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The writer, David Litogot, is ¢
Trustee in the Historical Society
of Michigan and a history teacher
s Wooddale Elementary Schoot
in Farmington Hills.

By Davld L, Litogot
special writer

How times have changed. One
hundred years ago we calied them
the “Gay Nincties." I wonder what
the 19305 will be called? The decade
when Farmington ran out of room?
The era of unlimited expanston and
“progress™?

ngton

It was just 100 years ago that
America was a country of 44 states,
The Army put down the last Indian

“rebellion™ at Wounded Knee, South
Dakota, and Navy beat Army In
thelr first football classic. Indeed it
was an cnd to one era and a begine
ning of a new age: one of Industry,
invention, and progress,

Michlgan at the time was a jeader
In lumber, copper, salt, and iron.
Fayette, a town of 500 in the Upper
Peninsula, was a booming pig-lron
producer. Herert Dow just founded
the Dow chemical company. The
land was stripped of the trees and

2 volunteers honored
for their service work

The Society of 5. Vincent de Paul
recently honored two of its volun-
teers from the Farmingten Hills
arca for their charltable work.

Honered with the Frederic Oza.
nam Length of Service Medallion
were Albert O'Connor for 70 years of
service and Myron Durkee for 50
years of service as volunteers of the
soclety.

Both have spent countless hours
visiting people In need of food,
clothes, bousing and other types of
emergency asslstance.

The medallions were presented by
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Ernest Oniske, who Is presldent of
the S1. Fablan Conference for the So-
ciety of St. Vincent de Paul, where
they are still active members,

The occasion for this award cere-
mony was the society’s second annu-
al award banquet, which drew 800
church volunteers and community
leaders from across Southeast Mich-
tgan.

The medalllon is named after the
founder of the Soclety of St. Vincent
de Pau), who organized the flrst
group of Vincentian volunteers io
help the poor In Paris In the 1830s,
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Only one pérson
can design exactly
the furniture you want.

on't compromise.
Nobody knows what you want better than you
do. And, our design staff lets you create exnclly
the fashionable fook you want.

500 styles; 1000 fabrics.

Select from 500 styles of sofas, Ioveseals.

chairsand r . Then,

35 day delivery.

warranty,
Sensible prices.

take y your time selecting the cover you like,
From an entire wall fllied with more than 1000
deslgner tabrlcs, .

You also get a lifetime frame, spring and
cushlon warranty; as well as a two year fabrlc

Brant offers you the opportunity to buy fine
furniture that's sensibly priced. It's a place
whnre evun a modest decorating budgat
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in 1890:

footprints in history

the passenger plgeon was qulckly be-
coming extinct. These gentle blrds
were killed for food and thelr habltat
was destroyed by lumbermen and
forest fires,

Farming was Michlgans leading
industry. The most rellable transpor-
tatlon was by water and by rail. The
state had almost 7,000 miles of rail
and no paved roads.

DETROIT'S LEADING industries
were the manufacturing of rallroad
cars, bools, shoes, cigars, men's
clothing, ships and stoves. Detroit
had 200,000 people and was the 14th
largest clty In the United States. J.L.
Hudson had a sterc In the Opera
House on Campus Martius,

Gernhard Stroh owned a brewery.
James Vernor had a drugstore
where he produced a fine ginger ale.
Fred Sanders owned a confectlenery
store. Ira and Clayton Grinnell
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opencd a music store about this
time. There was Mabley's depart.
munt store, the Ferry Seed Compa-
ny, and Parke-Davis.

There were no automobiles - just
horses and bicyeles, Tae street cars
were pulled by horses, Electriclty
was available, which meant better
Yghting and refrigeration. The days
of the ice box were numbered.

Farmington was a good onc-day
ride from downtown Detroit. The
small village of 700 was a good
place Lo stop on the way to and from
Lansing, the state capltal. The Bots-
ford Inn near Clarcnceville and the
Owen House in downtown Farming-
ton were good places to spend the
night. For less than $1, a traveller
could enjoy dinner and a room,

Drug Store was also home to the lo-
cal post office. The Warner store
was thrlving, belng run by 2 32-year-
old Fre¢ Warner. Locally, the
Warner family was also [nvolved in
brick-making, banking and eventual-
1y cheese-makling.

The Farmers nearby were
prospering, too, Their large homes
testified to the wealth of the land
and orchards. The small village of
North Farmingion on 14 Mile cxist-
cd In 1890.

There were 10 one-reom school
houses In the township. Only one cx-
ists today, the German scheol, on
Middlebelt, sauth of 14 mile. There
was also a ncw high school. In 1890,
the Union School in downtown Farm-
ington would graduate its first class
— all three of them. These three had
to pay tultion (o attend and graduat-
ed at the end of the 11th grade,

FARMINGTON IN 1890 had no

‘bright future’

tralns, no cleciricity, no telephones,
and no more Quakers. The people
lived with diffcrent smells and mare
dirt than we experience 1oday. Life
expectancy was shorler but the life
itself might have been richer. The
famlly and church were important.
The foods were [resh, Well water
had 10 be better. The future tooked
bright. New inventlons were pro-
duced 1o make life of the average
person better. Can we say that to-
day?

splintered rnmlllcf.

With  our
break-neck

ri-
ented economy, grid-locked road-
ways, and clectric mania, can we re.
ally say that life in Farmlagton is
better?

One hundred years from now —
when every inch of Farmingion is
covered with condomlntiums, malls,
and copcrete — which year will man
yearn far, 1920 or 18907

THE BUSINESSES In
Farmingten were growing along
Grand River Avenue. The Woodman
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“TREATMENT STUDY FOR DEPRESSION"
1f you are suffering from sustained depression, anx-
jety or both, and are in good health,

ualify for free treatment through the AF ECTIVE
ISORDERS UNIT at Lafaycule Clinic. Alm of the

oUu may

factors

study is to discover

Please contact:
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with successful treatment of depressive illness.
Affective Disorders Unit
256-9617
LAFAYETTE CLINIC
4> Wayne State University
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