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Football fame
Coaches honor Harrison’s Sutter

By Don O'Moara
stall writer

Being the head coach, John Herr-
ington gets mdst of the credit for
Farmingten Hllls Harrlson's amaz-
ing sutcess in football,

But he's always ready to share the
acclaim with his coaching staff, and
he belleves longtime assistani Bob
Suiter has finally received his due in
that regard.

Sutter, who serves as defensive
coordinator and line coach, has been
voted Into the Michigan High Schoal
Football Coaches Assoclation Hall of
Fame, He will be honored at a ban-
quet in April atl the University of
Michigan,

“Bob is like another head coach,”
Hereington said. “He's had many
chances to be a head coach but want-
ed to stay with our program. So I
think 1t's great these hopors are
coming his way.”

The 47-year-old Sutier, a Livonia
resldent, coached the JV f{ootbatl
team from 1970 to 1872 and jolned
Herringlon on the varsity the next
year, taking responsibility for the
defense In 1977,

“It’s something cverybody is going
to get eventually if they've been in
the coaches assoclation long
enough,” said Sutter, not one to seck
out the spotlight, “bul nevertheless
I'm stifl excited about it.”

SUTTER HAS carved out hls own
reputatlon tn coachlng circles for his
work with the Harrlson defense,
which has created a tradition for ex-
cellence and has been outstanding
the last two years. Sutter's 5-2 de-
fense, with all of its stents and varia-
tions, was Instrumental in the Hawks
winning consecutive Class B champi-
onships.

“It's a great year for hlm to go In
- alter we won the state champion-
ship,” Herrlnglon sald. “Bob Is
known ail over the state for what he

‘I'm not that good at
organizational detail
and all the other things
that go along with
being a head coach. |
had a couple
opportunities but
decided to stay at
Harrison. We were
having too much fun
over there.’
— Bob Sutter
Hall of Fame inductee

docs, and we get a lot of requests
{rom coaches who want ta come to
Harrison and talk about the defense
we play.

“The offense has gotten a lot of
publicity the last few years, but it
was the defense that kept us in the
big games.”

Herrlngton cited the 1981 state fi-
nat in which the Hawks shut out {7-0)
favored Muskegon Catholic Central,
a team averaging 40 points a game,
to win their first state title.

Sutter ranks that game as a career
highlight, as well as the double-over-
time win ever Dearborn Fordson In
the "82 Class A tltle game and the
last two champlonshlp seasons,

In his day-to-day dutics, Sutter,
like a true assistant who labors in
anonymity, thoroughly enjoys coach-
Ing the llnemen, the “faceless enti-
ties” of every foctball team.

“WE CALL them the grubbers, be-
cause they're down In the dirt, dig-
ging In the trenches” he said.
“They're the non-heroes, Fenjoy hav-
ing them work hard and develop.”

Despite hls coaching ability,
Sutter has chosen (o stay at Harrlson
rather than become a head coach
somewhere clse. Many point 10 the
continulty in the Harrison staff —
Herrington, Sutter and another long-
time asslstant, Bob Saliow — for the
team’s repeated suceess, Herrington
is 166-40-1 jn 20 years as the school’s
only head coach, and the Hawks
were 106-9 in the 1980s.

“I'm not that good at organlzation-
al detail and all the other things that
go along with being a head coach,”
Sutier said, “I had a couple opportu-
nitles but decided to stay at Harri-
son, We were having teo much fun
over there.”

Another reason for the Harrlson
program's ability to stay on top for
so long is the mesh of personalitics
among the coaches. Herrington, ac-
cording to Sutier, Is the organizer
and olfensive coach, Sallow keeps
the others on an even keel and Sutter
is the one who tends to get carrled
away.

“That’s part of the chemistry on
our staff,” he said. “We're net only
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Steve Leonard (right) of Stevenson works inside against
ReShawn Sumler of Redford Bishop Borgess, Sumler scored
12 in the-win, while Leonard tallled 10 in a losing cause.

