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MOVING PICTURES

Tom Cruise stars as Ron Kovic in “Born on the  Kovic's experiences as a Marine voteran who [s

Fourth of July," an autobiographical film about

paralyzed.

‘Fourth of July’ kicks off
a hew decade of movies

A very happy, healthy and peace-
ful New Year (o you al).

Everybody's combing through the
'80s for their best-this-or-best-that.
of-the-decade, so 1 thought I'd spare
you one more trip through other peo-
ple's pleasures and tip you off to
some of the coming attractions that
hetd great promise for the new year,

“Born on the Fourth of July”
opens next week and appears to
more than “just another Vietnam
film,” starring Tom Cruilse as Ren
Kovic in an autobiographical work
about Kovic's experlences as a Ma-
rine paralyzed during flghting in
Vietnam,

The traumas vislted on all Viet
veterans when they returned is syn.
thesized 2nd in Kovic's

Grading the movies

A+| Top marks - sute to please

A | Close behind - excellent
StillIn runaing for top honars

Pretty good stuff, not perfect

story.

Based on Kovie's book of the same
name, "Born on the Fourth of July"
was directed by Oliver Stene (“Pla-
toon”) who co-authored the script
wlth Kovic. Willem Dafoc also ap-
pears in what looks to be a major
motion picture.

“Glory” and “Roger and Me" are
the best bets for the week of Jan. 12,
Everybody's heard about Michael
Moore's sardonic look at General
Motors, but “Glory” hasn‘t had the
same level of prerelease publicity,

Matthew Broderick stars as Col.

B | Good

B- | Good but notabia deficlencles
Justa cut above average

C | Mediccre

ot so hot and slipping fast
The very best of the poor stutf

Poor
- | Itdoesn't get much worse

Robert Gould Shaw, the
ing officer of the 54th Massechusetts
Reglment, the first black fightlng
unit recrulted in the North during
the Civil War,

The 54th Regiment’s valor in bat.
tle Northern

Resarved for the colossally bad

D
D:
F | Truly awtul
Z
*

No advanced screening

examines the questions of gullt and
1 during the Hi

to arming blacks who eventually to-
taled more than 180,000 members of
the Union Army.
“Music Box,” with Jessica Lange,
«opening Jan. 19, rounds out the new
flims this month. Lange is an attor.
ney defending her father against

STILL PLAYING:

“All Dogs Go To Heaven” (B+) (G) 90
minutes.

Well-known volces back this animated
story about Charlle the German Shepherd
and Itehy the Dachshund.

“Always" (B-) (PG) 110 minutes.

charges that he was a
viclous Hungarian secret police offl-
cer during World War 1. The film

Mike Laszlo
(Armin  Muefl- ¥
er-Stahl},
accused of
committing
unspeakable
crimes nearly
50 years ago, ia
defended by
daughter Ann
Talbot (Jassica
Lange), an at-
torney, in “Mu-
slc Box." Lu-
kas Heas plays
Laszlo's
grandson,
Mikey.

polgnant, sappy
story of alrbornie fire fightes who relurns
from death as a splrit

“Back to the Foture Part 01" (B+)
(PG} 90 minutes.

All your favorlte time-travelers are in
other dimensinas once again.

“The Bear™ {B){PG) 93 ininules.

Excellent nature photography but filin
often lacks contlnuity and gets pretty
5appy at times,

“Black Rain”{D-) (R) 120 minutes,

Unpleasant, trile detectlve story stars
Michael Douglas.

“Blaze” (A}{R) 110 minutes.

Superh Pau) Newman portrayal of
Louisiana Governur Earl K. Long with
Lolita Davidavich excellent as stripper,
gielteiend, Blaze Starr

“Crlmes and Misdemcanors” (A+)
(PG-13} 100 minutes.

Woody Allen at bls best in this roman.
tic comedy about family life with all Its
Joy and sadness.

"“Dad” (B}{PG) 119 minutes.

Excellent acting by Jack Lemmon, Ted
Danson, 2akes Mokae and Olympla Du.
kakis marred by cliches,

“Drugstore Cowboy™ (Z) (H) 100 min-
utes.

About as unpleasant as 3t gets Four
young folks steat and use drugs.

