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The Holy Cows may be a band that likes to joke
around, but it also [s one that can produce

Band finds success with its garage rock sounds

By Jill Hamiiton
spaciol writer

The Holy Cows are a band of jok-
csters who also happen o kick out
some mighty fine tunes. They got
started about three years ago in the
archetyplcal gorage setting and
have been pumping out their cow
tunes ever since.,

Their musle s Replacements.
style, gultar-driven, jump-out-of-
your-seat-and-dance garage rock.
Michacl Feeney says he is influence
in his songwriling by Dinosaur Jr,
and country/blucgrass bands, Al-
though it scems like a strange com-
blnation, the band's music does
sound ke a successful mixture of
these disparate styles.

The Holy Cows’ jesting slde comes
out in their concerts. They are fond
of misrepresenting themselves under
fictitious band names. At one con-
cert, they say they were “The Good
Ole Boys Blues n’ County Band from
Chicago.”

During another performance, they
decmed It “Wheel of Fortune Night™
and put large labels on all of their
band equlpment. Throughout the
night at another show, John Popo-

vich would play the opening chords
of various over-played shlock-rock
tunes, then step In mid-chord, saying
to the audlence, “We're not playing
any of that junk tontght," befare rip-
ping into a powerful Holy Cows tune.

THE FOUR guys grew up togeth.
er in Chelsea, and stlll conslder
themselves a Chelsea band (*We're
not an Ann Arbor band,” they ad-
monish firmly.) These Chelsea boys
are: Scott Salyer on guitar, Mike Po-
povich on drums, John Popovich on
guitar and Mlchael Feeney on bass.
‘They had ail been members of other
bands Includlng Frank Allisen and
the Odd Sox and a band called
Outcrowd.

About a year and a half ago, the
Holy Cows put out their first cas-
sette called “Greener Sidewalks.™
‘The album enjoyed fairly good sales,
especlally in Ann Arbor, and this en-
couraged the band to keep playlng
together,

In June of 1989, they released an
album called “To Be Or Not To Be:
that's what I'm talklng aboul” con-
taining favorltes like “Grace My
Presence,” “Melvis,” and "Oh, My
Clothes.” The album has exposed the

some fine music — a Replacements-style, gui-

tar-driven type ol garage rock

band to a Jarger audicnce and col-
lege radio has given it a lot of air-
play. One week, the album was the
No. 1 song at Buke University's col-
lege station.

Plans for a new album are in the
warks. Several new songs are al-
ready written, including the catchy
“Wait a Minute™ and "Keyhole,” but
the band members seem to have
differing optnions on when it will be
released, Salyer say that he “wants

bum out s soon as possible.”

BUT ALL is not just popular al-
bums and enthusiastic crowds In
Holy Cow land. As Feeney puls it,
"“We're a band with a complex."
They feel the local music scenc s
not 21 that it could be.

“"Most of our fans come to every
show and become our friends,” Sal-
veer said, “We can't keep playing to
the same crowd, we need new people
1o show up.” Mike Popovich echoed
these sentiments and added, “Local
music needs a blg push from the bars
around here.”

But the Hely Cows are not just sit-
ting around waiting for fame and

LIVE PHINEAS GAGE — Saint Andrews Hali, Detroit

fertunc to find them. Instcad, they
have decided to create their own
success, They started their own
record label, Picnle Horn Records
and slx months ago joined forces
with agent Rodney Robeson. Picnle
Horn Records now has on its roster
such Jocal luminaries as Anne B,
Davis and the Opossums. And per-
haps the Holy Cow's proudest
achlevement, they now have T-shirts
bearing the name of the band.

The Holy Cows are bursting with
plans for the future. They hope to
keep expanding Picnic Horn Records
so that, eventually, they can help
produce other local bands’ records.
The Cows also plan to do more out-
of-state gigs to widen their audience.

The band also hopes to attract the
attention of a major record label.
With a history of putting on great
shows and churning out excellent al-
bums, they probably wen't have to
wait very long.

The Holy Cows will perform
with Anne B. Dawvis and the Opos-
sums on Friday, Jan. 12, at The
Bland Pig, 208 §. First St., Ann Ar.
bor, For information, call 996.
8555,

Not everyone stays at home, sipp-
Ing cgg nog and sharing quality time
with far-flung relatlves during the
holidays. At least not those who need
v.h:llr daily dosage of live rock-and-
roll.

