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Mayor builds strong agenda
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Her communily vigor is
legendary. We, (00, subscribe to
the “nobler notion that each
individual owes something to this
sociely, to this small section of a
wonderful globe — our home and
hearth — which has given us so
much."”

We applaud her eall for the cablecasting of
city council meetings, “beecause an informed
clectorate is the best guarantee of democracy.™
[f the folks who call the shots from the council
beneh opt to grandstand, let ‘em. They'l rue they
did come election day — make no mistake about
hat. The voters aren't stupid, They can spot
rades tike eagles in search of prey.

WE'RE PARTICULARLY excited 10 heitr Fox
defend Farmington Hills™ residential flavor and
natoral vistas.
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ense of community.
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with vigor, values and vision,
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Yep, burden indeed is
on Community Center

iT'S A private But it's
dependent on public suppart.

And the future [s foggy at best for
the Community Center of Farming-
ton-Farmington Hills.

That's because of an impasse be-
tween the 21-year-old center and the
Farmington Hills Planning Comunis-

at

sion over sound
summertime amphitheater perfor-
mances and year-round indoor wedd-
ings.

Glven the dozens of headllnes and
letters about the planners’ 1-year
ban on use of loudspeakers and ml-
crophones, Mayor Jean Fox is right:
The Farmington Hills City Council
has an obligation to address the
Mexican standoff.

Nelghbors argue the use of sound
amplifiers creates Intolerable noise.
Directors say the ban will lmit
bookings and sharply curtail revenue
of the non-profit center.

1, FOR one, don't object to an pd
hoe commitiee of two counci! mem-
bers and two city administrators
giving directlon In hopes of striklng
a compromise between the Commu-
nity Center and its neighbors.

Sure, I'm concerned about undue
politicat intluence on eity planners.
But as Aldo Vagnozzi reminded fel-
low ecouncil members: “We are the
only clected officials in this commu-
nity. In the final analysis, the buck
stops here."”

He acknowledged that the council
has no authority to impose a settle-

ment to keep the music coming in a
mellower, less intrusive way. But 1
coneur that it has “a responsibility
10 try 1o werk one out.”

Councilman Jon Grant perceptive-
Iy pointed out that the city council
endorsed the Camnmunity Center's
move to a cultural arts niche during
a fiscal crisis three years ago,

AT A council study sesslon Mon-
day, Mayor Fox unveiled some good
ideas to rekindle discusslons; nu am

put up with an unreasonable a moun\
af noise.”

IN A partlcularly insightful obser-'>
vation, councilman Larey Lichtman”
said the burden is on the Community -
Center to modify its programming to”
satisfy the plapning commisslon’s
rightful concern about noise {lua!in?t
.llmltssly through the valley.

“Naobody at the Community Center
so far has put forth a lot of encrgy i
proposing concrete changes In thd.
operation,” he said, -

“They're In the best posl\lon 1o
solve their own problem,” he added, |
“They're the ones whao're golng to”
have te go back o the drawing”
board." .

Especially troublesome about this
sticky wicket Is the bad rap glven .
clly planners. Yep, they acted hasti-
Iy in Imposlng an outright ban on
instead of sound lm- ¢

no amplificatlon of any kind Insuie
the histeric mansion, no brass or
pereussion outside on be 1anslen
grounds,

The Observer, meanwhile, has

Its, “but they did so only as a last re; B
sort.
Chalrwoman Joanne Smith, whg-
favored sound limits, says plannees
would be willing to re-consider the:.

called for decibel limits to obj
1y measure noise,

The impasse bois down to a land
use dispute: What noise level is ac-
ceptable {o netghbors and how will
the Community Center monitor it?
Says Fox, “The Community Center is
not on an island with no one around.”

Even councilman Grant, a long-
time Community Center booster,
says neighbors shouldn't bave “to

ban if the C Center would
be willing to tone down progras.
ning. .

In the scarch for a seemingly ¢ly-. |
sive solution, we'd all do well (o heed
councilwoman Nancy Bates: "I
would like to see people put them:
selves in each other's positlon to lr}’.’»
to feed how others would feel.”

Bob Sktar is editor of the Funao
ington Obsereer.
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Buth lls are responsible moves to educate a
public determined to arm itsell. If you are con-
certied about gun salety and what's been appen-
mgmoour acighborhoods,  write your  state
lawnuiaker

How to fight rate increases

Cable TV is not a necessity like water. But for
most of hecome a habit, like cigarettes,
that is extremely difficult to kick.

WIHAT CAN peaple du?

larity of action that res ity, raise
s rates annually,

1 Not since the QPEC oil cartel gouging of the
119705 have we seen an industry raise its prices by
’duuhlu digit percentages so inexorably every
tyear.

