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At top, the original Dean Hall in black and white that was locat-
ed originally on the site of what became Cypress Gardens. The
house has since been moved to Huspah Creek in Beaufort
County, near Hilton Head, S.C. The color photo shows the
reproduction. As in the original, the upper floor resis on 20
arches. The arcaded basement Is uscd for storage, and the up-
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hires go-between

By Gerald Frawloy
stalf wrlter

Local government and planning
agencies are seeing a new face at
many of thelr meetings: the Bullders
Assoclation of Southeastern Michl-
Ran has hired a go-between,

Marlin Rubin, former assistant
planner at the Oakland County com-
munlty and economic development
department, was hired at the end of
QOctober to act as a lialson between
the assoclation and townshlp and
city planning agencies.

Part of Rublin's job Is to attend

group

friendly arena In recent years as no-
growth and slow-growth pressures|
escalate.

“[ beljeve in balance. Whether It's;
a healthy diet or a healthy communi-
ty, you've got to have balance,” Ru-
bin said. Helptng to provide balance,|
he sald, is what he hopes to accom.|
plish.

In addltion to meeting regularly
with building department officials in
comemunitics with significant devel-
opment, Rubln also Intends to be-
come aclive in local chambers of
commerce and the Southeast Michi-
gan Councll of Governments plan-

area planning
and keep the BASM abreast of new
developments that might affect de-
velopers. But he wlll also act as an
advocate for the group,

ning

“iT'S NIGHT and day, night and
day,” Rubin said of his recent switch

builders in what has become an un:

Marlin Rubin

Plense turn to Paga 2

‘I believe in balance.
Whether it’s a healthy
diet or a healthy
community, yoir've got
to have balance.’
—~Marlin Rubin
ligison
iation of

Busitcts

BILL BRESLER/a1alt pholographor
per floors are devoled to living space. In deference to late 201h
century amenities, an attached garage was added to the repro-
duction. Although the original Includes a pinzza, a covered
porch on four sides of the house, the reproduction features it on
three sides to accommodale the garage wing.
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The old South
comes to life
INn new house

By Loulso Okrutaky
stalt writer

When clients asked Cambridge
Builders and archltect Walter Melo-
nio to reproduce a hlstorlc home, the
challenge lay in providing modern
amenities in an unobtrusfve fashion.

The owners, hushand and wife his-
tory buffs, settled on reproducing
Dean Hall, built in 1827 by a cotton
and rlee plantaticn owner in South
Carolina. It was chosen after Melo-
nio and the couple looked over their
snapshots of various historle homes
from different eras.

“They had taken pictures of Victo-
rians, Georglans. They really ¢id the
whole eastern seaboard,” Melonio
said.

Victorian homes were dropped
from consideration because the cost
of replicating the ornate details
found In those homes was too high
far the couples’ budget.

Instead they scttled on the brlek
raised cottage style house bullt by
Yale-educated planter Willtam A.
Carson.

They chose the house at the same
time they found a lot for It In
Pheasant Hills subdivision, North-
ville. Bardered on two sldes by wet-
lands which can’t be disturbed, the
Iot suits 2 home originally built tn
the rural South,

Dean Hall was located originally
on the site of what became Cypress
Gardens. The house has since been
moved to Huspah Creck in Beaulort
County, near Hiiton Head, S.C. With
the lof, the reproduction cost ap-
proximately $400,000.

As in the orlginal, the upper floor
rests on 20 arches. The arcaded
basement is used for storage and the
upper {floors are devoted to living
space.

in deference to late 20th century
amenities, an attached garage was
added to the reproduction. Attached
to the maln house by a small breeze-
way that contalns an extra bath, the
garage echoes the shape and lines of
the house without the brick arches
under it. A curved window n the
house’s second story front is repeat-
ed on a smaller scale in the garage.

Although the origlnal includes a
plazza, a cavered parch on four sldes
of the heuse, the roproductlon fea-
tures it on three sldes to accommo-
date the garage wing.

Melonlo based his design on a pho-
tograph of the origlnal house. He
counted bricks to estimate the pro-
portions of the house. “You have to

bedsooms, 2 baths, den and glass enclosed
calth club facilitics including
ol sauna, whitlpool and exercise room « Social coom « Garage with storage locker

n exclusive private community nestled among marure trees, winding streams and a spring fed take. Glen Oaks
offess the ultimate in elegant living, including: « 2300 sq. {t.

Furnished Corporate Suites Available

Furnished Models Open Daily 12-5 p.m.

Architect fAelonio
based his design on a
photograph of the
original house. He
counted bricks to
estimate the
proportions of the
house. He estimated
the columns running
along the porch
measured 10 inches
around at the top and
tapered to eight
inches.

almost think what the architect was
thinklng.”" Melonlo said,

Judging from the photograph, he
estimated the columns running along
the porch measured 10 Inches
around at the top and tapered to
elght Inches, The wooden columns
were speeially made for the house at
about $800 aplece.

When it came to reproducing the
brick accents on the lower arches,
Cambridge commissioned  bricke
without the scries of holes the mod-
crn types contain. But the brick used
throughout the housc Is a modern
standard deslgn that approximates
the original.

At the front entrance, the house
features a small foyer common to
the early 19th century. Instead of
opening into the foyer, the stalrway
leads into the kitchen at the back of
the house,

"We knew nothing about the inte-
rior,” Melonio sald. The back of the
home contain a 30-by-18 foot kitch-
en with a fireplace and family room.
The simple mantle of the flreplace is
similar to those found In 19th centu-
ry kitchens. It features fireplace
cupboards on one side which hide a
televislon and VCR. Modern kitchen
cablnets and a cook top take up the
work slde of the room. French doors
lead to a rear porch,

The front parlor features a flves
foot-tall hand-crafted oak mantle
over the fireplace.

Upstairs over the garage, the mas-
ter bedroom's sloping celflng gives it
an antique feel, Connected with the
bedroom by a dressing room with a
walk-In closet, the bath contains a
whirlpoal tub and a walk-in shower.
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