Some of these less traditional
folks opted to spend a litile of the
Christmas season watching Phincas
Gage glve a very spirited perform-
ance at Saint Andrews Hall.

The place was pretty darn full and
cspectally Impresslve, consldering
the time of year and the fact that
Phineas Gage Is a local act. There
were seats left in the hall, but only
because the audicnce was mare in-
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terested in standing around the stage
than In silting back in their chairs
and watchlng.

A majorlty of the audience was
probably there to catch the headlin-
ing act ~ Crossed Wire — but
Phineas Gage qulckly won them
over when the carrot-topped lead
slnger stepped out and shyly an-
nounced that It was thelr first gig at
Saint Andrews Hall.

Phineas Gage played a bouney set
of sangs, chock full of killer hooks.
They have a talent for {urning out
cminently likable pop songs alang
the same lines as tuncs by Elvis Cos-
tello or Squeeze.

Actually, Chuck Farnum’s singing
does sound a bit like the nasal tones
of Elvis Costello. Alex Lumeosky's
guitar playing was piercing and di-
{Jecl. cchoing a trace of the Cure or

2.

‘The crawd responded enthusjastle-
ally to the set, albeit some a little
too cnthuslastically. A small group
of peaple were slam dancing at vari-
ous ttmes throughout the show and
one guy insisted on repeatedly hopp-
ing into the stage then jumping into
the crowd.

The highlights of the show were
two showcased songs, “Scattered™

and “Turn It Upside Down.” Chris
Farnum ran around the stage, shak-
ing his tambourine vlolently and
tossing his curly tuft of red hair as
he goaded on the other band mem-
bers. Phineas Gage finlshed off the
set with a Christmas tune In.
terwoven with various bits of John
Lennon's "Sa Thls Is Christmas.”

These guys put on a great show
and proved themselves to be a very
talented quintet. In 1990, we cap
probably expect Phincas Gage to re-
turn to Saint Andrews Hall. Maybe
next time as the headliners,

— Jill Hamilton

IN CONCERT

© faith healors

Faith Healers will pertorm on Monday,
Jan. 8, at the Blind Pig, 208 S. First, Ann
Arbor. For informauon. cal) 936-8555.

® future shock

Future Shock will pesform on Monday,
Jan. 8, at Rick's American Cafe, 611
Church. Ann Arbar. For information, call
296-2747.

@ 13engines

13 Engines will perform on Tuesday,
Jan. 4, al the Blind Pig, 208 §. First, Ann
Arbar. For information, calt 396-8555.

8 no right no wrang

No Right No Wrong wil) perform on
Tuesday, Jan 9. at Rick's Cafe, 611
Chureh, Ann Arbor. For information, cal)
Y96.2747.

© OC Drive

DC Drive will perform Wednesday,
Jan. 10, and Friday and Saturday, Jan.
12-13. at Jaggees. J481 Elizabeth Lake
Road, Watertord. For information, call
681-1700.

® stmply you

The Simply You Show will perform on
Wednesday, Jan. 10, at Club Heidelberg,
215 N. Main. Ann Arbor. For information,
call 663-7758.

® bigtwlst

Big Twist and the Mellow Fellow$ will
perform on Wednesday, Jan. 10, at Rick's
American Cafe, 611 Church, Ann Arbor.
For information, call 9962747,

® Juico

Juice will peeform on Wednesday, Jan.
10, at the Blind Pig, 208 S. First, Ann Ar.
bar. For information, call 96-8555.

® Gorles

The Gorles will perform along with
guests Pretustoric Cave Strokers and
Rump Rangers on Thursday, Jan. 11, at
the Radio Tavern. Queletle Avenue,
Windsor,

@ bop harvey
Bop Harvey will perform on Thursday
and Frigay, Jan 11-12, at Rick’s Amerie

cun Cate, 611 Church, Ann Arbor. For in-
formation, call 996-2747

® dog soldier

Dog Soldier will perform with guest
Harm's Way on Thursday, Jan. 11, at
Club Heidelberg, 215 N, Main, Ann Arbor,
For informaution, call 6£3.77458

® olls wig

Ells Wig will perform on Thursday,
Jan. 11, it the Blind P'ig, 208 S. First, Ann
Arbor. For information, call 996.8555.