S’craft blows lead in tournament

“The ball rolled off his (Volbert's) leg and rolled to
the corner,” explained SC coach Dave Bogata). “Then

.. time explred.

The Schoolcraft College men's basketball team ap-
parently has developed a new patent.

The Occlats invented another way to lose Friday in
the consolatlon game of the Kellogg C .
lege Holiday Tournament in Battle Creek, squandering
a slx-point lead in the final minute against Henry Ford
CC, which pulled out a 76-75 viclory on
desperation three-point hook shot from (he corner as

“"The loss drops Schoolcraft to 6-11 overall.
Henry Ford, led by a team-high 19 polnts frem Livo-
nla Stevenson product Chris Nazelll, upped its record to
48

0On a clear-out play in the final seconds, Volbert gof
off the shot despite heavy pressure from s
Rob Harmon (Redford Bishop Borgess).

der.”

he Just picked it up and threw it over his right shoul-

IRONICALLY, [t was the only three-point shot Hene
Ford onini3 3

Borgess
blitzes
cage foe

By Brad Emons
statf writor

Livonla Stevenson went looklng
for basketball competition outside
the Western Lakes Activities Asso-
clation and got more than It bar-
gained (or Tuesday at Redford
Bishop Borgess.

The host Sparians, hitting 77 per-
cent {rom the floor (24 of 31) in the
first half, ran away from the vislt-
ing Spartans to past a convincing
78-60 victory.

“I'm not pleased with the way
we played, but I'm sure the kids
will draw from the experlence,”
said Stevenson coach Jim Mcln-
tyre, whose team Is 4-2 overall, “If
a game like this helps us In the long
run, then we'll be happy. We n
ed a game ke this to get ready for
our dlvislon (Lakes) because it's
golng to be tough,”

Borgess coach Mike Fusco had to
be pleased with the way hls team
bounced back from its first defeat
of the season, an 81-52 thrashing at
the hands of unbeaten Saginaw In
the Big Michigan Shoot-Out, Dec.
28 at the Pajace of Auburn Hllls,
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“We let them back into the ball game with terrible
shot selectlon,” sald Bogata). “We also had 22 turn-
ry Ford's seven) and my bench hurt me.
We got stupld with the ball in the last minute,”

Although Schoolcraft did not score a fleld goal in the
final five minutes, the Occlots atill were in position to
put the game away before freshman guard Jeff Elllott
(Plymouth Salem) put up an ill-advised 19-footer that
missed, followed by a five-second count against Ed
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friends, but we fill ditferent roles.”

Sutter, who models himsell afier
Prentlee Ryan, his former coach at
Royal Qak Klmball High School,ls
known as the motivator, a comple-
ment to Herringlon's casy-going
demeanor.

ONE OF his motivational tech-
nlques — attacking the blackboard
In Herrington's classtoom with hls
lforehead — came about by aceldent
during a team meeting and has be-
come another Harrison traditlon.

“He was talking to the players in
my room and saylng how much he'd
like to play — and he bumped hls
head,” Herrington said. *"The kids re-
acted to it so much it became a trad-
itlon. They look forward te him
dolng it.”

Prior to the playoff game with
Marysvitle In 1987, Sutter broke the
blackboard. Actually, it was a
forearm smash that crumpled i1, but
it appeared Sutter breke It with his
forechead. A dazed Sutter then
walked out of the room amidst
cheers.

*“He breke it into a million pleces,
and the kids went nuts," Herrington
sald. “The kids picked up the pleces
as souvenirs, and I bet they still have
those In their bedrooms as memen-

“'lt took me months (0 gel a new
blackboard,” he added.

Having grown weary of delivering
Coco Bults, Sutter said it's a tradi-
tion that has possibly seen its last.

“SOMEBODY had put a symbol of
the other team on the board,” sald
Sutter, recalllng the start of the
tradition. I turned around and gave
it a butt, and the kids got pumped.

