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Parent: Attitude
on firearms class
was ‘horrifying’

8y Darrell Clem
stalf writer

A parent last week accused
Walled Lake school offlclals of show-
ing “no compassion whatsoever” for
a group of parents that filed a now-
dismissed lawsult challenging a
school fircarms program,

“The altitude of the administra-
tton has been horrifying,” Sam Hale-
man of West Bloomficld sald.

Holeman and 11 other parents
filed suit last year in Oakland Coun-
ty Circult Court to challenge a dee-
ades-old fircarms curriculum (hat
teaches sixth graders to shoot .22-
callber rifles,

And cven though the sult has been
drapped, Holcman siressed that par-
cnts retained the right to relnstate it.
"But we hope we don't have to.”

The next step wikl be for parents
to put political pressure on school
board members to answer questions
that school admlnistrators, such as
Superintendent James Gelsler, failed
to address about the flrearms pro-
gram, Holeman said.

SCHOOL OFFICIALS two weeks
ago Issued a one-page statement an-
nouncing that the school district had
adopted new guldelines for the pro-
gram and that the lawsuit had been
resolved. Holeman, spokesman for
1he group of parents, was out of town
at the time and could not be reached
for comment.

Though Holeman conceded last
week that most of the parcnts' con-
cerns about safely have been an-
swered, he sald it is “utter nonsense”
for school officials to say the lawsult
has been resolved.

Walled Lake
School
District

of the tircarms program and address
the “psychological aspects” of it

Parents remain concerned (hat,
despite societal violence lavolving
firearms, “we still stick rifles In the
bands of 11-ycar-clds,” Holeman
said.

The program, launched in late
'50s, was started because the Walled
Lake area historleally has been a ru-
ral community (n which huntlng has
been a major sport, school board
presldent Sammy Ruetenik sald last
week. The program has been almed
at teachlng fircarms safety, and par-
ents who object to it have been al-
lowed to Jet thelr children opt out,

Still, the group of parents that
spent $22,000 on the lawsult belteve
school officials should reassess the
program's merit.

SHARON LoMIEUX/stalf phalographer
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Big man’s job
Tim Doot and his 4-year-old son, Timmy, shove! snow on the

driveway of the Farmington Hills home In which Tim was
raised. Tim, his wife Cathy and their four children are current-

ly living in Austin, Tex., and came home to visit their families
in Farmington Hills and Livonia during the holidays.

HOLCMAN CONCEDED that
some ve been

For example, he sald, the sixth
graders discharging fircarms now
must wear safety glasses, and In-
structors who once did not have to
receive state certlfication now must
dose.

“I can't imagine the school distrlct
running a chemlstry class or a math
¢lass without a certified instructor,”
Holeman said.

Parents remaln balfled that the
slalc Dcpar!ment of Soclal Services

1 cited two key c!
of the suit that he safd rematn unad-
dressed: Parents want schoal offi-
clals to justlfy the educational value
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for the pregram but
a[lnws the local district to monitar
it, he sald. “They're relying on the
fox to watch the chicken coop.”

Society of St. Vincent de Paul honors 2 volunteers

The Soclety of St. Vincent de Paul
recently honored two of Its volun-
teers from the Farmington Hills
area for their charitable work.

Honored with the Frederic Oza-
nam Length of Service

years of service as volunteers of the

Ermest Onisko, who Is president of
soclety.

the St. Fablan Canference for the So-

church volunteers and community
leaders from across Southeast Mich.

Both have spent countless hours
visiting peaple in need of food,
clothes, housing and other types of

were Albert O'Connor for 70 years of
service and Myron Durkee for 50
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Glass doors are a handsome addition to
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emergency

clety of St. Vincent de Paul, where
they are stil! actlve members,

The occasion for this award cere-

Igan.

The medallion is named alter the
founder of the Soctety of St. Vincent
de Paul, who organlzed the first

mony was the soclety's second annu-

group of Vincentlan volunteers to
al award banquet, which drew 800

help the poor in Paris [n the 1830s.
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‘The medallions were presented by
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ENTIRE STOCK
WINTER COATS

0% to 70% off

Detroit’s Best Prices - Super Selection! Every coat in our stock. thousands
of coats to choose from. All our quality makers warm wools, quilted pant-
coats, stormceoats, long coats, pantcoats and more. Missy & Petite G-18.

*MULBERRY STREET QUILTED PANTCOATS .................0rig. $90-100 29

» HERMAN KAY WOOL PANTCOATS. 0T, $130-1ig 092
* MISTY HARBOR ZIP-LINED STORMCOATS ... on.cc0rig. $160-170 792
* WOOL LONG LONG DRESS COATS.....ocoercrnecccrOrig. $160-190 792
* PENGUIN QUALITY WOOL PANTCOATS.......vcvrncrcrs0Fig, $180-190 9992
* FORECASTER WOOL LONG DRESS COATS ............ orig. $206.220 1099

* DESIGNER WOOL LONG DRESS COATS. .orig. $250-288 139
and many, many more

27740 FORD RD.
3% Blks. W. of
Inkster Rd.,
Garden City, M|

422-2750
Open 9-8
M-F

9-6 Sal.
Closad Sunday

« Oakland Plaza
John R. North of 14 Mi.

* West Oaks 1t Center
West Oaks Dr. & Novi Rd.

* The Corners Center
13 Mi. at Southficld

Mon. thru Sat. 10-9, Sun. 12-6