® god bullies

God Bullies witl pulorm with guests
Mol Triftid, on F:
Heidelberg, 215 N. Main, Ann Arbor. For
nformation, cail 663-7758.

® opposums

The Opposums will perform with guest
Ann B. Davis on Friday, Jan. 12, at the
Blind Pig. 208 S First, Ann Arbor. For
information, call 976-8555.

® wayouls

The Wayouts wil) perform with guests
Lime Giants on Friday, Jan. 12, at the
Garden Bowl, 4120 Woodward, Detroit
For information, call 833.9450.

® scott morgan

Scott Morgan will perform with guests
Cult Hero's on Saturday, Jan. 13, at the
Blind Pig, 208 S. First St, Ann Arbor. For
information, call 956-8555.

eredC

Red C will perform on Thursdiy
through Saturday. Jan. 1113, at the Mid-
town Cafe, 139 5. Woodward, Birmng.
bam. Show time is 10 pm. For infoerma-
tion, cal} 642-1133,

@ vibe tribe

Vibe Tribe will perform Friday and
Saturday, Jan. 1213, at Jameson's, 1812
N. Main, Royal Qak. For Inlormation,
call 547-6470.

® bb.king

BE King will perform with guest,
Etta James on Sunday, Jan. 14, at the
Fox Theatre in Delroit. Tickets are
$23 50. For information, call $67-6000.

No Right No
Wrong will per-
form Tuesday,
Jan. 9, at
Rick's Cafc in
Ann Arbor.

ALTERNATIVE LOCAL

Here are Ann Delis)'s top-10 album re-
Ieases of 1989. Delisi Is music director at
WDET-FM.

a ooker.
3. “Lyle Lovett and his L\rﬂe Band,”
Lyle Lovett.
4. “Blaze of Glory,” Joc Jacksoa.

Ma)uo) of the Blees,” Wynton Mar.

B." Mmd Bomb,” The The.
8." Caplzlnswln: " Michelte Shocked.
10. “Live,” New Grass Revival.

Here are the top 10 songs receiving air-
play on “Detroit Music Scene.” which is
heard 45 pm. Sundays (5:30-6:30 p.m

Tuesdays) on WDTR-FM 0.9,

1. “Whatever It Takes." Lab Anlmals,
Stones,” Strange Bedlellows,
‘Staricd Out as Friends,” EFX.
Life of Cﬂme.” Hypootics,

* George Edwards.
0. "Sutfocating Smiles. Syo Synol.
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CANDLELAND
— lan McCulloch

When Echo and the Bunnymen
split from singer lan McCulloch a
cauple of years ago, the band name
stayed with the majority, amidst
claims that they would be back with
a new singer.

Anyone familiar with McCulloch’s
distinctive vocals may {find this hard
to Imagine and we atill await for
those results, Of course, the death of
thelr brilllant drummer Pete De Fri-
tas in a car accident has not helped
thelr cause.

Well, for Lhose of you who
mourned the passing of the original
Echo, grieve no more, For no matter
who it Is credited to, Lhis LP sounds
llke the latest Echo and the Bunny-
men record.

It's a curious thing that happens
when a dominant singer leaves a
band, Thelr flrst recordings sound
like a contlnuation of the old band.
Morrlssey, former lead singer of the
Smiths, Is another I

“1 heard the footsteps in the
street, I saw the lights on the flicker-
ing wall. 1 moved my Mlps but I
couldn't spenk, choked on the wonder
of it all.” Or from "Horses Head”
are these llnes: “A single rose, the
curtalns closed, a strangers clothes,
were all I found, the great unknown,
the tightrope show. a world below,
don't look down.

Musically, it's a mish-mash of
Echo and the Bunnymen and, at
(lmH. New Order.
are “Flick-

Are lhl;y trying o prove that they
were the reason for the original
band's sound or are they trying to of-
fer a quick substitute to garner thelr
old band's followlng?

While song sounds and structurcs
on “Candieland” are Bunnymen-lsh,
as a whole It I Inflnitely more sub-
ducd. It still fulum McCulloch's
eclectic word Take, for
example, from the llronl lead off
the ln:k, “The Fuekerlng Wall":

crlng Wall," “Proud to Fall'""and the
single “Candleland,” which features
some beaullful backing vocals by Lix
Fraseer of the Cocteau Twins,

‘The second slde of the recordlng
(or, for you CD people ... from
“Horse’s Head" anwardm) is pretty
Jame. The song tempos are similar
and tend to plod.

