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1all of how the cap would wark.
Almost two years ago, Vagnozzi drafted a

Confusion and skepticism mark Farming-
ton-arca reaction to Gov. James Blanchard’s
proposal te }imit homeowners' property tax
assessments to the annual rate of inflation
with reimbursement only to school districts
{or any resulting loss In property taxes.

- “Thls may help retlred people on fixed In-
comes. But we still nced to get away from
rty taxes,” sald

Farmington Hills city councilman Aldo Vag.

heavy reliance on pro
nozzi.
But he acknowledged It's a start,

J‘We have been running twice the cost of
living, inflation. It would glve some relict. It

recognizes people are hurting.”

Blanchard announced [n hls proposal to
limlt future residential property tax assess-
ments to the rate of inflation for school tax
purposes In his State of the State message
Jan. 9. But the governor pravided little de-

sar owner asks for leniency in liguor law sweeps

By Joanno

crease the maximum §1,200

assessments,

“Yupple” housing.
AT FIRST glance, Farming|

inglon Hills assessors are skeptical that

tying the assessment rate to
provide uniformity or equity
owners within a jurisdlction.

sor Dean Babb said,
Assessors questlon whether

ointf wrlter

Marmaduke's Tavern owner Rob-
ert Matley would like Farmington
Hills police to glve llquor llcensces a
gift: one chance to make a mistake
in selling alcohal to undercover po-
lice cadets younger than 21 during
liquor law crackdowns.

“If It's Operatlon/Coop let

Ce is required to suspend
or reveke liquor lcenses for licen-
sees who have chalked up three vio-
latlons in 24 months.

BUT CITY offlclals seem unwill-
ing to accept Matley's suggestlon,
They believe the best way to avoid
belng ticketed for selling to minors
Is to ask cveryone who wants to buy

Icoholic drinks for

one of them be a gift,"” he said,

Operallon/Cooperation is Farm-
Ington Hills' new venture among po-
tice, the city, the schools and liquor
licensees to step up the {Ight against
underage drinking.

"I know it Isn't entrapment,” Mat.
ley contlnued, “Everyone in that bar
is supposed to have 1D on them to
get liquor. Let's do it. Let's cooper-
ate with each other,”

With $450,000 Invested En his res-
taurant in the Country Ridge shop-
ping centcr, southeast of Haggerty
and 14 Mile, Matley (3 concerned
about losing hls liquor Keense In the
wake of two tickets since November

1988.
The Michlgan Liquor Control

“If you card your people, you will
not be in a situatlon like this,” Mayor
Jean Fox said,

Matley was ticketed In the pollce

department’s latest undercover 1l
quor law enforcement sweep, Dec.
15, for sclling to o cadet younger
than 21, the state’s legal drinking
age.
He was first ticketed in a simllar
undercover operatlon In November
1988. Licensces are clted under state
liquor laws as well as local ordi-
nances.

“I feel as a business . . . cooper-
ate with me, I'll cooperate with
you," Matley sald,

Matley critlcized procedures
Mlice used in the Dec. 15 operation, in

School board approves

Farmington school board mem-
bers approved a net $1.2 milllon
budgat Increased thls month to offset
state Soctal Security beneflts the dis-
trict must now pay, and increases
due to negotiated salary increases
during recent contract negotiations,

The deeislon moves spending for
the 1989-90 budget year up from

$88.1 mitllon 10 $89.3 mililon,

“We, in fact, have lost, and are
paying this year $1 mlillon (the em-
ployer's share of Soclal Security tax-
€s) we've never had to pay before,”
said superintendent Michael Flana-

gan.
“We {ully expected this. I antici-
pate that the full $4 milllon will be

asking the state Legislature to in-

tax rebate (o a flgure based on increascs
that have taken place fn property values and

Vagnozzi's resolution followed complaints
{rom older, particularly retired, long-term
resldents, who felt they are being cdged out
of Farmington Hills by the spiraling costs of

“Isce it as potentially creating inequitles.
It could be between neighborhoods, It could
be between clties,” Farmlington Hllls asscs-

state property

price” of a house.

ton and Farm-

Inflatlon will
among home-

asked.

market value,

used to base assessments, would still play a
role. The assessment process determines the
true cash value of property for the purpose
of calcwlating property taxes. Clty, school
and county tax rates are levied against the
assessed value of properly, An assessment (5
generally S0 percent of the “usual selling

Assessors  also  question  whether any
change In assessments, espectally tled to in-
flation, would be across the board. For ex-
ample, would homeowners In cxpensive
houses pay the same
that homeowners in homes that are not ay
valuable on the sales market pay? Babb

“Does 1hls mean that an individual (as
sessment) cannot go up more than the infla-
tion rate?” Babh added.

