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Violinist adds oomph to Mendelssohn’s work:

By Avigdor Zaromp
speclal wrliee

In many concert programs the
center of gravity is concentrated In
one work, while other selectlons tend
‘1o became side dishes, appetizers or
desserts.

This format works wel) on most
occaslons, and successfut departures
from it are relatively rare. One such
departure occurred here last week
with the latest Detrolt Symphony Or-
chestra pregram at Orchestra Hall,

Crzech-born guest coriduclor Jiri
Belohlavek, whu Is in his carly 40s,
has an impressive list of achieve-
ments to his eredit. Among the latest
is his appointment as music director

of the prestigious Czech Philharmon-
u;. ole he is scheduled 1o assume
thi:

1 violinist was the Romanian-
tsrach violinist Sergiv Luca, who
played Mendelssohn’s eelebrated vi-
olin concerto in £ minar.

were some instances of flawed into-

nition — such as in the ascending

bussy's “La Mer"” are favorjte exam-
ples of orchestral tone painting by

octaves in the opening -
1hese were exceptions to the rule,
For the most part, Luca’s ap-
proach tended to enhance the sub-
stance of the phrases. Unforiunately,
the physical sirength of this sound

THE RICH international mixture
was reflecied in the selections as
well as the guest artists. In addition
to works by Mozart and Men-
defssohn, the program also featured
warks by Ravel and Debussy. The
only appetizer on the program was
Mozart’s overture, “La Clemenza di
Tito," which is seldom played.

Mendelssohn’s popular concerto is
oveasionally criticized for sounding
too agreeable to the ear, with no sig-
nificant sense of drama or conilict,
Those who hold this opinion tend to
blame Mendetssohn’s financial com-
fort for the seeming absence of
struggle in his music.
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wasn't always sufficient to penetrate
the orchestral barrier, in spite of Be-
Inhlavek's attempt 1o keep It low.

The line of communicaticn be-
tween soloist and orchestra would
nceasionally become fragile, result-
ing in some awkward tempo adjust-
ments. In spite of these shortcom-
ings, this performance was a wel-
come change from the predictability
of many adequate, but routine per-
formances.

If this concerto tends to sound
carefree and even sterile in some
performances, thea the fault lies
wilh the approach rather than with
Mendelssohn.

APPROACH  differed
al routine ones I have

the car during a casual listening.

His tone had a certain cdge that
elevated it from the teap of innocent
purity and sweelness, While there
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these impr
French masters.

Often, the effect of this music is
similar to that of the average palnt-
ing In a museum — it beauty s ac-
knowledged, but Its impact is lost
among the hundreds of other paint-
ings that one walks by.

It takes a conductor whe Is inti-
mately famlllar with the subtle or-
chesiral nuances and who knows how
to use vast orchestral resources ef-

fectlvely to explore the lnner trea-
sures of this musie. Befohlavek has
this gift, Under his leadershlp, the
movements of this music turned into
enchanting voyages with lasting im-
pact.,

The concept of a balanced meal is
100 often associated with substantlal
compromise in taste. This program
was a rare example of a balanced
musical menu that was satis{ying
and fulfilling, We nced more pro-
grams of this kind.

Varani giving concert

Pianist Flavie Varani, artist-in.
residence at Qakland  University,
will give a concert at 7 p.m. Sunday,
Jan. 28, at The Community Center,
24705 Farmington Road, Farming-
ton Hitls.

His program of works by Haydn,
Chopin, Faure and Villa-Lobos is
part of The Center's fund-raising ef-
fort to purchase a grand piano.
Varani has recently returned from a
concert tour of Naly, France, Ger-
many and Spain.

He regularly performs at the

Meadow Brook Music Festival as a
soloist with the Detrojt Symphony
Orchestra and is a popular soloist
and chamber musician in Michigan
as well as the United States and
abroad.

He has performed at Carnegie
Hall, and has received many awards,
among them ones from the Art Crit-
ics Associatlon of Brazil and Michi-
gan Foundation for the Arts.