“Famlly Busloess" (D-) (R) 120 mi6.
utes.

Clever idea and good performances
shot down by weak script about falher,
son and grandson in robbery business

“larlem Nigats” (D) {R) 10 nlnutes

Nice cars and nifty suils but all that
comle @lent - Eddic Murphy Ricnata
Pryor, Red Foxx. Arsenlo Hali and Pelta
feese - can't save this slow-paced 1930
Harlem gangster story,

“Tbe Litle Mermunld™ (A) (G) 80 min-

utes,

Disney animatlon of Hans Christtan
Andersen tale of mermald In love with
hutoan.

“Look Who's Talklog™ (C+ ) (PG-13) 97
ninutes.

Contrived, poorly siructuted story of
pregnant CIPA (Kirstie Alley) and” her
scazch for a perfect father for her baby.
Peuce Willls Is the baby's volce.

“Natlonal Lampoon’s Christmas Vaca-
tlon* (B-}{PG-13} 80 minutes,

Cheistmas vacatlon for the Griswold
;amlly is okay for National Lapoon's
ans.

“Parenthood” (A (i) 120 minutes,

Large, talented cast in complex but en-
tertalning story about a family that ta-
cludes Jason Robards, Steve Martin, Tom
MNulce, Martha Plimpton and Diane
Wiest, among others.

“Prancer” (G).

Delightful story of 9-year-old glrl who
finds an injured relndcer just before
Cheistmas.

. “Sea of Love” (C) (R) 110 minutes.

Al Paclno as a burned-out detective
adds nothing to the cliche nor does a very
weak seript,

She-Devl)” (I +) (PG-13) 90 minutes.

Mery) Streep is marvelous as she carl-
catures a romantlc novelist who incurs
the wrath of her lover's wife (Roseanne

).

“Shocker” (R) 107 minutes.

Wes Cravan does It again, this time In
the world of electronlc video mayhem,

“Steel Magnolias” (B-) (PG) 110 min-

e,

utes,

Talented cast, led by Shlrley Mac.
Lalne’s performance, falls short In de-
pleting problems of six Southern women,

Thelanlous Mook Straight, No Chaser™
(D)(PG-13) 85 minutes.

Poor testimonlal to great jazz planlst.

ALTERNATIVE VIEWING

Alternatives offered in '89

By John Managhan
special writer

Controversy and box office re-
ceipts thrived in 1989, while some
classics got a new llfe. Here's a look
back at some of the year's most sig-
nificant alternative film cvents;

® Spike Lee's “Do the Right
Thing" had a healthy run In main-
stream theaters but was stlll the
most thought-provoking alternatlve
film of the year. Some critics
thought Lee's amblguous morat tone
would provoke riols, but audiences
found themselves much mare stirred
up by the controversial violence in
“Harlem Nights.”

® The highly overrated “sex, lles
and videotape,” which overshadowed
Lee's film at Cannes, was neverthe-
less an intetligently writien drama
by 26-year-old dlrector Setven So-
derbergh. It was one of the year's
many rags-to-riches stories.

® “‘Heathers,” produced by
schlocky New World Pletures and
written by a former video store em-
ployee, poked fun at high school
mores (n the nastlest — and clev.
erest — way possible. Some saw it
as a glorification of teen suicide, but
dark comedles never play by the
rules anyway.

@ In the Soviet-made “Little
Vera," a young womun longs for ex-
citement in a dead-end (ndustrial
town. Thls fasclnating fllm, a sort of
“comrades without a cause," has
been called the most honest fllm of
the Glasnost era.

® Spain’s Pedro Almodovar, the
“bad boy" of European clnema, had
three memorable films premiere on
area screens thls year. His “Women
on the Verge of a Nervous Break-
down” was so poptlar that it left au.
diences begglng for more — and
they got [t

Almedovar's “Matado” (1986), a
stecamy satire of sexism, provoked
wormen's groups 1o protest in front of
the Detrolt Film Theatre. If anyone
figured out that “Dark Hablts”
(1984} was about a svet of drug-crazy
nuns, theee would have been trouble,
too, but It played in relative ano-

vt

Steven Soderbergh's sex, lies and videotape,” which won ac-
claim at the Cannes Film Festival, stars Peter Gallagher, Laura
San Giacomo, Andle MacDowell and James Spader.

nymity at the Tele-Arts Theatre.