FARMINGTON ASSESSOR John Sailor
had similar concerns,
“1 thinX this is a lot of rhetoric. The big

concern Js equity. Depending on how it Is Im-
plemented, it could be o benefit to the af-
fluent,” Saltor sald,

Last year, Farmington Hills single-famlly
restdentlal assessments increased an aver-
age 9.4 percent. The clty’s overall increase,
Including commerctal and indusirial proper-
ty, hovered at about 6 pereent. Farmington
resldential assessments Increased an aver-
age 9.3 percent,

State treasurer Robert Bowman sald it's

d whether Lo 1) r

sulting
cap.

but in

home-  comes

Increase

nue.

¥ know it isn't entrapment, Everyone
in that bar is supposed to have ID on
them to get liquor. Let's do it. Let’s
cooperate with each other.’

- Robert Matley
tavern owner

owners for excess laxes due to inflated as-
sessments or 2) reduce local tax bills and
reimburse school districts for the lost reve-

Apparenily though, counties, cities, town.
ships and vlllages that recelve and operate
an property taxes wouldn't be reimbursed
for the lost revenue.

*“They (municipal unlts) rely on the prop-
crty tax the same as schools do,” Bahb said,

D

lanchard’s tax plan brings new questions

“Controlling assessments doesn't necessarlly
control tax rates.”

FARMINGTON PUBLIC Schools Superin.
1endent Michact Flanagan Is skeptical about
any plan to reimburse the distrlct for a re.

loss of revenue from the assessment

As an out-of-formula district, Farmtngton
is often glven reimbursements "on paper'

reality, the reimbursement never
because the district Is among those

that reccives more from local taxes than it
would from state aid.

For example, Farmington s supposed to

be reimbursed its Social Security costs. In

tiquor 1o patrons Is another matter.
“You can Jead the horse to water but
you can’t make them drink,” Matley
said about ensurlng compliance
from employces,

But former mayor Terry Sever,
who accompanled police on the lat-
est undercover operation, isn’t buy-
ing that argument. He suggested that
after servers take orders, they
should ask the patrons to produce
Patrons younger than

which 16 restaurants and bars and
two package liguor stores were tlck-
cted for selling alcchol to underage
police cadets.

Uniike the 1988 sweep, Matley
said, pollce this time did not take a
sample of the alcoholie beverage as
evidence and they dld not pay for the
drink. “They didn't prove to me she
wasn't a minor,” he sald.

POLICE CHIEF William Dwyer,
however, said some of the alcohollc
beverage served to the underage ca-
det at Marmaduke's was {aken as
evidence.

It's not unusuat if pollce did not

pay for the evidence. “It's not neces-
sary we pay for a sample when we
take it for evidence,” Dwyer sald.

Cadets working the undercover

ion do ot carry

10 avold any confusion over the
birthdate on a piece of identification
if the licensee Is ticketed, Dwyer
said.
Matley was among 34 licensces of
83 In the city to attend a Nov. 15 Op-
cration/Cooperation meeting with
police and city eofficials. The pro-
gram's stickers, posters and buttons
are featured In his restaurant.

But making sure atl of his 12 em-
ployees follow the rules for serving

$1.2 million budget hike

ours to pay, maybe as soon as next
car.”

Dollars for the recent change
come {from the district's cash
reserves, or fund cquity. Flanagan
warred of the Impending increases
during the past year, teling board
members that Social Security mon-
ey, formerly pald by the state of

[ e et

Mt

Michigan, would now be forced as an
expense an local districts. This year,
it Is being treated by recapture of
stateaid, .

Budgets are done each spring in
the district, and approved by the
schoal baurd in early June. They are
then amended as necded throughout
the year.
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" You've triod It all: tha disclpfine, tho lutors, the monliaring of homowork,
the scomingly endloss conlferencos with toachers and counsolors. But
nothing can get your family's spiris off iha ground fastor than the hopo
and holp you find at Sylvan Loatning Contors.

