Downtown facelift
Farmington’s DDA continues revitalization program

By Casoy Hane
staf writer

Farmington's Downtown Develop-
ment Authority board plans te pay
speclal attention to bulldings that
oeed sprucing up, alding in the over-
all effort of the ongoing downtewn
revitalization program.

"1 think we should continue to be
concerned ahout design,"*

‘Maybe our role is to identify buildings,
and help the owner to make a decision
about what needs work.’

— Robert Deadman
DDA member

DDA member and Farminglon city
manager Robert Deadman  said.
""Maybe our role is to identify build-
ings, and help the owner to make a
decislon about what needs work."”

“We've got some frush aew shop-
ping centers on our berders,” he add-
¢d, referring to competing centers In
Farmington Hills und Livenia. “We
need to find out what's happening
with our bulldings.”

DDA president Marry Wingerter
satd he would consider forming a

Builder to plan aesthetics with DDA

“I'm at 2 polnt now where ! can work a lot of
things into thls,” Rlckard sald. “I like what you

standing subcommittee in February
1o study building design and renova-
tion

DDA exccutive director Wendy
Strip Sittsamer and city planner
Christopher Wzacny were also di-
to study about and report on
Design Michigan, an advisory pro-

REACTION TO the Design Michi-
Ran program was mixed. But discus-
sion about it brought out DDA mem-
bers concerns about the future of
downtown bulldings and how
changes could impact the city's im-

age.
The DDA was formed In 1986 to
begin a publicly financed, physical

analyzes a 's
and suggests a pan of
action for a fee,

By Casoy Hans
stati writer
D of & planned

um pmjcrcl plan to coordinate landscaping and
pedestrian lighting with the current Downtown

people have done. I'm very flexible on this.”
Other private downtown developers have been
able to receive faverable pricing on the same

of the area,
and to help preserve Its image as a
hometown community. Since pedes-

one covered parking space per unit, fireplaces
and other amenities.

HE FACE of Orchard Street — formerly a
row of residential houses — has changed durlng
the past year. This condominium development is

trian lighting, tree plantings and
new sldewalk installatlon, severa)
major private projects and renova-
tions have also occurred In the down-
town area,

Buildings like the one at the cor-
ner of Farmington Road and Grand
River, recently renovated, work
being donc on the former En-
terprise/Jerry's Bookstore bullding
on Farmlngton Road, and a group of
houses along Grand Plver being re-
novated for businesscs are just a few
examples of work, which has snow-
balled throughout the city's central
business district.

“There's some spotted Interest.”
said Strip Sittsamer. “So far, we've
been very lucky In seeing some qual-
ity jobs."

“The DDA is taking a specia) inter-
est in building design because of con-
cern that not all renovatlon projects
may turn out as well [n the future.
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Development Authority streetscape project.

The 18-unit, three-story building planned by the  exterior look with the DDA plan.

Rickard Group will be built behind the Downtown
Farmingten Center on Orchard Street, with occu-

pancy planned for next {all.

Developer Charles Rickard told the DDA board
Jan. 3 that he wanted to coordinate exterlor light-
ing and landscaping with the DDA's ongoing re-

juvenation project.

Greenery to highlight next phase of

By Cosoy Hans
statt writer

Softenlng cement areas by planiing grass
and trees, and upgrading the castern en-
trance to downtown Farmington, are
planned during the third phase of the Farm-
ington Downtown Development Authority's
streetscape project.

Especially targeted will be an area just
cast of Grove Street, where a long expanse

Orchard streets.

of building and sidewalk — along the old
Federal's building — has no greenery.

“We're trylng 1o maintain a ‘heavy walk
idea," especially along the north side of the
street, said city planner Christopher Wzac-
ny. who presented the canceptual plan at a
recent DDA meeting.

This phase was changed to target an arca
of Grand River from Grove Street east to
Mayf{air Street because of an upcoming sew-
or project.

lighting fixtures by ordering from the same ven-
dor us the DDA, allowing them to coordinate their

Construction on the development on the condo-
miniums Is expected to begin sometime In the
next two weeks, Rickard said, requiring the demo-
lition of two houses near the corner of Grove and

Rickard said seven people had already shown
an interest in the development, which will offer

Just a part of the change.

tear of the shopplng center.

Also, last week, the DDA board made an offer

a future

The city of Farmington swapped land with Eq.
uitable Management Co., which built new retail
space on a city parking lot at the corner of Or¢-
haed Street and Farmington Road,
ished several houses to develop parking along the

then demol-

use, yet ta be

It will complete Improvements to the
Grand River corridor. Bid specifications are
expected to be approved next month, with
work scheduled for this spring and summer.

PLANS CALL for planting smaller trees
with guards — slmilar to what has been in-
stalled to date In other arcas of downtown —

P lighting,
many large trees, and adding a green belt
wlth large trees along the side of the old
Federal's building.

to buy the remaining house on Orchard Street for

There, four feet of the 10-foot sldewalk
waould be removed closest to the road, and a
green bekt of grass planted In with groupings
of large trees whose branches would be
above the stores’ display windows,

Although DDA members ralsed concerns
about the green belt, citing possible prob-
lems with salt and snow In the wintertime
and heat In the summertime, Wzaeny sald he
recommended that as the best course of ac-
tion.
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Sprucing the sidewalk on the south side of Grand River, near
Grove Strect, is a target of Phase |1l of the Downtown Develop-
ment Authorily’s revitalization plan,

streetscape plan

"It's a problem area, but 1 hate to leave
things as they are over there,” he said. "It's
a tough area, no doubt about it. The othur
aliernative is to leave . I don't want 1o do
that.”

