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AUTO SHOW

Monduy, January 8, 1890

ENRY PFORD'S adaoge —
"any color you want. as long
os it's black” — hos been
laic to rest,

Since the all-black Tin Lizzies of the
outomotive industry's infancy, i ramn
bow o colors nas exploded uporn the
scene making, the highways, bywny:
ano aute shows of the worla ¢ Techni
colo. alian

“Cor are whnt people are o1 wha:
thev wan w be.” said Robert § Dailv
cotor marketiny, manager at Du Pomt
Automotsve  Products’ Finishe: Divi-
sion. "A- - result, we are seemnp .
wide: ronge o colors that range from
sombe: tone: to more {lamboyant
shades.

‘Those who attended the 1984 North
Amernicar international Aute Show
Detroit. atnessea the flowering o
thesc nev shades, u trend that will be
continuedi inte the 1990s, The Quasar
Blue o+ ¥ord™ Splash and the Brigh
Limr or Yontiae'’s Stinger concept ve-
hictes appeat to the sport-minded baby
boome: while Honda's palette for ste
Acuri. hoast~. - bright teal, « honey
blena volor or a distinct canyon
“blaze’ rec

ALTHOUGH THE RANGE ot col-
ors availabk on new cars is greatel
thar nefon:. cost cutting in the mid
B0+ noe. actually reduced the number
of paint uptions for consumers. Subtle
change. i color have been replaced by

o bront  cepresentation of thr spec
trum:
Wheren  nutomotive companie:

once afferen = mony os 18 color choic-
according to Daily, most

LR b L U

carmnkers today offer between eight
to 12 colars, The nurrowing of choices
better ennbles carmakers to coordinate
car interiors anu exteriors, Daily said.

“What we are saying is & common
car platform with severai  different
nameplates ¢ usually offered in eight
common colors.' he smd. “Each diffes-
ent nameplate may bave one o twe
extra colors that are exclusive to that
particular car

New technol envir ul
concerns, automotive cost conscious.
ness and acrodynnmic automotive de
signs  orc  stimuldating  the  rapio
hanges in ive finish Vivia
paint jobs cam about partly because
of the increasing use of plastic body
parts and the environmental hazards
ol paint by-products such as volatile
organic compounds (VOCs) solvent
emissions,

VOCS ARE REQUIRING the paint
industry to chanpe paint application
methods to reduce hazardous waste,
The need for paints that can be cured
at » lower temperature is necessitated
by the expanded chcice of plestic, com-
posite and other metal-substitiite ma
terial.

The industry is sesponding with sev-
eral alternatives. the most prevalent
being  water-bosed paint systems.
Waterborne basecoats reduce pain sol-
vent emissi from y plants
while resulting in more durable, long.
Iasting and true-to-color finishes when
used with state-of-the-art clearcoats.
Waterborne basecoats also cure at low-
er temperatures required by metal-al-
ternate body parts.

“Wauterborne technologies are open-
g W it new realm of color options and
effects for auto designers and color-

sts Daily said. As an example Du
Punt's waterborne fitusth technolopy
produces  metallic hmshe: thar ae

bghter, more reflective anc more

flatteringe to aerodynamically  styleq

automobiles than traditiona hagh-solid
pmnts.

“Waterborne paints combine  dura-
bility and aestheties with cost effec.
tiveness and environmentm dine ener-
«yv conservation.” Daily sma

“New coatings chemistries ana lat-
est state-of-theart technology will be
setting the color pace for the "90s,”
suic Brian Stewart, assistant manager,
PPG Industries Troy-baseo Advanced
Color Styling. Center for Automotive
and Industrial Contsings.

“It is our responsibility as colos de-
signers to create new ana exciting aes-
thetic effects through the use o1 new
technology and accurate color forecast-
ing."” According to Stewart this is nc-
complished by studying color trenc in-
formation from the fashiop industry
v i plebiad Dasis.

STEWART ADDED THAT color
stylists in workshop sessions ip such
associntions as the Color Marketing
Group and the Internationai Colot Au-
thority also uare used in establishing
color directions. These i

ions

There’s a bright future for auto paint

SeTVeN vinous imndustries with u bases
ot future color direction.

Caz colors usually ire: decided three
to tour vears i advance. Bl.‘l.‘-lll\l ol
thir enormowe -eac time. snddustey spe
ciahsts nke Stewart anu Daily s
Jorcee te predie: public tastes.

"Generaliy fouk to the worle ar
gl 1astmon  sme Doty That
where new e ana new trends seen
1o start We alse have an experinenta:
factor celviy m st creativity w
produce nes colors tha might spark
future trends

Wha  wilt be
1990s:

“Fhe evolution of green coming back
1o the automotive color palette.” Stew-
art said “True greens absent from the
nuirketplner {01 almost 20 years. rid
mg in on the crest ol greener biues.
There nlsn will be i+ continued popular-
ity for redder blues pushing their way
right through viole1 ™

Daily forsecx © continuntion o1 the
'S0s retre. look' turquoise, pinks anc
aquas

“We'h B e2¢ing o0 lot mare Europe
an anc Japanese imports with colors
appealing . North American mches
he soid “The Japanese morker wilt
continue theis obsession with  aft
things Americen. and carmakers wilt
rcspond by offering cars with more

1 colors rather than the

tashionable in the

consist of many stylists {rom o wide
variety of industries that deal specifi-
cally with color for their products. At
these workshops, they discuss nnd
share color trend information und
work out n published color palette that

lrndmnnnl white. European colors 1ot
the most part, will be somewhat liveli-
er than the sombes tones of the past.
Increasing usce ol waterborne paints
wil) give ndded glamor to traditional
hues.”

Lighting
the way

Chevrolet’'s 1990 Lumina family ol
vehicles will be on display at the
auto show. Shown here is the 2-
door coupe (fronl) as the Europ-
medel: the Lumina APV (Icﬂ) ano
the Lumins 4-door sed.

teatures include Scotchgard fabric
protector. rack-and-pinion sateer-
ing, four-wheel power disc brakes.
four-wheei independent suspen-
slon, AM/FM stereo radio with digi-
tal clock, two-side galvanized body
panels. Intermittent wipers, dua
mirrorr  and composite halogen
headlamps.

Fitaiasnnnnnse.
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