® The Maple Theatre, which used

o vie for quality art-house tltles
with the DFT, hit bottom this year,
“Drugstare Cowboy,” the subversive
look at a group of wily junkies, was
thelr only decent premicre. In recent
months, they've been showing pedes-
trian fIrst-runs like “Gross Anato-
my”
@ Some old films made a come-
back. Golden annlversary celebra-
tlons saw new prints of 193¢ classics
“The Wizard of 0z, "Wuthering
Helghts” and “Gone With the Wind”
in local theaters. The rare concert
{ilm, “Ten for One" (1971), set in Ann
Arbor and {eaturing a stlrring per-
formance by John Lennon, was
unearthed for benellt screenings in
Ann Acbor and Royal Oak.

The restored director’s cut of Da-
vid Lean's “Lawrence of Arabja"
(1962), meanwhile, surpassed every-
one's expectatlons — artistlcally and
financlally — during its long run at
the Fox Theatre. Even with lousy
sound and lots of splices, thls was an
vpic achievement. More Hims at the
Fox!

® The Detroit Film Iheatre held
an ambltious 13-fitm tribute to wide

SCREEN SCENE

screen films this past fall, Poor at.
tendance may have led to the up-
coming winter scason having just a
small handful of vintage thtles, It's
stilt the best sereen in town,

¢ The Tele-Arts, meanwhile, kept
plugging away in Grand Circus
Park, bringing in decent premleres
such as “The Navigator" and “Al
ice.” It's a great place to see movies,
though insiders wonder how it's sur-
vived this long.

# Senior citizens contlnue to flock
to the Redford and free morning
screenings at Livonia Mall.

® Certainly, the most talked- -
about film locally centinues to be
“Reger and Me." Jaurnalist-tuened.
filmmaker Michael Moore's hard
look at hard times in Fiint wasa hit
at fm festivals. Moore was courted
by several studios before declding to
Iet Warner Bros. distribute It.

Think about it: a gralny, low-budg-
et documentary about lay-offs in a
Michigan auto town glven the blg
push by & major film company. I
can't think of a more encouraging
sign for filmmakers - local, alter-
native or otherwise — in the new
decade, o

LIVONIA MALL CINEMA, 29415
Seven Mile, Livonla. Call 476-3166
for information. (Free)

“Elmer Gantry" (USA - 1960), 10
a.m. Jan. 2, Burt Lancaster shines in
thls heavy-handed adaptatlon of
Sinclair Lewis' novel. He plays the
unserupulous title character who
Joins a charismatie woman’s {Jean
Simmons) traveling salvation show.
Part of the mall's month-long tribute
lu Lancaster

MICHIGAN THEATRE, 603 E.
Liberty, Ann Arbor. Calf 668-8397
for Informatlon, ($4 regular, $3.25
students and senlor citlzens)

“Laputa” (Japan — 1988), 5:15
om. Jan. 2, 45 and 5 pm. Jan, 3, A
new animated feature about a wom-
an chased aruund the galaxy for the
magical amulet around her neck.
With a mystical floating world,
roughly based on a chapter from
* Gulllver's Fravels."

“Distant Velces Still Loves”
(Britain 1989), Jan 24 (call for
show times). The shots lock iike old
color photographs In this intenticnal.
Iy stow, stilted, extremely stylized
Jook at a Britlsh working class fami-
ly in the *40s and '50s. A memorable,
at times extremcly moving, film ex-
periment,

“Dangerous Liaisons” (USA
1988), 9:10 p.rrr Jan. 2 and 4 and 9:40
pan. Jan, 3. John Malkovich, M-
chelle Pfleffe; and Glegn Close team
up in this frantic story of sexual poli-
ties in 18th century France, Directed
by Stephen Frears.

"“The Ralnbow"” (Britaln — 1989),
Jan. 5-11 {call for show times), Ken
Russell’s highly acclaimed adapta-
tion of the D.H. Lawrence novel Is a
prequel to “Women in Love™ A
young woman {Sammi Davis) defies
soclal conventlon to come allve i
tellectually and sexually In Victori-
an England. Glenda Jackson co-
stars.

