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HE LEGAL SYSTEM, including our
courts, is perhaps the most obscure, re-
mote and removed from the public eye
institution that the average citizen will

ever encounter,

The average person rarely has
with the courts, other than Judge
occasional jury duty.

The courtroom itsell is intimidating — the
judge sits on a raised dais, the jur; off to one
side. In some courts, protective gl separates
legal personnel from the audience.

So it was a welcome retief when the Michigan
State Supreme Court approved in January 1989 a
recommendation from its Cameras in the Court-
room Committee that cameras and tape recor-
ders be allowed in all state courts.

THE CHANGE was a long time in coming. It
began in 1987 when the Citizens® Conunission to
Improve Michigan Courts urged that a pilot pro-
gram be conducted, The Slall. Bar Representa-
tive A bly r a year trial
period.

The experiment began in l‘chru.nrv 1988, but
-at that time, either party in a case could file an
objection with the judge and get the cameras re-
moved. In June 1988, Oakland was among five
counties in which the experiment was changed.
giving only the judge permission te ban cameras
and tape recorders in the couriroom.

C aCCess
Judges must go by new rules

Now the permanent order granting permission
for tape recorders and cameras is nearly a year
old. It's time for a review.

Ae to the courtroom by the news media
has provided many benefits, leading to an in-
formed and well educated public, It also has led
to courtrooms losing their mystery.

EXPOSURE TO the public is also good for
judges. A judge who is firm, but fair, demon-
strates his/her effectiveness 10 the public for all
to see. And let’s face it, that can only help come
clection time.

Unfortunately, not all of the judges this news-
paper encounters are aware of the newest court
ruling giving them sole diseretion over whether
coverage is permitted. And problems still have to
be worked out with pool coverage and giving ad-
vance notice of wanting to cover a judicial pro-
ceeding. Meanwhile, & commitiee of ‘the U.S.

Why state reading scores
‘leave a lot to be desired’

The new Michigan Education As-
sessment Test (MEAP) in reading re-
sulled In some lower scores lhan
school dlstricts expected, 1 under-
stand that it's a different type of
reading test. However, when only 47
percent of our seventh grade chil-
dren pass the reading test, it leaves a
1ot to be desired. What is the prab.
tem and what Impact do these low
MEAP reading scores have on high
schoa) teachers who are trying ta do
thelr fob?

A: Uslng the social studies areas
as an cxample, some teachers have
been taking a bad rap for many
years because we have not focused
strongly cnough on reading for un-
derstanding — the teaching skill
necessary for success In the social
studies area.

Not only soclal studies but all sub-
ject arcas that require a texthook
with information to be mastered has
been Impacted over the years. We
now know reading for understanding
and comprehenslon according to the
new MEAP test results are a defi-
cieney in our present system. We ap-
pear to have allowed reading for
pleasure, ke, fictlon, to dominate our

.. Doc
g B Doyle

We need to start early
in a child’s education
teaching the children
to manipulate the
language for better
understanding. We
need to bring together
reading, writing,
spelling, listening and
speaking into what is
called the whole
language approach as
opposed to teaching
each area inan
isolated manner.

in the of
competent readers,

We need to start early [n a child’s
cducatlon teaching the children to
manlpulate the language for better
We need to bring to-

Judicial Conference recently r jed con-
tinuing the ban on cameras in federal court-
rooms,

Having said all this, it’s important to remem-
ber that the judge stitl is in control of the court-
ruoom. Decorum is still called for. Only two still
photographers, videotapes and television camer-
a3 are allowed in the courtroom.

But the important thing is that access is as-
sured. We do Jive under the promise of “liberty
and justice for atl."”

gether reading, writlng, spelling, lis-
tening and speaking into what is
called the whole language approach
as opposed to teaching cach area in
an [solated manner.

1t is alse known that reading li-
teracy has to emerge {rom within
the child rather than being imposed
by the mastering of minor sub-skills
found in the present day elementary
reading books called Basal Readers.
in the new approach, children will be
o modify, to reject,

from our readers

Barriers are
a bad move

To the edltor:

As 2 regular contributor to the
Farmington-Farmington Hills Com-
munity Center, I feel the declsion of

1he Farmington Hills Planning Com-
mlssion on Nov. 16 cancerning oper-
ations at the center requires more
consideration,

1 definitely wish the cultural pro-
grams continue without the [mposed
bacriers,

Bentrice Smith,
Farmlagtos fills

ROIT=Ares women are mvited
new program 1o hep them

Weight '2ss program
introduced to area women

Pcople inletested in using the in
Controf progrim in their own home

contrast as they master the higher
level thinking skllls necessary for
comprchension of textboak material.

This approach includes teaching
yaung children comprehension strat-
egles that start with “prior knowl-
edge,” that is, eliciting from students
all the information they know about
a topic before they begln to read.
‘Through this process teachers will
know exacily where the children are
at apposed 1o blindly starting an as.
signment.

The second step Is "story mapp-
ing.” This cancept separates the sto-
ry into the most Important arcas a
chlld needs to understand, such as
ke plot, the setting of the story, who

the maln characters are, what the
major cvents are.

A third step Is called “semantlc
mapping,” that Is, bralnstorming re-
lattonships between ideas in a par-
ticular reading section so the student
can compare and contrast and think
and internalize what they are read-

8.
The last step, “reciprocal read-
ing." is when the teacher reads out
loud and asks him/herself questions
to leach the chlldren how to ask
(hemselves questions as they read.

These readlng strategies make
tnuch more sense than Just exposing
students to a constant menu of iso-
fated sub-skills, such as identlfylng
prefixes and suffixes hoplng that by
osmosls it will turn the student into 2
reader who compretiends.

Keep in mind that many school
districts have been using this model
for several years, but this has not
been the case for far too many
schoot districts In Michigan,

What is unfortunate or fortunate ts
that it takes the state department of
cducatlon — oftentimes heavily crit-
Ielzed by local school districts lor
mandating curriculum ~ to put to-
gether a MEAP reading test which
hits us in the head and tells us we
must change our thinking and cur
strategics In the teaching of reading.

We must have students who can
read for understanding so that they
wlll be more successfut In sclence,
soclal studics, math, language arts,
forelgn language, industrial arts/vo-
cational educatlon and other major
content areas.

Dr. James Doyle is the former as-
sistant superintendent in  the
Troy School district. Questions for
this column should be sent to Doc
Dayple c/a the Observer & Eccen-
tric Newspapers, 36251 School-
craft, Livonia 48150,
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We INSTALL
STEEL DOORS, PATIO DOORS
STORM DOOR
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« Infants to Adults
small to XXXXL

» College Sweats
smalf to XXXXL
* Dozens of styles!
» Over 50 colors!
OPEN
10 AM.-9 P.M.
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YOUR SUPER SELECTION STORE * 3 GREAT LOCATIONS
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+ Stora Is color
coordinated

+ Thousands of rolls
in stock
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Give Your Home A

NEW LOOK
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NEW YEAR!
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