“Now the cheerleaders write
Sutter's Spot en the board.”

Sutter has another spot rescrved
for him, too — in the Coaches Hall of
Fame.

Wish list

has Mill

in right program

OME THINGS 1 WISH would
happen in 1990:
Redford Unlon upset
Woadhaven in boys basket.
ball,

Tom Nieml back coachlng high
school basketball somewhere.

Keep the Michigan High School
Athletic  Assoclatton football
playoffs the same.

A stronger, faster and clean bill
of health for Tony Roles,

A winning season for GC football
coach Bob Eisiminger.

Tri-River League football
crawn for Thurston.

Redford Catholic Central sopho-
more center Bob Kummer grow
another three inches.

Glve Wally Barrett the space he
needs to coach the Livonla Steven-
son boys soccer team.

Give Stevenson football cvach
Jack Reardon some players.

MIll Coleman makes the right
choice.

Make John Herrington the suc-
cessor to George Perles.

Get the Livonla Public Schools
commltted to interscholastic ath-
tetics.

A LESS CONFUSING and more
uniform Western Lakes Actlvities
Association.

A talented 6-10 transfer for GC
basketball caach Bob Dropp.

John Miller and Tim Walton, a
permanent spot on the Lions roster.

Mark Messner, a big fumble re-
covery agalnst the Glants and a
trip in the Super Bowl.

A new halr salon for Bernle Car-
bo In Winter Haven, Fla.

Carrle Cunnlngham, a quarterfi-
nal berth in the Australtan Open,

Al lafrate, a spot In the NHL All-
Star Game.

Mike Modano, Rookic of the
Year honors.

Dennis Smith, more than a cup of
co](lm.' with the Washinglon Capi-
tols,
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Coach Chuck Gorden, another
proficient passer at Glenn,

Paul Soucy, another Olympic
boxing hopeful.

U-M linebacker Alex Marshalt,
tears of foy after a vietory for
Gary Mocller agalnst Notre Dame.

Toby Heaton, a starting role on
MSU's offenslve line.

MISSOURI'S JOHN McIN-
TYRE, the game-winning basket
agalnst Oklahoma. Or how about
Notre Dame?

Churehill coach Herb Osterland,
a WLAA Western Divislon baseball
title.

An Observerland Track Helays
meet with 70-degree temperatures
and not a cloud in the sky.

No more high school foothall
playoff games at Filnt Atwood Sta-

Franklin football coach Armand
Vigra, a breakaway running back.

Madonna baseball coach Mike
George, a trip to the NAIA
playofs.

Another trip for this writer to
Johnstown, Pa.

The state basketball finals at the
Breslin Center and Crisler Arena
Instead of the Palace.

An all-weather track for Redford
Unlon High.

A good hockey game between
Stevenson and Churchill Jan. 12 at
Edgar Arena,

A college coaching Job for Mike
Fusco,

Another trip to the NCAA bas-
ketball tournament with Dave Van
Wagoner.

M-CARE.

There's a serious accident.
Time is crucial. A helicopter is
dispatched to speed the victim to
the University of Michigan Buru
Center....a service you, hope-
fully, will never have to call on.
But il's there if you need it, and
much, much more through

M-CARE is the only HMO
that links all the resources of the
U of M Medical Center to the
personal care of your family

ith M-CARE,
the sky is not the limit.

Of course, with the M-CARE
network of hospitals in cities
like Royal Oak, Dearborn and
Rochester, you don't always
have to go to the U of M
Medical Center. Bul isn't it good
to know it's there whenever
you need it? To find out more,

ask your employer. Or call

MG

M-CARE at 747-8700.
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doctor and your nearby hospital,
M-CARE covers you for office
visits, checkups, hospitalization —
even emergency helicopter

transport.

The {TMID Chae

The only HMO backed by the
U of M Medical Center.




