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Congress members in place for roll call votes

. While members of Congress In-
curred criticlsm for many of their
official actlons and persenal esca-
pades durlng 1989, one thing they dld
very well was attend roll calls on the
House and Senate floors.

Truants at laxpayer's expense
were hard to find In either body dur-
Ing the first year of the 101s{ Con-
gress.

The average House member 100k
part in 94 percent of the 368 roll
calls conducted during the 11.month
legislatlve session, and senators on
average voted on 98 percent of thelr

chamber's 312 record votes,

Just 33 House members and ane
senator scored below 90 percent.

The bigh turnout was no surprlse,
glven the priority that Image-mind-
cd members put on goed attendance
and the fact that most roll calls are
scheduled to avold conflict with
tawmakers' travel plans.

House and Senate percentages
have hoevered in the low to mid-90s
throughout this decade, and only in
1982, when the House registered 89
percent, did cither chamber fall to
reach 90 pereent.

Percentuge  shows how oflen
members voted yea or nay on 368
House rolt call votes and 312 Senate
coll call votes that were conducted
during 1989. Perlect attendance fs
100 percent.

U.s. Rep. Carl Pursell, R-Plym-
outh — 94 percent.

US. Rep. Dennis Hertel, D-
larper Woods -~ 93 percent.

. . .Levins lead area
reps in attendance

U.5. Rep. Willlam Ford, D-Taylor
— 94 percent.

U.S. Rep. Sander Levin, D-South-
field — 100 percent.

U.S. Rep. William Broomfield, R-
Birmingham — 94 percent.

U.5. Sen. Carl Levin, D, — 99 per-

ceal,
U.S. Sen. Donald Tegle, D — 96
percent.

Metnbers belleve high absentee-
ism from roll calls Is polltically
harmful, partleularly when an ag-
gresstve challenger converts the tru-
ancy Inte a campaign lssue casily
comprehended by voters back home.
But there Is no widely held view that
high attendance translates automatl-
cally Into excellence in other con-
gressional tasks,

REPRESENTATIVES LIKE Wil-

liam Natcher, D-Ky., who has never
missed a floor vote In 35 years in the
House, and Charles Bennett, D-Fla.,
who has missed just one quorum call
since 1951, are rated by colleagues
as effective leglslators, as are many
ather members with sparkling atten-
dance.
But the fact that many unexcep-
tional fawmakers also liave high at-
tendance bolsters the view that
merely shawing up to vote has little
bearing on overall competence.

"Voting participatlon is not a good
indicator ef anythlng other than
someene’s determination not to miss
votes,” sald Thomas Mann, a Con-
gress-watcher for the Brookings In-
stitution.

“Standing alone, it doesn't mean
that much,” sald Heritage Founatlon
congresslonal speciallst Mark Lled],
“because it is not that difficult to
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show up for all the votes. What s
more interesting is looking at votes
members miss and why they miss
them.”

The 1982 voting attendance 5urvey

Roll Call Report

by Roll Call Report
based on all congresslanal roll cnlls
other than quorutm calls. Members
had Lo cast a yea or nay to be count-
ed as voling.

Perfect attendance in the 435-seat
House was recorded by Republicans
Larry Combest of Texas, Timothy
Penny of Minesota, Thomas Petri of
Wisconsin and Christepher Shays of
Connectlcut, and Demoerats Jim
Jontz of Indlana, Dale Klice of Mich-
igan, Tom McMiilen of Maryland,

Harold Volkmer of Missouri and
Bennett and Natcher,

The worst House truancy was reg-
istered by New Jersey lawmakers
Jim Florie, a Democrat who missed
40 percent of the chamber's roll
calls, and Jim Courter, a Republican
who missed 75 percent. Both cam-
paigned most of the year for gover-
nor of the state. Florio won.

Aide John Steel said Florio “was
always here for the impaortant vates™

such as on abortion and the mini-
mum wage. Courter spokesman Matt
Behrmann said his boss also showed
up for key votes, adding “the respon-
sibllities of a congressman go far be-
yond what goes on on the floor.”

Eighteen of the 100 senators regls-
tered  perfect attendance. Spark
Matsunaga, D-Hawall, In bad health,
wus the only senator scoring below
90 pereent. He voted 63 percent of
the time.

Registration open for OU legal assistant test

Individuals who must take the
Personal Assessment Inventory re-
quired for entry into the Legal As.
sistant Program offered by the Divi-
sion of Continuing Education at Oak-
tand University may register now
for the Jan. § tests.

The tests, which mcasure skills
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and levels of abstract reasening, will
be held from 7:30-9:30 p.m. in the
Oakland center on the Rochester
campus. Prepayment of $25 is re-

ALL FLOOR SAMPLES
MARKED DOWN.

quired.

Persons interested can register by
calling 370-3120 during normal busi-
ness haurs,
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35 day delivery.
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Only one person
can design exactly
the furniture you want.

on’t compromise.

Nobody knows what you want belter than you
do. And, our deslign stalf lets you create exactly
tha fashionable look you want.

500 styles; 1000 fabrics.
Salecl from 500 styles o! sofas, loveseats,
sleepers, secllonals, chalrs and recliners, Then,
take your time salecting tha cover you llke.
From an enllre wall filled with more than 1000
designer fabrics.

You algo get a litetime frame, spring and
cushion warranty; as well as a two year fabric
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Designs for Living
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Updated classic clothing for women.

SPECIAL STORE HOURS: Open Tucsaay, Janwary 2 and Thursday, Janoaty 4 untit 8 p.m. (Tatbots mait Ionuons will keep regular hours.)
Open .

Sunday, January 7. Qur Geand Raplds store will not be open on Sund:

MALL, Novi.

ANN'ARBOR, 514 East Washington Streel. Tel. 5348588 » BIRMINGHAM, 255 South Woodward Avenue. Tel. 258-9696 » FAIRLANE TOWN CENTER,
Dearborn. Tel. 336-0344 « GROSSE POINTE, 17015 Kercheval Strzet. Tel. B34-5535 » TWELVE QAKS 9-6500
TALBOTS NEW STORE: BRETON VILLAGE SHOPPING CERTER, 1830 Breton Road, S E., Grand Rapids. Tel. (616) 856-5500

“Some Hems previously reduced. Cuanbties are kited. Sale prices in effect untd Sunday, January 21.
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