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Musical ‘Oh, Kay’ refreshes
with its terrific song, dance

Performances of “Oh, Kay!"
continuc through Sunday, Feb. 4,
at the Birntinpham Theatre, For
ticket information call 644-3533.

Irrcpressible Gershwln songs and
dazzling dance routlnes make “Oh,
Kay?" at the Birmingham Theatre a

e Barbara
A Michals

cure for the post-holiday
blahs. The show is pure infectious
fun, so ¢nergetle it should be bottled

as a tonle.
with the B

Richardson and Issacs make an
enormously appeallng couple, as
good to look at as they are to llsten
doesn’t really get a

Theatre by the Goodspeed Opera
House of Connecticut, which special-
izes in breathing new life Into vin-
tage musicals, “Oh, Kay!” Is begin.
ning Its national tour here before
eventually heading for Broadway,

The 1926 muslcal kad lis setting
moved from the original Long Island
(a la Gatsby) to Harlem (a la the Cot-
ton Club) and given an all-black cast.
The transformation works beautlful-
ly, suitable to the jazzy score and the
musle-hall-type humor that pervades
the dippy plot.

Kay {Pamela Issacs) is a nightclub
singer at a Harlem speakeasy who
becomes entangled in the club's at-
tempt to hide its latest shipment of
contraband booze from a police rald,
Somchow the stuff gets stashed at
the manslon of weaithy ptayboy Jim-
my Wiater (Ron Richardson), who
happens to have fallen fn love with
Kay years ago and has been seeking
her ever slnce.

IN THE MEANTIME Jimmy has
iequired at least one wife too many
(a long story). The comedy ensucs as
he tries to unsnarl his life, Kay tries
to el her and the

0.
chance to demonstrate the vocal
depth and power of his Tony-winnlng
performance In “Big River,” but he
is believable in the rele and handles
the ballads with case.

Isancs, who reminds one of a
young Lena Horne, has a finc comle
flair as well as vocal strength, Be-
sides being flirtatlous Kay, she poscs
as a meddlesome maid and a Latln
bombshell, changlng vocal Infice-
tions convincingly.

Whlle Richardson and Isaacs de-
lightfully croon “Someone to Watch
Over Me,” “Do, Do, Do and several
other Jess famillar but equally lovely
tunes, it is the dancers who really
cnergize (he show. Led by the talent-
cd Stanley Wayne Mathis and Mar-
ion J. Caffey as the song-and-dance
team who own the Harlem club, the
ensemble’s frenetie footwork jeaves
the audlence ncarly as breathless as
the dancers.

“Clap Yo' Hands,” “Fidgety Feet”
{an exuberant Charleston) and “Show
Me the Town™ allow the dancers to
strut thelr stulf to Dan Slretta’s won-
derful chorcography. Siretta also
he new version of the

bootleggers try to protect the booze
from being discovered. In between,
the kids from the club drop in to
dance up a storm.

1
show and handles the musical stag-

SURELY THE MOST lovable

character in the production Is Hel-
mar Augustus Cooper as Shorty, the
head bootlegger who poses as Jim-
my's butler to keep an eye on the
hldden booze. With his merry eyes,
pudgy figure, and droll dellvery,
Cooper manages to make the creaky
vaudevillian jokes work without un-
due camp, He is a constant delight
whenever he appears, and happily he
appears a good deal.

Brenda Pressly Is convincing as
Jimmy's stodgy fiancee Constance,
and Alexander Barton Is Imposing as
bier even-stralghter-laced father, the
Rev. DuGrass. One wishes his grand
operatle volce could be utilized
more. Mark Kenncth Smaltz s both
menacing and amuslng as the ever-
lurking authorlty figure.

Judy Dearing's costumes and Ken-
neth Foy's sets, especlally the stun-
ning red-hot apenlng drop, are first
rate. Director Martin Connor's pac-
Ing and Ted Koclolek's musical dl-
rection also are flawless.

