own
hands by patrolling streets and
1rying 10 nab criminals, Dwyer sald.
“Now we have over two-thirds of
our city Involved in Nelghborhood
Watch,” Dwyer said, “We have found

the program to be very effective and

it shows with the considerable de-
crease in the pumber of burglarles in
the area. For a city that has grown
as fast as Mrmlngwn Hills, that's
pretty good.”

To further feedback, the police de-
pariment designed an incident ques-
tionnaire in July 1967 for burglary

victims. The nlne-questlon form asks -

cltizens vletimized by thicves to an-
swer questions about the courtesy
and professlonallsm of the reporting
officer and the prompiness of offi-
cers investigating the crime.
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