“ricre- £+

ELccentric Newspapers

Nonday, January 1, 1990 O&LFE

one

New decade brings

new choice options

Happy New Year!

As always, the New Year Is a time
for New Beglnnings, especlally since
we are also startlng a new decade.
H's a time to look back al what has
been happening §n our llves, to pond-
cr if our lives have taken the direc-
tlon we've wanted, {o look forward
to what ts ahcad.

Many of us have been with rela.
tives for the first time in a2 while, or
perhaps we've missed belng with our
familles and became nostalgle. It
may have been a time of remember-
ing, of recreating a fecling for what
our lives used to be, of the standards
and values with which we werc
brought up.

A 1ot of us have broken away from
the way we were reared, This hap-
pened with great purpose for some;
for athers it has been unintentional.
We may have floated away [rom
what was important In our famllles,
to being caught up In an excesslve
materlalistic socicty. We may have
los! the habit of taking time to keep
in tauch, o pray, to do good for ath-
ers, Or perhaps we fecl good (hat we
really have helped others during this
hollday scasen and we'll do It agaln
— next year. . .

NOW 1S A TIME to become in-
trospective, It is a time to Imagine
what we want (o be In the future — 5
or 10 years down the road ~ and
how we will get there. What Is most
important to us? What are we driven
by? Do we want to be Mr, or Mrs.
Success? Is money what we are af-
ter? Title? Positlon? Will even more
possessions give us peace of mind?
Or would we like to recapture a litile
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of the past? Would we like to evalu-
ate the importance of falth in our
Jives?

1f we feel religlon Is worthwhile
but we've nat taken the time to prac-
tice it, perhaps this would be a good
time for a new beglnning. Rather
than waiting for thc next Easter,
Hanukkah or other religlous hollday,
perhaps now Is the time to begin
praying mare, to attend our places
of worship regularly, (o treat others
the way we feel our God teaches.

Too many of us lament that, while
we do believe, we “don’t have time”
for religion. What we must rernem-
ber Is that there are 24 hours in our
day — just as there is for everyone
else, Even some of the busiest, most
important and influential people in
our country regularly take time for
thelr spiritual life. Lack of time Is no
excuse at all. What we must zémlt is
that we chose to spend our time
doing other things.

This is not Intended as an argu-
ment with those who do not believe
in retlgion; rather, it is to stimulate
those who do feel falth is important,
but whose actions do not mirror
their beliefs,

Dorothy Lehmkuhl is owner of
Organizing Techuiques of Bir-
mingham 45010,

there’s

garden work, too

Even as the New Ycar opens,
there are things that can be done in
the garden. if you haven't secured
upright growlng evergreens such as
yew, upright junipers and others that
might be broken down by heavy
snow, it isn't too Jate todo It.

Tap three tall pleces of dowl-iype
wood Into the greund around the
trees and wrap twlne or heavy cord
around them; they will appreciate it.
Wind barrlers arc best made of bur-
lap or fabrle that wlill breathe, 1f
plastic is used, the temperature can
get quite hot in the winter sunshlne
under such coverings and the plants
can be damaged by the heat generat-

cd,

Although many communitles have
now begun to compost Chrlstmas
irees, you may want to usc yours as
a snow fenee or sun and wind shield
for broadleal trees and shrubs that
are in an open area. Or, you may en-
list several neighbors and tle your
trees together {0 make a safe winter
haven for the blrds in severe weath-
er.

When 1 was a child we olten made
a tree for 1he birds after Christmas.
‘This might be a project for the chil-
dren on a cold winter day. Strings of
unsalted popearn, cranberries, and
peanuts in the shell will provide a
welcome treat, as well as decora-
tion. Pine cones can be rolled in a
mixture of no-salt peanut hbutter
which has been dliuted with suet or
other oils.

A home-made reclpe called “Mar-
gle's porridge™ that blrds scem to
love can be made, Two parts each of
ground suet, corn meal and sugar,
one part flour, water. Mix ingred-
ients with water (not over % part)
and cook in a double boller (covered)
until quite thick, about 25 minutes,
stlrrlng several tlmes whlle It [s
cookling.