Odd surges in the theater’s sound

system were @ minor nulsance at
last Wednesday night's performance.
The audlence was already hummling
famlllar tunes with the overture and
needed no reminder to “clap yo©
hands" at the finale.
Barbara Michaels teaches high
school English in Southficld. A
theater critic for the last 15 years,
she is an inveterate playgoer who
regularly catches up on all the
New York productions.
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JAPANESE
STEAK HOUSE

DINNER
FOR TWO

- %19.90

Hibachi Si::?oir:‘or Chicken Dinner, your choice includes
cniree, shrimp appetizer, rice, salad, soup, vegetable,
and tea..Offer good for dinner only until 1731790,
excluding Saturday night.
DEARBORN (At Fairlane Center} 593-3200

TROY (West Big Beaver Road) 649-6340

REN CEN (Adjacent to the Westin Hotel) 567-9600
FARMINGTON HILLS {Across from Novi Hilton}

City of Southfield’s Parks & Recreation Department
presents

“Southfield Winterfest
Circus Spectacular”

FRIDAY, JAN, 26 at 7:30 p.m.
at Southfield Civic Center Pavilion.

FEATURING!
Tim Kapp & Yvos Milord {Natfonal Champion Trampoline Artist)
The Great Wallendas
Escapo Artlst Michnel Griffin
Tho Juggling August Brothers
Magiclan Don Jones
The Fabulous Darnolls & Co.

Tickets: Adults $10  Rasorve $10  Goneral Admission $8 Chitdren $6
Senlora (65 & Over) $8

Availablo at Mary Thompson Cultural Conter 25630 Evergroen Ad. 3544717
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Meadow Brook’s production

as tired as

Performances of “Dial ‘M for
Murder” continue through Sun-
day, Jan, 28, at Meadow Brook
Theatre on the Quiland Universi.
1y campus near Rochester. For
ticket information call the box
office at 377-3300.

The staylng power of some old
chestnuts defies analysis. “Dial ‘M’
for Murder™ playing at Meadow
Brook Theatre is an old mystery
fram the carly *30s that unaceount-
ably gets revieved from time to
time.

Ol plays can be timeless - or
they can be simply outdated. About
the enly timeless elements in Mead-
ow Brook’s largely capable produc-
tion of “Diat ‘M are the oriental
tugs in the classic set designed by
Peter Hicks.

Yes, there's a kernel of cleverness
at the heart of Frederick Knott's tale
which mystery buffs will appreclate.
The puzzle lies not in figuring out the
usual “who done It," which the audi.
cnee knows early on, but In plecing
together how the good inspector
stumbles upon the truth.

And, yes, the acting In the produc-
tlon directed by Terence Kliburn is
competent — It dispasslonate. Dry
British clvility keeps characters on a
tight emotional rein. Even the mur-
derovs husband makes convlvial
cocktail conversation and calls his
wife “darling” while he plots her
demise.

TOM SPACKMAN plays Tony, the
calculating husband and ex-tenpis.
ace who has expensive taste and
dwindling funds, Spackman does a
credible job in the shallow role, but a
few scasons back when he played
Richard 1H at Meadow Brook, he
was brilliant. As Richard, he was a
vilialn you loved to hate. As Tony,

SOUTHERN
CARIBBEAN CRUISE

Lessss,

outdated mystery

Cathie
Breidenbach

Margot end a love affair with a deci-
sion not 10 see one another, When
they meet agaln one year later, &
there's no lingering electriclty be. %
tween them, no ambigulty and po--
suppressed regrets. Love that logic
cun so casily kill seems a bland ermo-
tion. Lestic Lynn Mecker plays a-+
charming Marget, a smart woman..
blinded by her bushand's duplicity
because she needs to be a good wife.

B ;
e g

he’s a cardboard bad guy, a man who
seems o feel little emotion and in-
spires only bland reactlons.

In facl, the whole production
seems singularly dispassionate, Jack-
Ing the pulse and fire of the darker
emotions that usually spawn mur-
der, Presumably Tony is greedy and
Jealous, but boih his greed and his
Jealousy scem like required motives
for murder rather than real emo-
tions,

In a play with a love triangle, as
well a adulierous affair and a
con man with a scamy past, not to
mention a murder, a horrible mls.
carriage of Justice and an impending
execution, nobody gets particularly
upset. Such Inck of passion goes be-
yond even legendary British upper-
class reserve,

James Anthony who plays Max, a
TV mystery writer, projects a con-
vincing naturalness In his acting.
Maybe it's because he plays an
American that he seems less clvi-
lized-at-all-costs and more down to
caeth. Even so, he's almost as low
key as the English pair, Tony and
Margot.

