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LEDDING concerns.
Farmington Publln
Schools officials are asking

resldents to find anather
place to sled after a rash of Inju-

@w‘mm peppers h@use,
Hills shooting victim escapes unhurt

By 8ob 8klar
staff weiter

Four young adults face assaull
charges in a shootlng Incident in
which the home of a 25-year-old
Farmington Hllls man was sprayed
with gunflre carly Sunday.

The man was watchlng TV In the
llving room at the time, but was not
hurt, “He’s darn lucky he wasn't hit,”
said Lt, Gordon Ress of the Farm-
ington Hllls pollce,

rles on the distriet d sledding
hill at Shiawassee and Farmlngton
Road thls year.

“We've had some serious acci-
dents, and we're concerned about
them,” Superintendent  Michael
Flanagan sald at a recent school
board meeting, speaking on behalf
of trustees.

Injurles have Included broken
limbs and others requiring trips to
the hospital,

Flanagan suggested residents
check out the newer, nearby Heri-
tage Park sledding hill for winter
fun.

BETTER late than never.

The Farmington Education As-
soctation, which represents teach-
urs in the Farmington school dis-
trict, is offerlng support for ihe re-
cent appointmeat of Michael
Flanagan as superinicndent of
Farmington Public Schools.

“I'm Impressed, not so much
with what one calls credentials

, but he's a person who listens
w people,” said Jim Miner, FEA
president,

Miaer said he was speaning for
the full FEA board, as well.

QUOTE of tha week

He's darn
wasn't hit.

lucky  he

— Police Lt. Gordon Ross, about
a 2%-year-old man, who was in-
side a Farmlngton HIllls house
sprayed with gunfire in a drive-
by shooting early Sunday.
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belleve the shootlng

may have stemmed from a dispute
between the man and his brother’s
ex-girlfriend.

Police aren'l saying if ihe suspects
knew anyone was Inside the dark-
¢ned, one-story house when the
shooting started at 3:35 a.m. on the
20700 block of Inkster, just north of
Eight Mlte.

Five.small-caliber bullets hit the
{rant of the house and entered a bed-
room. Two rounds lodged in a bed-
room dresser.

A car parked in the drlveway an

hour earlicr, during a related feloni-
ous assault, was gone by the time the
shooting started. The car belonged to
the 25-year-old man's brother, Sgt.
Charles Nebus said.

Charged in the incident were Rob-
ert Larry Jaber, 19; Gary Robert
Meldeum, 23; and James Scott Mel-
drum, 21, ali of Detroit, and Maria
Victoria Knes, 19, of Southfleld.

WHEN THE gunfire crupted, a po-
lice offlcer had the house under sur-
veillance because of the carlier inci-
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R. Jaber G. Meldrum

dunt, In which the 25-year-old man
was nearly run down near the front
parch.

“The man, whom police won't iden-
tify, was watching TV in the living

Sharing

Behind the Flanders second graders is a wall &

| ! Reloted stories, 74, 8A

They had a drcam at Flanders
Elementary.

And Monday, Shirley Michelotti’s
second graders made It come allve,

They dreamed that “people
won't do drugs,” that “people won't
kill other people” and that “the
poar will be treated falrly,” among
other things.

These student wishes ang other
activities were part of the local
and national celebratlons of Martin

photos by RANDY BORST/atal photographer

Erin Nuit (lett), Jennifer Reeve and Laura vannnlm work on aclass pmmct honoring the memory of Dr, Martin Luther King Jr.

a cdream

Flanders students celebrate
Martin Luther King Jr.’s legacy

Luther King Jr. Day.

Students worked on biographles,
did artwork and creatlve writing,
watched flimstrips and sang songs
all relating to the life and times of
the slatn civil rights Jeader who
would have been 61 years old Mon-
day.