. There’s a pattern to the price raising. The
scable company ‘jacks up the price of the “basie”
:service and holds the line on the subscription
‘movie and sports channels.

i Meanwhile, the number of commercials scems
o grow, Somebody is making an enormous
amount of money.

The industry cthically is in a gray area. On one
hand, it requires a local governmental franchise
to string its wires aml to operate, On the other,
isnota puble utility, so it’s hard to justify gov.
o meiital price regulation,

Gover al price fixing isn't feasible, There
has been talk in W gton of allowing compet-
ing services within an area, although it's still un-
clear how that would work,

Some franchises call for a public Ile.lrin[, cve.
£y three years to evaluate the franchisee’s per-
formance, People should use the hearing to
squawk,

When your tueal cable firm raises the basic
price, which seems to happen Feb. 1 in most
pla you can cancel an add-on movle or sporls
channel to keep your total bill level. Once you're
down 0 basic, you cin cancel the service entire-
ly. use the VCR or read. This can really hurt the
Iranchisee because it needs a lot of subseribers
10 pay for the wire it has strung up, *

Like cigarettes, cable TV Is fun and addicting.
But Americans don’t need It to live,

Center is a
public asset

To the editor:

I am concerned about the restrie-
tlons betng placed on use of the am-
phitheater at the Communlty Center.

The Commur:ity Center Is & won-
derful asset to Farmington and
Farmington Hills, It performs a
much-needed service to our commu-
nity and nceds our support.

I wish to see the programs centin-
ued without the imposed barrlers by
the Farmington Hills Planning Com-
misslon,

Lilllan Greoda,
Farmington 1ills

Pot smoking
— No crime

To the editor:

Wow was I surprlsed to read a let-
ter suggesting logalizing marljuana,
Good work. For years, pot smokers
have offered to have thls substance
taxed and pay off the national debt
for our citizens. We just sald no.

Now pot smokers are offering to
double or quadrudple the drug war
fund. We just keep saying no, We of-
fer them a clgareite and a can of

Dick jaham general manager

Stove Barnaby managing editor
Judith Doner Borne assistant managing editor

beer and tel] them don't werry, be
happy. It's time to get real.

1l iy neighboer had a couple of pot
plants in his living room, it woulda't
bother me in the least. I don't know
what the big stink is about pot, but
an adult should have some say over
his private affairs.

Building $20,000 jail cells for ca-
sual pot smokers should be the least
of our concerns. Women are battling
it out for rights to control thelr own
bodles; pot smokers face even a
tougher challenge. Remember, we
are at war and those arc (he bad
guys.

If the pot smokers would pay off
the national debt, fund the war on
drugs, help care for the elderty, feed
the hungry, and shovel our slde.
walks: T say we let them smoke a
{ew Joints on the weekend,

Wayae Root,
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included in this funding hos been ¢
the establishment of the Research
£xcellence Fund, which has chan-$
neled $129 mmillion to projects that»
have put Michigan at the cutling
edge of “job creatlng,” economic de-
velopment related research and the
Martin Luther King/Cacsar Chavez/
Rosa Parks programs, which target '
additlonal financlal ald to selected
groups of sturents.

In addition to these newly estab- <
lished programs, we have invested,
or are planning to invest, over $1 bjl-
lion in he expansion and mainte- 7
nance  of
which represents the largest capital

investmient that the state has com- E
M

mitted in any area, including correc-

tions,

Since 1983, funding for flnanclal
ald programs has been doubled, and
an ongolng policy of tultion freezes

Higher ed
gets funds

To the cdltor:

Since 1983, annual state funding
for our state universitles has in-
creased by $557 miltlon, or 82 per.
cent, During that same perlod, infla-
tion, measured by the Detroit Con-
sumer Prlee Index, increased by
only 28 percent.

~—— Obseruer & Eccentric Newspapers

Suburban Communications Corp.
Philip Power chairman of the board
Richard Aginion president
Richard Brady direclor of advertising
Fred Wright director of circulation

and has E.
Furthermore, our highly success. -
ful and innovatlve Michlgan Educa-
tion Trust (MET), the first of Its kind )
in the ‘nation, enables parents lo 3
make a down payment that wll!
guarantee thelr child's tultion at ene
of Michigan's state universities. p
Investments in educatfon, from &
preschool through higher education, #
represent Gov, Blanchard's hlghul-
priorlty, as demonstrated by the fact %
that 38 percent of the state budgnl‘
gocs lo cducation,
Shelby P, Solomon, director ;.
Michigan Department of}
Management and llud(el\

unlversities® fachities;.§

- e o

A
= )




