Crossing seas |

to create
new families

By Janlce Brunson
stall wrller

Teiling quietly in a small base-
ment office on Adams Road in Bir-
mingham, a handful of dedicated
professionals are busy ereating fam-
ilies, placing children from Korea,
India and Vietnam with Amerleans
intent on adoptlon,

For years, older couples, single
persons or those who already have
natural children — people unwilling
or unable to wait for a US.born
Caucasian baby — have relied on
foreign youngsters (o {ulfill parental
aspirations,

But for many, 1950 may wel
prave disappointing as the number
of foreign chlldren avallable for
adoptiun dwindles, according to Eliz-
abeth Gernlng of Americans for In-
1ernational Ald and Adoption (AIAA)
In Birmingbam.

“Right now, our numbers are
decreasing for many reasons, both
soclal and political,” said Gornlng
who, llke many AIAA employees, has
adopted a child from abroad. Daugh-
ter Amanda, 14, Is from Korea.

Previously, the majority of chil-
dren processed by AIAA have come
{rom Korea and India. But changing
attitudes about adoption and more
abortlons mean substantially fewer
chitdren are now available (rom ei-
ther country.

American parents who once wait-
ed three to four months for a child
after processing by AIAA, now face
walts of eight to 10 months, accord-

ing o Gorning, who said some U.S.
agencies  have even temporarily
stapped accepting applicatlons.

AIAA continues to accept applica-
tions and Is hopeful new contacts
with pgovernment social service
agencics in Honduras and Chile will
result in a steady source of children
in need of new parents.

ONE OF GORNING'S more mem-
orable moments in “"escorting” or
accompanying chlldren from old
homies to new families in the United
States occurred during landing in
Minneapolis on a flight from Korca
to Detroit with a set of 3-year-old
twin girls and a boy, 4, who Insisted
on unfastening his seatbelt,

Puring deseent, Gorning struggled
10 keep the boy's seatbelt buckled
when, suddenly, the twin scated far-
thest from her vomited.

“At that moment, there was noth-
ing I could do. I didn't have enough
hands,” she said.

Such journeys are grucling affales,
Including plane changes and layo-
vers, (he trip from the Soctal Wel-
tare Socicty In Scout {o the United
States is some 20 hours and from the
Misslon of Hope in Caleutta, about
40 hours.

In addition to children
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Susan Rabbers sees her new daughter for the first time, as A
(right]j carries her out of customns.
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14-month wait ends with Ashley

By Janlco Brunson
staff writer

are exhilarated yet terrified, unac-
customed 1o aitline food and nervous
about joining new parents in a
strange new Jand. They are unable to
express themselves in English,

Even before she arrived home,
Ashley Amber Kim Rabbers, a 14-
pound bundle of sloc-cyed wonder,
caused quite a stir in Bridgman, a
small rural community in southeast-

Ploaso turn to Page 13
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Americans tor International Aid and Adoption office is on the
corner ol Adams and Websler roads in Birmingham. Phone

number is 645-2211,

ern Michi

HlHer actual arrlval last Friday at
Detroit Metro Airport, aboard
Northwest Fitght 12 from Seoul, Ko-
rea, was greeted with whoops and
tears of joy by adoptlve parents Su-
san and Daniel Rabbers, who have
been waiting 14 months for their
new daughter.

Susan paced up and down as she
waited for the flight to arrive, then
the ) time It

the Korcan military.

Ashley s full-blooded Korean. Her
adoption by the Rabbers is called a
cross-cultural, cross-racial adoption.

At home, Ashley joins new
drother, Justin, 7, Susan's son {from a
former marriage. Susan and Danicl
have been married four ycars.

THE COUPLE FIRST decided to
consider adoptlon when, after sever-
al years of trying, Susan failed to be-
come pregnant.

“We wanted our own child and a
brother or sister for Justin”
Rabbers sald.

Close fricnds, who three years ago
adopted a Korcan daughter, suggest-
ed the couple contact Americans for
! Aid and Adoption in

took to go through customs. *'Loak,
she’s in labor,” her father-In-law
Joked.

A macho-Jooklng ex-Marine, he
too was fearful when Ashley finally
was placed in her new parents'
arms.

“This is extra spectal for all of
us,"” said Daniel Rabbers, a manager
for a Mcijer supermarket.

Ashley, whose new parents opted
to retain her Korean name Kim, was
born nearly six months ago, deliv-
ered of a mother from Pusan who
had become pregnant after a bricl
romantie liaison with a member of
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All applicants must submlt to
physlcal exams and supply personal
blographies and reference letters.
Once the home study of at least
three visits is completed and appll-
cants are otherwlse approved, the
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