Darlene Feldman waves to the Detroit police as
they drive by her new sheller on Cass — De-
troit Cover-Up's Learning Center tor Homeless
Women and Children or simply, the Blanket

SHARON LoMIEUX/s1aH photographor
Lady's Place, For salety reasons, she hopes
someone will donate and install exterior fight-
ing, a garage door and an automatic garage
door opener for the unlighted drive-in bay.

Center to aid women, kids
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downward spiral of the shelters.
Handing out blankets Isn't enough.

Thls woman who belicves dreams
can come (ruc has a contemporary
business wish list. She refuses to
spend money that has been donated
to the poor on business essentials,
cven If they would make her life cas-
ler.

“Everything has been a hurdle,
Right now, we have a safe, warm
place. We have 1o get it equlpped to
get the peoplein it

First on the agenda is getting the
plumbing fixed.

FOR HER safety and that of val-
unleers who go down regularly into
the impoverished corridor, some
1hings appear essential:

® One, installation of
lighting In the two-car bay.

The place is pitch-dark by late af-
ternoon and cramped with only two
vehicles. For Feldman to find the
keys to the wrought-iron exterior
gate and then the wooden door, she
needs a flashlight or must turn on
her headlights, Once Inside, she must
hack-track to the car to turn off the
lieadlights. She does all this while
carrying in boxes and bags of donat-
ed merchandise.

Even the street-smart can recog.
nize the polential danger. Twice,

outside

that potential came too close for
comiort for Feldman, she said.

® Two, a massive garage door
with opener,

With this, Feldman could drive in
and move around safely in the bay.

® Three, the use of vans, trucks
and drivers to pick up and deliver to
the center. Feldman needs to trans-
port conttnuous donations, some
large, ke furniture.

Also, from Jan. 2 to Feb. 2,
WOMC-FM is sponsoring a blanket
drive at five Little Caesar Fun Cen-
ters. New as well as clcan, used
blankets can be dropped ofi at 208 S.
Wayne at Cherry Hill, Westland, 729-
$100; 15060 Eurcka, Southgate, 285-
§545; 11555 Engleman, Hoover and
104 Mile, Warren, 754-9888; 1241
W. 14 Mile, Clawson, 435-3770; and
2380 Orchard Lake, Sylvan Lake,
682-4880.

® Four, a word processor and a
fax machine, Feldman must rely on
splral notebooks and a rolodex to
keep track of velunteers and re-
sources.

LOCALLY, THE Birmingham
Temple In Farmington Hllls has
adopted Detrojt Cover-up as its 1980
mitzvah — Yiddish for charity or
worthy decd. The youth group volun-
teered to come down and help do
work.

“As & matter of fact, on Christmas

Day when our food was stalen, it was
that Farmington Hills temple which
pulled together and collected $400
within an hour and had teams out
here in the suburbs 10 shop,

“It was the Farmington Hills Jew-
ish community which paid for
Christmas. An hour before people
were to show up, we were left stand-
ing there with empty hands.”

The food, donated by meechants,
was stolen from vans parked on Je!-
ferson. Twentyfive Detroit-area
restaurants had contributed."There
was clam chowder, stew, roasis,
hams, ribs, wonderful gourmet
foods,” Feldman said.

These foods were part of “Street
Feast 1589," the personal project of
a Royal Oak woman, who Feldman
will identify only as Terri,

“This Is her baby,” Feldman said.
“We simply joined with her because
we had that building and we had that
Habllity insurance and it motlvated
us to get the center golng, In no way
can I ever take credit for Terri's see-
ond annual 'Street Feast.'”

At least a ha){-dozen women came
down on the bus Christmas Day to
see i the center was open, then
made a return bus trip to retricve
their children, Feldman sald.

(To donate to Detroit Cover-Up,
write 0. Bor 35277, Detroit
48235 or call 851-9027.)

Citing possible conflicts,
Call quits Center board

By Josnno Mallezowaki
statt wrltor

Concerned about possible conflicts
of interest, Farmingten Hills assist-
ant ¢ily manager David Call has re-
signed as a Community Center of
Farmington-Farmington Hills board
cmber.