.. .And you can't quite dance to
them, Dick!lt

— Cormac Wright

EARTHQUAKE
WEATHER

— Joe Strummer

“Let's rock again,” Joe Strummer
growls as this, his flrst solo album,
begins. The power chords of “Gang-
stervllle,” the tlrst track, follow.

So, it's safe to assume that Joe
Strummer has left the movles to re-
sume recording. He has a role in Jlm
Jarmusch's film “Mystery Train,”
for those who prefcr his acting.

“Earthquake Weather,” released
late last year, is uncven, It flashes
with the brilliance Strummer's for.
mer band The Clash showed through
the late 1970s and carly 1980s. But
at times, “Earthquake” only fllck-
ers. There are three or four duds on
(hls 14-song recording, songs golng
nowhere.

Strummer's lyrics can be a blur of
image and symbol, a mixture of an-
gry urgeacy and resignallon, He
even Includes a brief glossary. Autos
and auto parts (DeSoto, slant slx,

“carburetor bible"} and bluing guns
predominate here.

There fs a a P:Inco-llle slice of
funk, and a reggae tune, but most
songs sound Lhe guitar army call of
Strummer and bandmates Zander

EARTHQUAKE WEATHE

Schloss and Lonnic Marshall.

But on *“Island Hopping,”
Strummer sings agalnst soft gultar
runs: “It’s been the same since [
don't know when/So I'm going Island
hopplng agaln.”

In the haunting "

HAPPY
ANNIVERSARY,
CHARLIE BROWN
— various artists

The song is called “Linus & Luey™
but, i you've spent any time as a
child in the last quarter century or
so, it's instantly recognlzable as the
main theme from the Peanuts TV
specials.

Thal song, and others from the
long-running cartoon series, are con-
talned In this jaxzy tribute (GRP),

Now four decades old, Peanuts has
long been a child's come strip witha
decldedly adult polnt of view. Like-
wise, this k s

Strummer asks: “What would it be/
If you could change every hear-
tache/That ran through your lfe and
mine?"

“Passport to Dekmlt." despite the
title, tells 1ittle of our favorite town.
Tt tells instead of a “leaper™; “He
sald I'm telling you the truth/l
wouldn'l be on this roof/If I hadn't
seen some kissing in the park/Or
known how to mend a broken heart.”

The Clash fans have probably al.
ready picked up this recording. It is
a pleasure to hear Strummer’s sing-
ing on record again. As mixed as
“Earthquake Weather” is, it's good

* Lo hear Strummer rocking again.

— Brian Lysaght

not fust for the the Little ones,

Most of the songs here were writ-
ten by the late jazrman Vince Guar-
oldl. Hls works ~- [ree-spirited,
though wlth reflective undertones —
perfectly caplured the spltit of Char-
lie Brown and friends, while remain-
ing capable of standing on thelr own.

While the numerous jazz all-stars
who appear here add their awn per~
sonal touch, they don’t stray too far
from Guaraldl's originals. (And the
nildlglul sound is a plus,)

Chick Corea's version of the ap-

propriately ghostly “Great Pumpkin  pum

Waltz" is a particular standout.
But It's master bluesman B.B.
King (lnd his gultar, Lucllle) who

.

nearly steals the show .with “Joe g

Cool,” a witty tribute to one of car-

Jan. 12, at Club *

toon canine Snoopy’s many alter-

€gos. .

Label owner Dave Grusln's “His-
tory Lesson” proves him a worthy
successor to Guaraldl, while a group
of child actors chime In on the clos-
Ing track — a reprise of “Linus and
Lucy.”

Newcomer Amani A.W Murray,
barely a teenager himself, lays down
a nlcely restrained sax lead on the
“Charlie Brown Theme,”

Other artlsts contributing  their °

talent include musiclans Dave Bru- -

beck, Gerry Mulliga Kenny G and
Lee Rltenour nna ;Inxen Joe Wil-
llams and Patt! Austin. "

le Austin's “Christmas Time Is -

Here” makes jt lpmnrlnle for boli-
day gift- xivlnx. this ls arly an al-

1or uxsou. !
Now, about & huvy ‘metal -
tribute to Caivln and Hobbes?” .

Wavne Peal’
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