Thls mixture, after it cools, can be
put into a cage made from hardware
wire or packed into orange or gra-
pefruit shells, After the mixture sets
up In the shells, punch four holes
evenly around the edge of the shells
and up through the suct mixture.

Tlie a cord at each hole, leaving
the ends long enough to meet at the
top so that they can be ticd togcther.
Now (e this feeder on a branch of a
tree and watch the birds go for it
The shells can also be set In a crev-
ice of a tree or at ground level. Have
fun wlith these Ideas.

1 hope the New Year brings
health, peace and joy to all of you.
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THIS ...

Interior designer
Judy Hewes {left)
and real estote
agent Theresa
Levett in the fure
nished living
room in the
house that is
serving as a pilot
project involving
houses for sale
due to reloca-
tions.

vs. |
THIS
An emply room in

the same house
left vacant when

Sales

By Cathloon Collinas Loe
special writor

OBODY has lived there
since last April, but it
would be hard for a visl-

tor to thls contemporary
Rochester Hills house o {ell.

A smail Orienta] rug lies on the
dark wood floors in the entryway
and a varicgated ficus tree stands
near the stairs.

The kitchen table — a glass top
set on slabs of marbte — [s ready
for lunch, with navy biue pla.
cemats and colorful napkins.

Mauve and gray contemporary
love-seats are set at right angles to
cach other in (he famlly room.
while books and knick-knacks flil
the shelves on either slde of the
fireplace.

Whlle this house may lack only a
stray sock or a few days' supply of
newspapers to look completely
lived In, it actually is the product
of a 72-hour decorating blitz by
area Interlor designer Judy Hewes.

Hewes is working with Chamber-
lain Realty's Relocation Depart-
ment on a pilot project lo tempo-
rarlly and decorate

tactic

Designer poses a question:
empty vs. furnished house?

“It’s a nlee home, but there's tre-
mendous competition with new
construction houses sold through
model homes.

“Judy Hewes has been calllng
me every month with this idea,”
Levett sald, laughing. “And I'm
glad she kept after me, because 1
think It could work."

WHEN A relocation company
acquires a house, they normally
have It painted and carpeted in
neutral colors — at a cost of ap-
proximaicly $6,000, according to
ilewes,

For an additlonal $1,200 or so,
she can Improve the house's ap-
pearance dramatlcally — and help
It sell more qulekly, she said.

"We dld something similar with
a house tn Ohlo that had been on
the market for 2 while ~ and it
sold in two weeks,” Hewes sald.
“We do it on a shoestring — we
gear It so the realty company can
afford to do jL."

WHAT DOES $1,200 buy?
Hewes’ approach Is to rent furni-
ture for a lew key areas — the
kitchen, living room and family

the family moved
due to rel { :

by installing wallpaper borders
with double-sided tape.

“I want to stress that it takes one
totally committed designer to ac-
complish this,"” Hewes said.

“It took a good 72 hours of work.
Everything was hand-coordlnated
— every house we do would be to-
tally different. But If you stick with
it, you can transform a house pret-
ty quickly.”

IN ORDER to make sure area
real estate agents saw the change
In the home, Chamberlaln hosted a
luncheon there, complete with a
drawing for a car phone.

Approximately 50 real estate
agents atiended, and many secemed

room — and buy some
such as used books and

houses that are vacant because the
homeowners have been trams.

ferred,

SELLING AN EMPTY house, no
matter how attractive, can be diffi-
cult because buyers have a hard
time imaglning it furnished.

So Hewes, who heads her own
firm, Continental Interfor Design,
persvaded Theresa Levett, director
of Chamberlain’s Relocation De-
partment, to let her use rental fur-
niture and a fow acecessories (o
brighten up what might otherwise
be a sterlte-looklIng house,

“This is an attempt to sell a
Traveller's relocation home that's
been on the market since April,”
Levett said,

pottery.

Chamberlain bought the Orlental
rug, the flcus tree and a brass flre-
place screen Lo use in other houses.

In rooms that weren't furnished,
such as the den and bedrooms,
Hewes hung attraclive prints and
posltioned flower arrangements on
shelves and windowsills.

The prints were loaned for a
month by Aardvark Custom Fram-
ing in Farmington HllIs and the
silk flowers were provided by Vie-
torla’s in Brighton.

THIS PARTICULAR house had
altractive window (reatments, but
it It hadn't, Hewes would have used
Inexpensive valances.

She can also add coler to a room

“Pye never scen a house profes-
sionatly decorated to be sold like
that,” sald Suuarx!_glurk. a sales

Jia RIDEF/Sta phologeaphor

house doesn't scli it's an expense
I'll have to eat,” Levett sald.

“But we wanted to show Travel-
fer’s that we're estremely commit-
ted to selllng relocatlon houses and
will promote them to the best of
our abllities.”

Levett hopes that If this house
sells fairly quickly, relocation com-
panies will be more willing to pay
for design services in the future.

BUT THE upproach is only
worthwhlte in certain situatlons,
she sald.

For one thing, the price of the
house has to be high enough to jus-
tlfy the expense of decorating. This
particular one in Rochester Hills is
listed at $198,900.

Secondly, decorating a house
would be more useful In an arca
like Rochester HMls or West

“1t's very effective. I have shown
several vacant hames and not sold
any of them. This might help.”

The house represents an exciling
new approach to selling relocation
homes — and also some risk.
Levett sald,

BECAUSE Traveller's Reloca-
tion, which owns the house, was
unwlilling to pay for anything more
than the customary painting and
carpeting, Chamber]aln has invest-
ed“ln the addltional decorating it~
self,

“If we lose the listing — which
expires In a month — and If this

feld, where real estate
agents are competing with new
houses,
And finally, this approach makes
most sense when the real estate
market 1s soft and houses are tak-
ing longer to sell.

WITH THOSE reservations,
Levelt is optimistic that between
them she and Hewes can pioneer a
creatlve approach to selling relo-
catlon homes in the Detrolt area.

In fact, she already has Hewes
working on another project — an
unusual, contemparary house in
downtown Birmingham.

exhibitions

Tuesday-Saturday, 1040 W. Huron,
Chicago

© RATTLESNAKE CLUB

by Natlonal Geo-

6 SOMERSET MALL

Thursday, Jan. 4 — “A Thousand
Years of Roman Fashions, 500 B.C.
to A.D, 500," presented by Norma
Goldman,ls on display through Jan.
14, Goldman, professor at Wayne
State Unlversity, has recrealed
Roman fashions down to the last
seam alter Intentive on-slte re-
scarch, Open during regular Mall
hours, Big Beaver and Coolldge,

Teoy.
@ LAWRENCE STREET
GALLERY

. Thursday, Jan. 4 — Elchings, serl-
graphs and embossed prints by
Casnadian artist Mathias Muleme
are on dlsplay to Feb, 3, Closing re-
ception 1-4 p.am. Saturday, Feb. 3,
THours are 11 a.m. {0 4 p.m. Tuesday-
Saturday, 20 W. Lawrence, Pontlac.
© JOY EMERY GALLERY

.Friday, Jan. § — Palntings and
prints by Michigan artists Stephen
Duren, Dlck Goody, Ann Mikolowski
and Lucllle Nawara are on dlsplay
through Feb, 3, Hours are 11 a.m. to

6 pam. Tuesday-Saturday, until B
p.m, Thursday, 131 Kercheval,
Grosse Painte Farms,
© SYBARIS GALLERY
Saturday, Jan. 6 — Sculpture by
Margaret Keelan, Tony Natsoulas,
Frank Ozercko and Susan Martin is
on display through January. Recep-
tion 1.5 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 8, Hours
are 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesday-Satur-

graphic photographer Willlam Al
bert Allard are on display in the
Grill Room through Jan. 20, This s
his only non-musesm show and
many of the works are for sale, 300
River Place, Detrolt.
© BIRMINGHAM BLOOMFIELD
ART ASSOCIATION

Sunday, Jan. 7 -~ “Letters, Our
t.cgncy." is the nnnunl,}urifcd exhiblt

day, 301 W, Feurth, Royal Oak,
© ROCHESTER HILLS CITY
HALL

Palnlings by Dorothy Foly of
Bloomficld Hills are on display
through February. The exhibit is
sponsored by Palnt Creek Center for
the Arts, Open 8 a.m. to 5 p.m, Mon-
day-Friday, 1000 Rochester Hills
Drive, off Avon Road, Rochester

- Hills,

© ARC GALLERY

, “Visual Dlalogues/Emotional
Spaces,” paintings by Dale Sparage
of Southficld are on display through
JAN. 27. Receplion 5-8 pm. Friday,
Jan. 5. Hours are 11 am.'to 5 p.m.