He willl finish out the remaining
months of the last year of his term
as a lialson between the city and the
center,

Cali’s decision to resign followed
an early December meeting between
city staff and resldents near the

center on F
Road. Residents, e sald, felt uncom-
fortable speaking about thelr con-
cerns with him present, Call sald.

“1 felt that vpon complalnis and

concerns (of residents) and the com-
munity center getting invelved with
the plannlng commisston’s declslon,
there could be a confltet,” Call said.
Call referred to the Farmlngten
Hills Planning Commission's Nov. 16
declsion to ban the center's use of
speakers and microphones outdoors
for one year. Commissioners’ deci-
sion was prompted by nearby resl-
dents' complalnts, at least one of
whom was at the carly December
meeting. M

CENTER BOARD president Law-
rence Freedman said he's “not up-
tight" about Call’s decision {o resign,
effective Dec. 5. I feel very frankly
being that Dave is an employee with
the city, it's probably In the best in-
terest of the city and the center.”

Noise complaint
trial postponed
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PFAFF IS charged with a mis-

served as center Spokesman when
the Farmington Hills Plannlng Com-
mission In September established a
ban on the center's outdoor use of
speakers and microphones, us urged
by nearby residents.

Farmington Hllls clty attorney
Timothy Kenny didn’t wish to dls-
cuss in detall the change In altorneys
other than to confirm that the trial
w1 be rescheduled.

Communlty Center president Law.
rence Freedman sald board mem-
bers agreed with Donohuc's reconi-
mendatlon to retaln Brukoff. De-
nohue sald he will recommend the
same with other [ssues confronling
the eenter.

Despite the delay, Farmington
10lis resident Wiitlam Shorit sald
he's not disappointed. Shorit lives
next to the community center and
flled the dislurbing the peace com-
plaint durlng a outdoor concert Aug.
a3

“I just think theso arc the wheels
of jusilce grinding slowly, We'll just
walt It out. There bs nothing personal
agalnst Dorothy Pfaff. I'm sure
she'll walk out with a suspended sen-
tence. I think justlce wlil be served
then,” Shortt said.

that, upon , Car-
rles 2 maximum $500 finc and 9
days in jail. A not-guilty plea was en-
tered carller on her behall, Donohue

said.

Shortt is among a small group of
residents who have been upset with
the “highly

Call was the city official who
Farmington Hills pelice contacted in
August when Farmington Road resi-
dent Willlam Shortt flled a disturb-
ing the peace complaint agalnst ex-
ecutlve director Dorothy Piaff dur-
ing an cutdoor concert,

‘The Farmington Hills City Councll
is expected to dlscuss the communl-
ty center at a study sesslon Satur-
day, Jan. 20. Councilman Ben Marks.
also Is a community center board
member.

The community center’s deed
states that should the center fail
finanelally, it will fall to the Farm-
ngton Community Library. If the li-
brary board chooses nat to Lake it, it

becomes the responslbility of Farm-
ington Hills.

at the cenler's outdoor theater.

The Aug. 23 complaint was not the
flrst time residents called Farming.
ton Hllls police when the outdoor
concerts bothered them. But when
police arrived at Shorft’s home near
the center on Aug. 23, the resident
insisted that a complalnt be flled,
‘The cutdoor concert fentured gultar-

Ists,

According to Farmington Hills po-
llce reporty, clty officials were con-
tacted before the ticket was issued
to Pfalt to determine whether the
outdoor concerts had been approved
by city officials,

Prompted by residents’ come
plalnts about nolse from the center,
Farmington Hills planners Sept. 16
set a one-year ban on the community
center's use of apeakers and micro-
phones. Center officials arc still
grappling with the financia! effect
the ban will have on cenler reve-
nues.

center board member

THOUGH UNCERTAIN whether
it's related, Piaff said 1989 year-end
contributions were markedly re-
duced compared Lo 1988 year-end
contributions, “1'm not ready lo say
that’s the cause,” Pfaff said,

Center officials also continue to be
concerned whether the ban will en-
sure nelghbors' or planning commis-
sloners' wrath if occurrences, such
as children playlng loudly at the cen-
ter's day camp, constitute a viola-
tlon of the commlssion’s ban and ac.
companylng llst of restrictions,

Despite the ban, planning commis-
sloners Sept. 16 approved a speclal
use to allow the center to have the
outdoor theater In a residential zon-
ing district. Should there be any
more complalnts during tho one-
year ban, the Issue i3 to be returned
to planning commissloners for dis-
cusslon.