Syivan Learning Contors ara a group of private naighborhood educational
cenlors dosignod 1o holp your child do bottor In schoal, Wao tost In ordor 10
pinpoint the spegific areas in which your child roeds help. And we atitack
tho problam with an Individually designod program. Positive motivation,
friendty encouragoment, an oxporionce of auccess right from tho stad, ana
Individuatizod attention make all tha ditforence.
PROGRAMS: Reading « Math « Writing » Study Skills » Readiness
Svlvan * Algebra e College Prep « ACT/SAT Readiness

Learning
wxzmaa Center.

#1986 5ytvan Learning Corporation
Helping Kids Do Better

5755 W. Maple
{W. ot Osrchard Lake Rd.)
West Bloomfleld
737-2880

Monthly Allergy Tip‘j

If you never stop fighting the cold war,
it’s time to question if it's really a col

d
you are fighting! @

Coughy and chest congestion an: usyally
caused by respiratory infections.
But 1f symproms appear too

frequently or are difficult wo
contro), they may not be
cauwd by a cold or branchitis.
[t may be that allengies or
asthma are involved.

Why suffer time after time?
Find out if Indeed it is 20
allesgy or asthma that causes
you so much discomfert <o
often. See us. We may be

: ableto help!

: Michael 8. Rowe, M.D.

 Michael J. Hepner, M.D.

 both cestified by the Amurican Board T
{ oAlearsdinnuniess ~ " Phone (313) 473-844

§. ALLERGY AND ASTHMA CENTER
: &OF SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN, PC.
2

4230 Karim Divd. (10 Mile Road, Weat of Hagzerty) Sulte 130, Novl, Michigan V. 4

Receive first full set
of acrylic nails (reg. *45%)
AND first touch up {reg. *22%)
All for only

82500
this special is a first-time offer.

with this ad only
Call for an appointment

71

Lmlt one set per coupon

drapery boutiqye
w

FRIDAY & SATURDAY
AT THE WAREHOUSE
QUTIET OMLY
TRHE AN EXTRA..

SV,

The €veryday  db Price on
all-In-Stock Merchandise
“Doos not induda In-Stock Vortical Blinds, Ml & Bolt End Custom

21 won't be served. “This Is an em-
ployee-management problem, not a
city enforcement problem,” Sever
sald.

“IF YQU don't have ID, what do
you do with those two drinks?" Mat.
ley asked.

Taking a loss on the drinks is far
safer than being subject 1o fines in
the hundreds of dollars and perhaps
losing a liquor license, Sever said.

S§till, the former mayor was im-
pressed that Matley took the time to
publicly address the clty councH last
Monday on his concerns about the
undercover operations and the po-

clarification

reality,
lion in the reimbursements It doesn't get.

the district already has lost $1 mil-

“The net result is that we probably
wouldn't be reimbursed for this elther,”
Flanagan added.

tential for losing his tiquor llcense,

“Someone like him shows he's sen-
sitive to the issue and concerned. It
shows he cares,” Sever said,

The 18 licensces ticketed in the
December operatlon were sent let-
ters. “Thelr (Heensees) actions are
interpreted as a blatant disregard
for the Jaw,” the former mayor said.

Other than Matley's public com-
plaints, Sever sald he's received two
or three calls from other lieensees
ticketed In December. “They are
showing remorse. ‘Gee, we dldn't
mean todoit.” "
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A headline and a pullout quate ac-
companying a story Monday about
Farmington Hills' Employce of the
Year, Shirley Shottroff, had inaccu-
racles,

Shottroff Is secretary to public
services dircctor Tom Biaseli, whose
first name was wrong in the pullout
quote.
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« All Women's Dresses
+ Coats

« Sportswear

« Lingerie

» Children's Dept.

50% OFF
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Need a Dentist?

Let’s Get
Acquainted!

inltial exam, consultation, any
needed x-rays and an
explanation of your dental
insurance plan, Good for now
pationt appolntments mado
before January 31st, 1990 With this ad oniyl
botween 9:00 a.m. & 2:00 p.m, $70 VALUE
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