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On l!w.- shore, Wally Kurzeja (left) and Larry Henderson hold on lo safety lines attached lo firetighter Bob Ellis and L. Tom Shurtlelf. The lwo firefighters on
the ice could be pulled to safely with the lines if trouble developed.

Firefighters test ice rescue skills

By Bob Sklar
stalf wrlter

A sun-splashed winter's afternoon
provided the perfect backdrop for
ice rescue training. And the Farm-
ington Hills Fire Department's Spe-
sial Emergency Response Team
{SERT) took ful) advantage of the
opporiunity.

Taking turns suiting up in their
new cold-water exposure gear, the
six SERT members honed their de-
veloping ice rescue skills on a pond
frozen 8-12 inches thick Jan. 3.

“We concentrated on what it feels
t be buoyant in tce-cold water,"
sald Lt. Tom Shurileff, department
training officer. “We also concen-
trated on how to approach a victim

in icy waters and pull the person 10
safely without getting yoursed in
trouble.”

The $700 ice roscue suits are
“bucyant and insulated enough to
keep you alive for 24 hours iIn
subzero  water,” Shurtleff said.
They're similar to the US. Coast
Guard’s winter gear.

SERT first tricd out the suits in
water last month in the pool at Oak-
land Community College's Orchard
Ridge Campus.

THE 50 minutes of training on
Jan, 3 was SERT's first ice exerclse,
For most tcam members, the cx-
crcise was the first time they were
submerged In iy water.

“You lose heat having to craw) on

your belly and because of splashing,
but they keep you fairly warm and
prevent rapid hypothermia,” said
team member Wally Kurzeja,

The suits let rescuers get elose to
ice accident victims. “You never
want to come in contact with vic-
tims," Kurzeja said. “You want to
et close enaugh to throw a life line
and pull them owt.”

The rescuer controls the suit's
buoyancy level by releasing air out
the hood.

Another dce rescue exerclse will
be held In March when the ice thaws
some. Early and later winter, when
ice is thinnest, arc the likelicst times
for ice rescues, Shurtleff sald,

The increase in simeil bodis of
water in Farmington Hills, particu.

Atter the training exercisc was over, firetighier
Bob Ellis pushed the ice back into the hole so

it would freeze over more quickly, reducing the
danger of somcone falling into the hole.

Interim judge seeks election

Continued from Page 1

“I'm not going 10 run against him. He has a good
chance to win," sald Wayne County assistant prosecu-
tor Marty Krohner, a Farmington Hitls resldent.
Krohner was one of the attorneys who sought Blanc-
hard’s appointment to the Farminglon beneh last Aprll,

"“WITH BIPARTISAN support, it's more difficult to
beat him. There [s no point spending a lot of money on
somcone you can't beat. I would need a pretty big war
chest,” Krohner sald.

Former Republican Oakland County commilssioner
Jack McDonald of Farmington Hills, who has previous-
ly expressed interest in the Farmington bench, is llsted
as one of Harris' supporters on campalgn literature,

“I've known Fred for a long time. I think he's dolng a
decent job. If it were someone else (running), I proba-
bly would have thrown my hat in the ring,” McDonald
sald.

Already Inst November, Harris was gainlng support
in the legal communlty, Though state law prohibits so-
Mclting financial support until February, the former
Oakland County road commlssioner sought political

upport and from some well-k at-

tormeys, including former Oakland County prosecutor
L. Brooks Patterson and former 47th Distriet Judge
Hand. Jefirey Lelb, former West Bloomflald Township
trustee and a 1988 unsuccessful candidate for Patter-
son's county proseculor seat, also is a supporter.

“What I was looking for waa the support of my peers
who are respected not only In this community but the

entire legal professlon,” said Harrls, a more than 20-
year Farmington Hills resident.

Harris' legal carcer has spanned more than 25 years,
Including a stint as Wayne County prosecutor fram
1963-64. He then went into private practice, specializ-
Ing in Inbor and domestic law, as well as work In negli-
genee, adminlstrative law and workers' compensatlon,

IARRIS SAID he believes he has a pretty good
chance of being elected. [ think I'm doing as a judge
what the community wants me to do as a judge. I'm
working In a fashion that the community, the litigant,
lawyers and pollce expect me to work.”

