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Farmington Hills Mayor Jean Fox (left) and
Mayor Pro Tem Aldo Vagnozzi, sworn in last
Judge Margaret
of Farmington,
wherewithal to serve the city well in their
new ceremonial posts. Both are outspoken,
streetwise, free thinkers — and fiercely in-
dependent. They boast years of civic in-

Fiercely independent

volvement and achlevement. What's particu-
larly notable is that they sit side by side
even though they come {rom different ends
of the pc1ll1cul spectrum. Fox {s an active

have the
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i an active D

We wish lhem well as they take the hot
scats, front and center, in the Farmington
Hills City Council chambers.

Drop in grades signals
a classic underachiever

I have a son who did well In ele.
mentary and mlddle xchool. He was
always an A/B student. Now, In high
school, he is not dolng as well. 1lls
grades are dropplng to Bs and Cs.
When I alked with his counselor, he
told me that his test scores indleate
he could be an A/B student, The
counselor sald he s underachleving,

Obviously the drop in grades is an
intlcation that he is underachieving.
How do you identlly if he is an un-
derachiever?

1t sounds as if you have the classic
underachiever.

The boy was very bright, very ver-
bal with outstanding grades through-
out clementary and middle schoal
but now s suddenly losing momen-
tum.

The number one indicator of un-
derachlevers is they are disorgan-
ized and they start playing games.
They ferget homework and make up
excuses, they lose assignments, mis-
place their books.

Underachicvers I had in class day-
dream. They pretend they are listen-
ing to you but really are locking
right through the teacher lke a win-
dow, thlnking of other things.

Some classle underachievers talk
a good game but produce little.
Thelr study skills begin to dissipate
and when they do study they review
materials very briefly and consider
that sufficlent. Oftentime they are
more concerned about being the first
student done than with the quality of
the work. As a result their papers
contajn many, careless crrors,

In some cases they just become
lazy — but maybe that would be 100
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sweeping a generatization.

A sccond way to Identify if your
chlld is fatling into the undera-
chievement pattern ls he/she willt
slart saying school is boring in mld-
dle school and not relevant in high
school.

Grades hecome less important be-
cause they have terrible icachers.
Oftentimes sparts, musie, their so.
clal life, drama and other aclivities
become more important hen the
school work. Besides that, their edu-
cation Is more a goal of the parents
so let the parenis worry about it.
Why should they carry an emotional
burden? These rationallzations ease
their minds but underachievers are
not happy wlith themselves. *

Of course there is always the story
of the super underachiever who
comes back to the 20-year reunion
and has done great things. This is
called the “late bloomer.” But from
my experience for every one of these
stories I can give you many others
where the down cyele of nol per-
forming resulted In goals never ob-
tained.

A nelghbor of mine literally was
cmoticnally sick because his son was
and is bright but performing at a C/

D level. The father lectured, ground-
ed and did everything he could to
make hls son turn around. It was a
Mexlcan standoff, with no winners in
slght,

Indced, this was a way for the son
to strike back at the father for some
real or unreal animosities that had
grown at that tender age betweer 15
and 18 when the father beceme
dufmber every day while the son
percelved himself as a Rhodes scho)-
ar.

The father, an executlve at Gener-
al Motors, asked me what to do, 1
suggested the following. The boy
wanted to go to Arlzona State Uni-
versity. He had been te the campus
before and saw Tempe as his Mecea,

1 suggested the father Invest some
money and fly to the campus with
hls son and have a meeting with the
admisslon officer. The admlssion of-
ficer made it elear the high school
sophomore the grades he would need
to enter the unlversity.

To make a long story short, the
boy's grade polnt average mioved to
a 3.6 In his Junlor and senior years.

1 am not saylng this will work far
everyone, but it is better you have
your son view his own future from a
real Hee experience. Let him carry
his share of the emotional baggage
that is prescntly pre-occupying
much of your life.

Dr. James Dople is the ,luruwr
ssistant superintendent in the
Troy School district, Questions for
this column shouli be sent to Doc
Dople c/o the Observer & Eccen-
tric Newspapers, 36251 School-
‘oniu 48150,

from our readers

Take limits
from center

To the editor:

I have been afflllated with the
Community Center for many years
because I belleve in jts important
role in the community.

T question the fustification of the
complaint flled by four people, who
have turped a tempest in a teapot
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into a major problem that threatens
the very exlstence of the center,

Unfortunately, noise polluticn sur-
rounds al] of us — rowdy kids, mech-
anized equlpment, loud radios, cver-
Increasing traffie,

The amplified summer music at
the center was at reasonable hours
and of limited duratien. It Is, there-
fore, appalling that the complaint
filed by four nelghbors and the resul-
tant complications can be justlfied.

How can we ratlonallze the attack
on the center, which has a history of
doalng 50 much good for so many peo-
ple in the communlty?

Pklills Welch,
Farmington Hills

Many need a
helping hand

To the editor:

During the holiday season, it was a
pleasure to plck up a paper and read
about warmhearted, charitable peo-
pte reaching out to help those less
fortunate.

Church groups, unions, schools,
business, nelghbors, and our staff
here at the Soctal Security office,
were . all busy helping to make
Christmas just a Mttle merrler for
those In need,

However, It scoms that once the
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holidays are over, we often forget
that the disadvantaged stilt need aur
help.

The homeless, the mentally ill,
battered women and children, the
unemployed, the disabled, the elder-
ly, may have special necds far as-
sistance all year. I hope the Observ.
er & Eccentric readers now will
think about how we can help the
needy year 'round,

Soclal Sccurlty may be able 10
help. Nationwide each ycar, there
are estimated thousands of people
who are unaware they may be eligi-
bte for Soclal Securlty benefits

Supplemental  Sccurity Income
pays cash benefus to people of all

ages who are In need. SSI is paid to
individuals who are aged; blind or
disabled at any age (even children)
with low tncame and resources. In
some cases, people who are unable
to work due to depression, alcaho!-
ism, drug addiction, and learning
disabilities can qualify for monthly
S5 disabllity benefits.

Social Security bencfits are paid
on the work records of wage carners
whe are retired, disabled, or de-
ceased. The family of the worker can
also be entitled to monthly cash ben-
efits. The dependents irclude (hus
are not limlted to) spouscs, children
under age 18, disabled “children”
over age 18, divarced spouses, and

cyen disabled survivors.

In the spirit of giving this season,
let us extend a hand up, rather than
merely a hand out. Be aware of pos-
sible sources of assistance. Refer
someone who may be cligible for
benefits to Social Security. Call toll-
free, 24 hours a day, seven days a
week  for  additional Information
about Social Security benefit pro-
grams, The phene number is: §-800-
234-5772.

Help us meet our goal, that every-
one wha s eligible for benefits is re-
ceiving them.

Robert Clevenger, district manager,
Social Securlty Adminlstratton
tealth and lluman Services
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