Before the play begins, Max and

Paul Hopper as the constable and »
coffrey Beauchantp as  Captain

¢ lurn in credible supporting.,
performances, but John Bayliss as

Inspeciar Hubbard remains the most
engaging character in the play. He.:
actually has a personallty and a..:
quirky way of sceing Jife. Inspector,
Hubbard gets Lo deliver the only reak -
Joke in the play. That lowly, solitary.,
moment of eutright humor em. .
phasizes the emotional menatone--
pervading Meadow Brook’s compe-

tent, but cerebral production. .

Cathiv  Breidenbach of West -
Bloomfield teackes college writ-»
g classes and  works as oa -
Sreelanee wniter,

JAMIE FARR

IN
“WEEKEND COMEDY"
A Hilarious Play
DINNER THEATER
TICKETS AVAILABLE NOW!

1-800-265-5885
&3 stage west
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AT Air to Miami Trans.,
Cholice of Cabins

6-DAY SAILINGS
(Sun.-Frl.)

JAN, 7 - APAIL 15, 1590

« San Juan
« Koy ‘West Beauia
+ Bequia
= Cancun qu
+ Cozumel

P.P. - Dbl, + Taxes

R/T Air to. San Juan,
Trans,, Choice of Cabins

8 DAY SAILINGS
{Mon.-Maon.)
SN BHENARIBAFR 210

- 8. Thomas

+ Barbados - Martinique
1. Kils - San uan,

R/T Alr to San Juan,
Trans., Choico of Cabins

8 DAY SAILINGS
{Mon.-Mon.}
JAN. 8-APRIL 30, 1390
hoose From
Three Itinerasies
Weekly
1949% . 31,249%
P.P.- Dbl + Taxes
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Limited

GREEK SALAD ﬂ
. and the #1 Rated
Pizza in Town!

g .
TRY OUR NEW g
VEGETARIAN LASAGNA
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E SPORT EVENTS ON TV,
10 fi. Screen
Livonla Location H
LIVONIA FARMINGTON
s a

Peari’s S
Garden |

Serving the l'inest in :
Chinese & American Cuisine |

N

Luncheons « Dinners « Carry Out Orders
Szechuan and Mandarin :
Open 7 days a Week

Mon.-Thurs. 11 AM-10 PM « Friday 11 AM-11 PM
Sat. 12-11 PM « Sunday 12-10 PM

469 S. Woodward - Birmingham

% 644-2913 /
5 GOOD REASONS

WHY YOU SHOULD EAT AT
TRINI & CARMENS

1. Serving this area for 25 yoars. We are now serving the
children and grandchlidren of our eartiest customers.

2. Knowledgeable people who know Mexlcan lood eal here.

3. Wa were the first with our own style Nacho - and copied

261-3550 855,
Other Buddy's Locations E by many.
TERF Y 4. Independent and family owned.
\:{!J\nrcl._laslonl‘":) l(ﬁt‘\/\{(i‘\ll( g 5. We have recently remodeled and expanded and added
B et 0000 more items to our menu.
Bring this ad in for.. B TRINI & CARMENS
§ 89 of
Any Large Pizza
] or Large Antipasto or f{
OAE Large Greek Salad
L mo o= ] ANN ARBOR WATERFORD
S0 N. Tarrltorlal 4715 Tologroph
© Twice a week is better 565-3967 332-6851
SOMERSETS January 14 :
DAY CONCERT SERIES EDINBOROUGH SAXOPHONE I

Quartet o

200 PM 1o 400 P 3

Open o the public
al no charge

SOMERSET MALL
Big Boavor Road At Coolidge, froy
Sunday 12-5Monday, Thursiay,
Ftiday 10-9/0thor Days 10-6
*S0ks Fifth Avonua open
Mon - Fil 10-9

4 ’ 4 . -

* < 7