The four-foot green belt would serve as a
buffer against nearby Grand River traffi,
several DDA memnbers said. -

“If you get a row of trees, it's going to,.
give people a bit of protection — a row of |
safety.” said DDA member Frank Clappisor.

Novi officials upset with
ambulance response time

Fire officials n peighboring Novi
are focusing on what they say are
unacceptable response times from
Communlty Emergency Medlcal
Services, the ambulance company
owned by Farmington Hills-based
Botsfard General Hospital,

“We've told them, 'Here's what we.
want and here’s what we expect.”
We're making sure they meet their
commitment,” explalned Novi Fire
Chlef Arthur Lenaghan.

The department is monitoring
CEMS response times, which aver-
aged 7.53 minutes in Novi in 1989,

Novi uses guldelines established
by the Michigan Department of Pub-
lc Health, which require ambu-
lances with advanced llfe support
units to respend to calls within 10
minutes or less 90 percent of the
time.

On an average, 13 percent of all
responses exceeded 10 minutes be-
tween January and November, but
one month ranged as high as 21 per-
cent, according te CEMS records,

MEANWIILE, FARMINGTON
Hills fire officials say similar re-
spanse time problems with CEMS
from last year were rectified after
the company added a dedicated am-
bulance and medical team to the
city.

*1 know CEMS has problems in
other cummunities, but we don't
have any,” sald Hills Fire Chief
Richard Marinucci.

The Hills brought their coneerns
fo the forefront last March and
April, citing similar concerns with
response iimes and conflicts be-
tween personnel. Now, the CEMS
teams have become part of the solu-
tian, “They’re part of a team," Mar-
inucei sald, “We've even invited
them to our drills.”

But in Novi, “there’'s a deflnite
geographic problem," especially at
the city's north side, sald CEMS

“We knew there was a problem
and that we had an arduous time get-
ting up there. It's not totally fixed.
There are still speed bumps around
the lake (Walled Lake) and we're
still contending with those."

BEGINNING DEC. i, Novl fire-
fighters answering emergency calls
were asked to fill out reports on the
ambulance response tmes and
whether a basic unlt or an advanced
life support unit responded to the
call,

Beauchemln sald he was unaware
of the city’s concerns unthl a letter
was sent by the fire department last
{all, and articles began appearing In
the local newspaper. He sald a plan
of action to eliminate the problem
was devised between CEMS and
Novi offlclals and Is nearly complet-
ed.

As an additlonal help, CEMS plans
0

president Greg “That's
not anly this ambulance company,
but far the {Novi) police department
and (lre department.

& ized
dispatch system tn mld-1990, allow-
ing the company to moniter E-9-1-1
calls directly.

School district reviewing
its secondary programs

By Casey Hans
slaff writor

Farmington Public Schools is un-
dergolng an extensive review of lis
secondary programs, leading to pos-
sible wlde-ranging changes In the
distriet’s curriculum at the middle
schools and sealor highs.

* A commilttee Is worklng on gather-
ing Information from teachers, ad-
ministrators and the community.

“So far, there have been flve ma-
Jor areas which have surfaced” dur.
ing the Information-gathering pro-
cess, explalned assistant superin
tendent Judith White,

These included: scheduling options
with possible flex schedullng; a com-
prehensive curriculum program for
both middle school and high school
students; betler serving students at
risk; reviewlng the entire middle
school concepl; and reviewing high

school graduation requirements.
White stressed that doesn’t mean
thesc are the areas of focus; that will
be determined next year, But many
of the Issues ralsed by the school
board at its Jan. 8 meeting wereona
similar track. Parents were given a
chance to have helr say at a Jan, 11
Schoot/Community Fortm meeting.

“All the issues you identified were
the same issues teachers and ad-
minlstrators identified, That's good,”
committee member John Barrett,
language arts corrdinator for the
district, told the board,

BOARD MEMBERS placed on the
table a number of jssucs relating ci-
ther to middle school, high school or
both Jevels. Some were included in
the list noted by White; others were
new.

Here are some of the areas of con-
cern of varieus trustees: .

® Janlce Rolnick — varable °

schedutlng, forelgn language pro-
rams.

¢ Helen Prutow — students, at
risk, overall middle school program.

& Jack Cotton — the Issue of aca-
demic versus vocational classes.

& Jack Inch — Intreduce English
transtations of forclgn books In the
schools.

® James Abcrnethy — equal op-
portunities at all three high schools,
Including equal access to courses;

of the performing
arts; teview of role of departm
chalrs; transition from middle school
1o high schoot.

® Susan Rennels — closed high
school campus, overall review of
counsellng departments. |

White said the committce would
take comments from everyone be-
fore norrowing the focus for the
sludy.'v o
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C1AQ
CLEARANCE
$138-$188

] We are cleating out
entire stock of
those wonderful wool
knit Ciao dresses
you love! Fully lined,
hand-finished with
quality workmanship
throughout. Shown
from the collection,
raspberty or lilac
swing skirt dress K
with removable turtle /
neck. 618, $138. .
While Quantities Last.

. Jacobsons

1 "We welcome Jacobson's Charge and Amatican Expross?
Shap untd 8 pm, on Thutsday aed Friday. Until 8 pm. on Mond

ay. Tusadoy, Wadnesday and Soturd:
. ;o oy

:



