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‘The Faemington Hills-based Ad-

2 vanced Center for Technology Train-

ing's Mobile Tralning Center has

completed a cross-country tour that

brought ACTT's technology educa-

tlon programs to educators In seven
states.

“The Literacy Bus,” as it Is
known, began lts trip in Washington,
where It anchored the Natlonal Con-
Icrence for Woman's Amerlean
ORT. Barbara Bush, known for her
active involvement in famlly litera-
cy programs, vislted the bus and

- leatned about the ACTT programs,
After operating a robot, she looked

* up and sald, “And I fust learncd how
to use my computer. Look what it
leads to.”

While in the natlon's capital, the
bus visited several high schools and
. community colleges.

During a presentatlon to pre-engi-
neering  students at  Washington's
Dunbar Senlor High School, one stu-

<"dent sald, “this gets you all rlled up

~ to go out and learn some more.” Afl-

! ter leaving Washlngton, the Literacy

* Bus slopped in Waterloo, lowa, Torr-

- Inglon, Wyoming, Colorado Springs,

! Col., Oklahoma Clty, Dallas, Texas,
and Orlando, Fla.

The ACTT Literacy Bus can ac-

.- commodate as many as 15 students,
- Based on a 40-foot-long motar coach,
*: the Literacy Bus is a fuily equipped
. classroom wlith an array of audlov-
isual trainlng equipment and five In-
Jdividual work statlens, including
«« three that are wheelchalr aceessible.
“ Slnce the bus was lnavgurated In
1987, it has logged $0,000 miles, vis-

Board rejects congregation’s plans for

By Jamos Radobaugh
stalf writor.

A dlyided West Bloomfield Town-
ship Board stood flrm Dee, 21 in lts
opposltion to the plans of a Jewish

g to bulld a 14
near Drake and 14 Mlle roads — de-
spite a lawsuit {iled by the congrega-
tion,

The board voted 4-3 In a special
. morning meeting to uphold its earli.
« er denial of site plan approval for a

Ited 22 states, and been toured by
22,000 people.

ACTT HAS identified a serlous
“technology lteracy” gap between
the bastc reading and mathematical
skills workers learn at school and
the job-speciflc skills thelr compa-
nies need to be competitive In the In-
creasingly competitive world mar-
ket

‘The ACTT curriculum s designed
to bridge this gap and help werkers
be flexlble and adapt to major
changes In manufacterlng technolo-
38

The ACTT currluculum teaches
students the basics, then carefully
guides them at their own pace to
master the concepts behind new au-
tomated systems,

Since students learn how to solve
future as well as current problems,
they will not require complete re-
training as technology changes.

ACTT's curriculum is based on the
materials and methods of the Organ-
izatlon for Rehabilitatlon through
Training.

Founded In 1880, ORT is a global
network of 6,000 instructors and 800
schools and (rainlng centers provid-
ing vocational and technical cduca-
tlon to 140,000 adults and children in
48 countries.

All of ACTT's courses can be dem.
onstrated or taught on slte in Inten-
slve full-or-half-day seminars
tallored 10 the client's needs.

500-seat synagogue that the B'nai
Moshe congregation of Oak Park
wants to bulld west of Drake be-
tween 14 Mlle and Maple, near the
Farmington Hllls border,

B'nal Moshe leaders want to move
the 35-year-cld congregation to West
Bloomficld because most of its
members now live fn the area.

“Now we're back In court; from
here I don't know what happens,”
said townshlp Supervisor Sandra
Draur, who voted against approving
the site plan,

Barbara Bush thanks Richard Brown, president of the Far

the tour of the Literacy Bus.

The area is currently zoned for
single-family residentlal housing and
construction of the synagogue would
require a speelal permit.

OFFICIALS WIIO oppose granl-
ing that permit said the synagogue
would interfere with the orderly de-
velopment of a five-acre lot to the
south and pose other preblems con-
cerned with noise and parking lot
lighting and screening,

Board trustee Dennis Vatsis said
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arbara Bush tours Hills-based ‘Literacy Bus’

he opposes (e synagogue because
e township already lias allowed too
much Lax-free development and that
any more threatens e township's

More than 10 percent of the town-
ship is already oceupied by tax-ex-
crapt institutions such as temples,
schiols and hospitals, Vatsis said.

“We cannot afford 1o become a ha-
ven for tax-exempt institutions in
West Bloomfield, be they religious or
Ganything clse),” he said,

B'nai Moshe Rabbi Allan Mcy-
erewitz called the board's action
“very unfortunate,” and said the
congregatlon would continue to seek
a resolutlon with a suit {lled in Cir-
cult Court after the board first re-
jected the slte plan in November.

“We satisfied every aspect of the
approval process,” he sald. “Every
legal, every plannlng matter has
been satlsfactorily deall with.”

THE PROJECT has been ap-
proved by the township's planning

Training, for

synagogue

commission and the wetlands review
board.

Meyerowitz said the argument
that the synagogue threatens the
township's tax base Is “abserd” be-
cause the property in question is rel-
atlvely small.

“When you have a residential area
you have fo expect churches, schools
and hospitals,” he said.

Meyerowitz said he bedieves that
religious bigotry may have motivat-
cd some board members to appese
the synagogue.
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20292 Middlebelt, Livonia * South of 8 Mile

474-6900
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Tues., Wed., Sat. 9:3
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