Harris said he intends to continue making the court-
room efflelent for clients and attorneys. "As an attor-
ney, the one thing I abhorred most was being ignored to
the extent that lawyers languish while the judge had no
consideration for thelr time. The last thing a cllent
needs is to spend money. The important thing to do is
get the attorneys In and out of the court.”

Confronted with an clectorate that often pays little
altention to judlclal races and issucs, Harris satd he'll
rely on the news media, word-of-mouth and passing 1lt-
erature between {riends for success at the polls,

“How do you go oul and tell people you're a good
judge? You can't,” Harrls sald.

1t he was a voter trying to learn about a particular
judiclal candidate, Harris sald he would ask attorneys
and court stalf: "What do you think of that guy?" And
he would ask: “Does he know the Jaw? And does he
listen to the cllents and attorneys in court?"

larly ponds in new subdivisions,
prompted purchase of the lce rescue
suits 1ast year,

“Fortunately,” Shurtleff said,
“there has never been need for an
ice rescue in Farmington Hills. But
with the pumber of ponds increasing,
we never want to put firefighters in
an jce rescue without proper tratn-
ing and equipment.”

Residents are urged to stay off
frozen ponds, “Besides warm tem-
peratures, weak spots may be pros-
ent due to factors that may not be
readily evident by just leoking at a
body of water,” said Deputy Fire
Chicf Peter Baldwin,

SERT DOESN'T intend to use the
suits In pool and open-water rescues.
“But you can use one Instead of a
lifejacket and accomplish the same
thing.” Shurtleff said.

Staried In 1987, SERT provides
special responses to special emer-
gencies, 'I's designed to handle inci-
dents that require special training or
special equipment, llke hazardous
materials or a special rescue,”
Baldwin sald.

SERT responds to such hazardous
incidents as chemical emergencies,
gasoline storage tank leaks, fungi-
cide spills and construction cave-lns
as well as cold-water rescues.
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“We loved the house, but we
wanted te live in Farmington,”
said Ettie, who was ralsed here.
"It was easler 10 move the house
10 the arca that we wanted to live
In instead of starting to build a
new one from scratch.

“In a way, we're in the middle
of all the buildlngs here in the
heart of the city, but we also fee)
that we're alone In the country
because of the setting we're in.”

IN 1947, alter working several
jobs, Virchow deelded to open his
own business — thus Rldings
Lawn Mower Scrvice was born.

The lawn mower repair service
“was the best thing we've ever
done.” Virchow sald.

From the start, the business
has thrived.

“From the moment we started,
it just took off,” said Virchow,
who personally handles the re-
pairs, “Orlginally, we just started
with repalring and selling push
mowers, but when electrlc
mowers were introduced, we be-
came even busjer,"”

“We've been very lucky in this
business, ™ said Ettie, responsible
for the bookkecping. “The best
part of all is that we really love
what we're doing.”

THE COUPLE, who scem to do
everythlng together, said they
kave no plans (o retire. “I think
T'd go nuts if 1 retired from the
business now,” Virchow said. “I
like keeping busy and the busl-
ness has become a very import-
ant part of our lives."

Like a lot of love storles, the
Rldings were Introduced at a par-
ty back in the "30s and they've
been happlly married ¢ver since.
They have one son and a daugh-
ter, who also live In the area,

During their free time, they en-
Joy visiting thelr home in Florida.

Virchow collects old radics,
while Ettie is an avid collector of
antique potato mashers.

* DRESSES
* SUITS

* LINGERIE

* SPORTSWEAR

* MEN'S CLOTHING
* MEN'S SPORTSWEAR
« MEN'S OUTERWEAR

FURTHER REDUCTIONS

HURRY! FIND ADDITIONAL SAVINGS ON SELECTED FALL AND
WINTER APPAREL AND ACCESSORIES FOR THE FAMILY,
AND BEAUTIFUL THINGS FOR YOUR HOME!

~E

» CHILDREN'S WEAR

* MISS J AND MR. J
CASUAL AND DRESS APPAREL

* HOME FURNISHINGS

AND ACCENTS
« BED AND BATH

WHILE QUANTITIES LAST

Jacobson’s

* TABLEWARE AND SERVICE

We walcome Jacobson's Charge, MasterCard! VISA? snd Amerlcan Expnu"

Shop untll @ p.m. on Thursday and Friday. Until 6 p.m. on Manday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Saturdsy,