¥ of Calligra-
phers. Continues through Jam, 27.
Receptlon 4-6 pm. Sunday, Jan. 7.
Hours are 9:30 aumn. lo 4:30 p.m.
Monday-Saturday, 1516 S. Cran-
brook, BirmIngham.
® ART LOFY GALLERY

“Images From Italy" — works on
paper and sculpture by Corinne A.
Ragheb "of Blrmingham continue
through Feb. 3. Hours are 10 a.m, to
5:30 p.m. Monday-Saturday, until
8:30 pan. Thursday, 124 S, Wood.
ward, Suite 3, sccond {loor, Blrralng-
ham, . .

@ AUSSELL KLATT GALLERY
Newly released serigraphs by

American  Impressionistsd Henry
Plisson, John Pawell and Christlan
Tltle and new works by regular gal-
lery artists ace on display, 1467 S.
‘Woodward, Blrmingham,

® GARDEN CITY

Works of several Incal artists are
on display, including olls, acrylics,
watercolor and pen and ink. Hours
noon to 5 p.m., Thursday through
Saturday, 30118 Ford Road, Sheri-
dan Square, Garden City.

® CHAMELEON

Watercolors by Peggy Brown,
stained glass by Diana Blanchard
and ather contemparary works by lo-
cal and Australian arilsts through
December, Hours are 10 am. to 6
p.am. Monday-Thursday; 10 am. to ¢
p.m, Friday; 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., Satru-
day; and noon to 5 p.m, Sundny. 370
S. Maln Street, Plymouth.

© ROCHESTERHILLS
MUSEUM

Stoney Creek Christmas Toyfest
continucs through Jan. 27, The toya
span the 20th century, Hours are 14
pm. Tuesday-Saturday. Admission

charge, 1005 Van Hoosen, Rochester
Hills. For information, call 656-4663.

® MCA GALLERY

“Reallsm " Includes works by sev-
en  Michlgan artists. Continues
through March 16, 1200 Sixth St., De-
trolt.

@ GALLERY 22

Christmas art show has works by
Yoko Moro, Jlm Ostholf, Charles
Gale and others. Contlnues to Jan.
13, Hours are 9:30 am. to 6 pm.
Monday-Wednesday and Friday, un-
Ul 9 p.m. Thursday and 5 p.m. Satur-
day, 22 E. Long Lake, Bloomfield
Hills.

© BELIAN ART CENTER

Objects d'art as well as art and
ready to wear jewelry are on display
to .l:‘nln. 14. Hours are noon to 6 p.m.
M 5980

Road, 'l"my.

@ RUBINER GALLERY

Hollday show fcatures works by
Burkert, Skaler, Summers, Thayer,
Jerzy and Milton, Hours are 10:30
am, to 5 pm, Tuesday-Saturday,
10!:; Orchard Lake, West Bloom.
field.

© DETROIT INSTITUTE OF
ARTS

“Furnlture by Wendall Castle”
continues through Feb. 4, The DIA s
origlnating this show which will
teavel to five museums In the United
States. Objects by Carol Ann Carter
and constructions and drawings by
Thom Bohnert make up the ninth ex-
hibit of the Ongolng Michigan Artists
Program (OMAP) which contlnues
through Jan. 28. Open Irce of charge
9:10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Tuesday-Sun-
day, 5200 Woodward, Detroit.”

\

® COUNTY GALLERIA

The Surface Designers of Michl-
gan, 21 in all, have an exhibit of di-
mensional art through Jan. 12. Open
to the public. Hours are 9 am. to 5
p.an, Monday-Friday, Executlve Off-
fce Building, 3200 N. Telcgraph,
Pontlae.

& DONALD MORRIS GALLERY

Paintings by Clement Mcadmore
are on dlsplay through January.
Hours are 11 a.m. {0 § p.nw Tucsday-
Saturday, 105 Townsend, Blrming.
ham.