VIDEO VIEWING

SOUTHFIELD PUBLIC LI-
BRARY, 26000 Evergreen Road,
Southfield. Call 354.2100 for Infor- °
mation. {free) t

“Mr. Skeffington™ (USA — 1944),
7:30 p.m. Jan. 4. Epic Warner Bres.
soap opera stars Bette Davls as a
flat-broke sociallte who marrles a
wealthy stockbroker {Clasde Rains)
only to realize ker real love for him , -
years later. Shown on large screen
video.

TELE-ARTS, 1540 Woodward, De- -
trolt, 963-8690. {$2)

“Drugstore  Cowbay” (USA —
1989), Jan. 4.8 {call for show times).
Matt Dillon leads a quartet of lar- '~
cenous junkies in the carly '70s, In-
stead of simply dupicting the horrors  *
of drugs, the film also shows their ~
appeal - a subversive thought in-
deed for the late '80s.

— John Monaghan

By Dan Groonbarg
spoclal writar

The flood of videos for home view-
Ing pleasure continues unabated as
the New Year dawns. In case you
missed a few of the less publictzed
ones, let's start the new year by
looking back over some interesting
tapes that appeared unheralded the
tast few months.

HBO presented six flims from
Hollywood's early years entltted
“Legendary Silents.” This collection
has something for cveryone — two
swashbuckling adventures, “The
‘Thiel of Bagdnd" (153 mlnutes) with
Douglas Fairbanks and “Tbe Eagle"
{81 minutes) with Rudolph Valentino,
and three comedies, “Our Hospltall.
y" {75 minutes) and “The General”
(77 mlnates), both with Buster Kea-
ton, and “The Strong Man” (78 min-
utes), starring Harry Langden,

Langdon is llttle known these days
despite great success during the si.
lent era. Then he was ranked with
Chaplin, Keaton, Harold Lloyd, Fat-
ty Arbuckle and Ben Turpln although
he faded from view quickly when the
sound era began. He has not been ro-
vived as widely as the others,

In "The Strong Man," he stars as
Paul Bergat, a Belglan World War I
veteran traveling In Amerfca as a
circus strongman. Bergat is search-
Ing for the young gir] whose letters
;lurlnx the war helped buoy his spir-
ts.

“The Strong Man" was directed by
Frank Capra, better known at this
time of year for “It's a Wonderful
Life" as well as hls other sound
films, Including “Mr, Smith Goes to
Washington” with Jimmy Stewart,

A

THE SIXTH of these silents tost
certainly deserves th elassie™ tag,
D. W. Griffith’s “Broken Blossoms™
(95 micutes), the sad and poignant
story of a young girl (Lilllan Gish)
whe is brutalized by her drunken fa-
ther {Donald Crisp). Yes, Virginia, he
did play nasty roles In his earller
days,

The yaung girl escapes from her
father and is befrlended by a China-
man (Richard Barthalemess) in Lon-
don's sleazy Limehouse District.
This 1919 tragedy concludes when
Crisp discovers her in the China-
man's rooms.

Buster Keaton’s “The General”
zanks with the very best film come-
dies ever produced. “The General® s

« rallroad locomotive in the south
during the Civll War. Keaton Is Its
engineer, Johnnie Gray, who wants
nothlng mare than to run his englne
and court his girl (Marlon Mack).

But the Civil War gets In the way, =~
Keaton successfully deadpans his
way through the Armies of the North
and South, outwlitting the machines
of war, and of man, as he goes. He
does so with some of the finest comle
routines ever devised,

‘There are lots of other excellent
films avallable at your local videa
stare. “The 1990 Video Source Book™
should be on local Hbrarles' refer-
ence shelves in the next few weeks.
1t promises to be ven thicker than
its 198¢ predecessor which llsted
54,000 titles.
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RTINS

§ COMICS - NEW AND OLD.

| Avallable at:

| SWING ON BY FOR THE BEST MARVELS

§ 1990 Bascball Cards in Stock ROW!

j COMICS ARCHIVES ic

WE BUY - SELL - TRADE

f BASEBALL HOCKEY coMIC
H CARDS CARDS BOOKS
[ NEW COMICS ARRIVE EVERY THURSDAY

OPEN