Michelattl, who has been teach-
ing for more than 30 years,
watched the group of well-behaved
youngsters, busy with tkelr lasam
"Thcy re llving their dream,” she
add

King's

Jason Barraga-
fo writes his
drecam on a pa-
per doll, which
will later Dbe-
come parl of o
chain of
dreams of his
clagsmates at
Flanders
Elementary.
Jogon's dream
was for people
“to stop mur-
dering each
other."

City panel will work to solve noise

{Z} For a rolated opinion,
sco Page 184

By Joanne Mallszewaki

stalf writor

Farmington Road resident Wil
lam Shortt welcomes a third party
to try to solve a conflict between the

and to coexlst p

“While you can say there's no ju-
risdletion (for the clty counchl) on
this . , ., It is well within the range
of the clty council’s interests and
concerns to address problems like
this when they arise,” Farmington
Hills Mayor Jean Fox said at a coun-
cil lludy session Monday

Community Center of
Farmington Hills and neurby nelgh-
bors tired of loud nolse,

“A third party — if we could get
to the truth, I (hink that cnuld be
very beneficlal,” Shortt said

The third party will be an ad hec
committee of two councll members
and two cily administrators, who
will try to find a way for the ccnler\
1

the regular clty cnum:ll mccllng
Monday,

Counciiman Lawrence Lichtman
didn’t necessarily agree with the
councli’s role In thc eonflict. “1 think
the burden i1 on the Community Cen-
ter to come up with a proposal, They
are, after all, the party that wants
something.”

N 2

CITY ATTORNEY Paul Blbeau
cautioned councll members that It's
1llegal to attempt to change or aver-
turn the planning commission’s one-
year ban on amplification at the cen-
ler,

“, ., our aim I3 to find a way for
the center to continue to add Its gifts
of grace and cullure to our commu-
nity, while still not Infringing on the
amblance of onc of our finest resis
dentlal areas [n the city,” Fox said.

Complaints about loud nolse from
nelghbors near the Community Cen-
ter on Farmington Road, between 10
and 11 Mile, finally culminated dur-
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rry
Hills councilman
'

J Meldrum M. Knes

room when “he heard hang, bang.
bang, bang and crawled to the win-
dow by the front door,” detective

Please turn to Page 7

Games
marred
by fights

By Cascy Hana
and Dan O'Mosra
stalf wrltors

In the wake of fights at two high
school basketball games Friday
pight, Farmington Public Schools of-
fictals are taking actlon to ensure
that such incidents won't happen
again.

The fights involved clther students
or alumni from all three Farming-
ton-arva publle high schools: North
Farmington, Harrison High and
Farmington High,

At North Farmington — where
North was playing cross-town rival
Farmington — at least two Farm-
Ington students were reporied in-
jurcd In a fight. They were treated at
Providence Hospital In Novi for facl-
al cuts and bruises, according to a
Farmington Hills police report.

No injurics were reporied at an
unrclated ircident at Harrison,
where several Incidents [nvolving
students and alumni crupted during
the game and at a post-game dance,
which ended early, said principal
Clayton Graham.

Farmlington Hills police were
catled te Nerth at 9:30 p.m. and Har-
rison at 11:30 to handle separate
altercatlons, said Li. Richard Mur-
phy. But school officials sald the
fights were broken up by parents
and others present belore police ar-
rived.

““c re all very embarrassed by it,
and we'll do everything we can to en-
sure It deesn't happen again,” sald
Don Cowan, director of student ser-
vices/operatlons for the district and
outgolng principal at North, "We've
been fortunate to have very little of
this. We take a lot of pride in our
schools.

“Thark God no onc¢ was hurt per-
manently.”

COWAN SAID school offlclals met
this week with students Involved and
thelr parents in an elfort to find out
whal prompted the vielent behavior,
and to try and mend any rlfts that
may have develaped. He sald the dis-
trict may also involve members of
the student councils and the Student
Round Table as resources to avold
{uture problems.

In the incident at North, several
students apparently became upset

Ploase turn 1o Pago 7

conflict

Willlam Shortt
Farmington Road resident