For ticket Information, call The
Communlty Center, 477-8404.
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BREATHTAKING VIEW - all rooms overlook lake. Designed
by Carl Luckenbach, this exquisite home blends with natre
in a professionally landscaped seting. Eighty-five feet of
skylights, soaring ceilings highlight this stunning ranch with
decks and lower level walkout. Premium location.
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thousands of miles
away urgently needs
your love and
concermn, Without
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most certilnly fuces
hunger, flliteracy or
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FRANKUIN VILLAGE - Charm, plus lo-
cation. A true “Doll House™ in Immac-
utate condition. Formal dining room,
cozy family room with bookshelves
and brick fireplace. Raraly doos a
house 1his nice becoma avabable.
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LIVONIA - Super brick 3 bedroom
ranch with master bath, fireptace and

fioor laundry, full high basement, 2 car
attached garoge.
$137,000. 6420703

celling in Grea! Room, 1st

Groat  location.

MILFORD - Impressive homa on ap-
proximately 2 acres. Country sotling,
3 bedrooms, 3 full baths, maln floor
laundry, fireplace In family room,
deck. Close to downtown Miltord and
close to schools. $144,800, 553-8700
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of the world's oldest

und most respected
child eare
urganlzations, you
can help provide
cducation,
nourishing food,
medienl attentlon or
whatever a child
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condaminFums. As he putsit, “Robertson Brothers
has 1lie hest reputation around, so when | lexened
they were Duilding in Bloomticld Hills 1 went o
see what their reputation was built on”

Rick he wis sald when he saw the pro-
Teastonalism of the company and the quality of
building. “loeation played a big part in my

Young catrepreneurs,
well as money.
i

g 2 country club in his bacl
casy far him w enjoy his leisure without wisting
time with a lung drive. According to him,
*Robertson Biotherss has sure proved its mettde”
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needs most. You can
give that child a real
chanee for a
healthter, happler
future.

To And out how you
can join with
thausands of other
Christian Children's
Fund spansors tn
helptng defeat
poverty one child at
i time, Just cull our
toll-free num ber,
Without any
obligatton, you'll
recelve complete
tnformation on aur
aponsorship
progrmms, Please do
it now—there's o
hungry, poar child
who nceds your love
so much,

Christian
Children's
Fund, Inc.

1-800-776-6787

WEST BLOOMFIELD - Sharp up-
dated ranch surrounded by troes.
Aear boardored by smali brook. Two-
way tireplace in large living room and
tormal dining room. Second fireplace
in charming family room with French
Door to privato patlo. If you want a
nico home, this Is Il 553-8700

1 ?
LIVONIA - Four bedroom, 2% bath
Calonlal with neutral decor, fialdstone
ficoplace In famlly room, rec. room,
sauno, fenced yard, malntenanco froe
oxtarlor, altached garage. $154,800,
642-0703

THOMPSON-BROWN ¢

oEALION

FARMINGTON HILLS
553-8700

WEST BLOOMFIELD - Brand Naw 2
story Contemporary on large treod
Iot. Doorwalls to wood dock from
Great Room and Forma! Dining
RAoom, Large walk-In pantry, 1st floor
laundry. Waest Bloomlield Schoots.
$198,900 642-0703

WEST BLOOMFIELD - MAPLE
PLACE WOODS CONDOS. Ona story
uppar boasts 3 bedrooms, 2 baths,
altached garoge, laundry off kitchen,
and basement, Sharp. The most for
your money in West Bloom(ield, Loca-~
tion! Locatlon] $134,800. §53-8700

GOLF COURSE, Three bedroom, 1%
bath ranch, family room with cusiom
wot bar, New landscaping and lawn, 2
car altached garago. Must be seonl
$127,500. 553.8700

BIAMINGHAM/BLOOMFIELD'
642-0703

FARMINGTON HILLS - Spacious In
aver 3,300 sq. ft. of wsll-planned
home. Ovor-size garage, full base-
ment, undorground sprinkiers, central
alr. $218,900. 642-0703

LIVONIA -
261-5080 .
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