Homeless woman gets
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chance at a new start

By Susan Buck
staif wrltar

Sonja Hall, 25, walking north on
Cass Avenue, recognized Darlenc
Feldman immediately in the dusk.

“You're Darlene, the Blanket
Lady," Hal) sald. “You gave blankets
to me and my babies.”

Then Hall, who cluiched a red
wallet and cellophane package,
burst into tears and told Feldman
her story.

Hall left her four children, ages ¢
1o 7, with their grandmother in Lans.
ing after spending Christmas there,
She returned to Detroit to lock for
work, Hall pald her security deposit
on an apartment but the landlord
never gave her a key.

She didn’t want to stay with her
boyfriend, she sald, because he was
using crack. Se she ended up on the
street.

Hall, who tost a child she was car-
rying in November, has also spent
time in a seven-day rotating shelter.
But she exhausted her time and was
kicked out.

Now, Hall wanted to go back to
Lansing. But flrst, she wanted to
gather up her belonglngs. “I aln't
never been on drugs and 1 don’t want
my hables on them," she said.

HALL RECALLED the time she
spent at the Coalition on Temporary
Shelter on Peterboro in Detrait with
her children. She got into a tiff with
an employee who tried to hurry her
and her children during a meal to
make room for the men waiting to
cat.
“'My kids goi to cat first,” Hall re-
called screaming to the employee.

It's a common scenario among
shelter women, according to Feld-
man. These weman hush thelr chil-
dren silent for fear of upsetting an
unstable man in the room. Rather
than reveling tn childhood exuber-
ance, the children become fearful
zombics, Feldman sald.

“People have o be close to the
saup kltchens,” she sald.

Feldman is fond of saying that she
has one foot In each world.

“1d Jike to get a ‘60's mentality in
this generation,” she sald, referring
to suburban youth. “I think the chil-

Loty

] Darlene Feld-
| man calls
these Christ-
mas decora-
tions “tood for
the soul and
the spirit.”
They were
donated
for her
shelter's
holiday feast
by the mana-
ger of the
- K marion
Orchard Lake
Road in Farm-
ington Hills.

ey

dren in the Farmington area need to
kaow that they are privileged, that
everybody doesn’t have a Nintendo
and Reeboks.”

Feldman knows the Cass Carridor
sits outside of the American dream.

After she exhausted efforts to find
available overnight housing, Hall
chose to go 1o the Billinghurst Hotel,
where she knew the manager would
find a vacant room for her until
morning.

FELDMAN USED a Detroit Cov-
er-Up check to buy a non-refundable
$13.50 ticket to Lansing that Hall
could pick up at the Greyhound Ter-
minal In the morning aiter gathering
her belongings.

On the way to the Greyhound tep-
minal to buy the ticket, Hall showed
Feldman the contents of the cello-
phane package she was holding — a
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Polish sausage sandwich. A man
gave her a cigarette that she, in turn,
gave another man in exchange for
the sandwich.

Glancing at the store name on the
package, Feldman went back
against the car seat in disbelief. “1
cant believe it Feldman said.
“That’s our food that was stolen. [
hope the thieves get [ndigestion.”

It's a tough call to distinguish be-
tween the street people who are con
artists and those who are truly
needy, Feldman said.

She relies on her instinet while
watching a person’s eyes and body
language. “Sonja's eyes weren't di-
lated, her body was relaxed and she
wasn't jerky,” Feldman said.

Hall never changed her story ei-
ther.

Thanks to Feldman's effort Fri-
day, Hall did change her direction.

$1650

Your shelter

fram the arctic
chill, at a price to
warm you alf over.
Tip-dyed brown
raccoon with johany
collas, straight
sleeves, easy body.

Sizes S-M-L.

Impected tons
to thow e

g

Aak shont ovr Eatanded Papmant
Plan far hu parthase of fare

AMERICAN
RACCOON

Jacobson’s

Wa wolcome Jacabsan's Charge, MasterCard! VISAY and Amorican Cxpre:

Shop untit 8 pm, on Thuraday and Fridsy. Untit 8 pm. on Mondoay, Tuosday, Wednesday ang Saturday.




