Mom pushes for stiffer

drunk driving penalties

By Joanno Maliszowskt
stall writer

Rita Kaplan can’l bri ack her
20-year-old son. But s working
hard so other mothers' sons aren't
whisked away by inpatred or drunk
drivers.

“'This is ot acceptable behavior.
We cannat keep killing off people,”
the Farmington Hills resident said.

Too often, Kaplan suid, drunk
drivers literally get away with mur-
der. Her goal Is to stop that with
stifter penalties proposed in a bill in-
trodeced in June by state Rep. Mi-
chael Nye, R-lHillsdale.

The best example of what she
would Jike to see happen in Michigan
100k place in an Ontario courtroom
last year,

Kaplan's son, Michacl, and Eliza-
beth Wood, 18, were killed on High-
way 101 in Ontario March 5 while on
1helr way with another friend to To-
ronta A 27-year-old man was con-
vicled tn the deaths,

Michael Kaplan, a former Farm-
ingtos Hills Harrison High student
and Bloomficld Hills Cranbrook
graduate, was living in Ann Arbar at
the time of his death, He was taklng
off his junior year at Harvard to find
out if psychelogy was the direction
he woald tuke with his Jife.

Ontario  District  Court Judge
James Clarke sentenced the 27.year-
old driver to two concurrent terms
of 30 months far impaired driving in
cach ceath, plus a consecutive six-
month term for leaving the scene of
the acdident.

MORE IMPORTANTLY, Kaplan
said, Judge Clarke prohibited the
convicled driver, a first offender,
{rom driving a vehicle for 10 years
after he's completed hls sentence.

“Sorrcthing simitar may be on the
books tere. But they just don't do it,”
Kauplansaid.

In Michigan, judges may sentence
a driver to a maximum 24 months in
prison for negligent homicide and a
maximum 15 years for man-
slaughter. Though a license may be
suspended according to the offense,
It rarely is 10 the maximum allowed
by law, said Mothers Against Drunk
Drving  Oakland Counly branch

. president Greg Bien.

“1 you go back cight years in Oak-
land County, I dun‘t think they were
Jjailing anyone for killing someone.
Now we see people going to jall tor
pegligent  Bomicide  and  man-
slaughter,” Bien said,

Michael Kaplan
crash victim

Oakland County Circuit Court

Judge Edward  Sosnick  believes
Michigan has stiff peraltics but in-
creased enforcement is needed along
with increased education and al-
cohelisin centers,

A MADD Oakland County branch
member, Kaplan supports Nye's pro-
posed increased penalties.

“If penalties are more severe, it's
guUing 10 cause people to glve more
thought to driving under the influ-
ence of aleohel.” she sald.

NYE'S BILL provides for tougher
penalties when death er tnjury occur
as a result of drunk or Impaired
driving:

® death: a maximum penalty of
imprisonment up to 15 years in pris-
on and $10,000 fine and a mandatory
l{ll}k'ocﬂ”ﬂﬂ of driver's license for

ife.

® serious injury: maximnum pen-
alty of five years in prison and
$2,000 fine and mandatory revoca-
tion of driver's license for life.

® minor injury: maximum 1 year
in prison and $1,000 fine and revoca-
tien of driver’s license for one year.

The bill alse features lower than
the current 0.10 pereent blood aleo-
hot level for operating under the In-
fluence of Yiquer (QUIL) and opera-
ting while impaired (OWI). A license
would be suspended if second and

‘The problem with
penalties today is that
right now it (drunk
driving) is not a big
deal. We need to make
it a big deal.’

— Rita Kaplan

third convictions occur within 19
years and maximum license suspen-
sion would be incrcased to 24
months. according to the bill.

TILE BILL also addresses minors
driving drunk and suspending li-
censes if drivers meet the lower
blood aleohol level at the time of ar-
Test.

Kaplan said she's looking for pre-
ventive rather than punltive penal-
tivs, “Yes, it (driving a vehicle while
drunk) is assault with a deadly weap-
on. But nuthing ls going 10 bring my
sun back or anyone else’s,” she said,
“The prablem with penalties today Is
that right now it (drunk driving) Is
not a big deal. We need to make it a
big deal.”

Martin Krohner, Wayne County
assistant prosecutor and MADD-
Qakland County legislative commit-
tee member, believes stiffer penal-
ties are needed, not just on the
books, but in practice. Stili, he be.
Yleves there's one big difference.

“People are different here. They
are not as afraid of the consequenc-
es,” the Farmington Hills resident
sng.

Kaplan agrees with that assess-
ment, What surprised Kaplan was
the reaction of courtroom watchers
and authorities invelved In the acci-
dent investigation jn Ontarlo,

*In the courtroom where we were,
there was a lesser tolerance. There
was a real anger about this acci-
dent,” Kaplan said,

Now the Post Office is as close
as your phone. The Postal Service
offers customers the convenience
of ordering stamps hy phone.

Operators are on duty to take or-
ders seven days a week, 24 hours a
day. Stamps will be delivered with-
in three to five business da,

Call the toll-Iree numl

Dial up those stamps

STAMP-24 and 1-800-STAMPS-2 10
place an order and pay by VISA or
MasterCard. There is a $3 credit.
card handling fec.

Stamps in all denominations, in
sheets and booklets are avallable
as wel) as other products such as
envelopes, postal cards and rells of

stamps,

BUY ONE PAIR. GET ONE FREE.
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Getting a
thorough, professional
eye exam is a good
idea. And getting one
rightnow is an even
better idea. Because
now is the time to
bring your prescrip-
tionto Pearle for our
great "Buy One Pair,

YOUR EYES

EXAMINED,
BECAUSE

PEARLE I8
OFFERING

GetOne Free” offer.

eyes examined.

Just clip the coupon below and
bring it into any participating Pearle loca-
tion, If you don't think this looks like a
great deal, you really should have your

\
FREE GLASSE_S;_L . m\

%J

I Buy a complete pair of glasses at regular price

and get a second pair (same prescription) I
{ree, from our speclally tagged collection. I Z‘ﬁ
Offer includes most singla vision and bifocal prescriptions. Some
Ieng'vlt.:‘shlchons apply. \gluhd through March 1t, 1930 a\ ail par- ==
ticipating Peatlo locations. Minimum fiest par purchase S75. I
Prograssives, lints and coatings availabte at additional charge

: d pair. Complete glasses includa frames and lenses.
; ocr;‘s]pnggnm&::lgu pruspamocgi at time of order. No other discounts I N =
5 oy apply. Get your lroo glasses at: -
e « PEARLE VISION CENTER | ———re
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ROSEVILLE LIVONIA MADISON HTS. BIRMINGHAM
2az§?s,a|iot 34501 Plymouth Rd. 28411 Dequindre 879 Hunter
7792190 425-2400 5458727 644-4440
ROCHESTER STERLING HTS. ALLEN PARK SOUTHFIELD GARDEN CITY
1240 Rochester Rd. 37884 Van Dyke 14595 Southfietd 29629 Southfield 29316 Ford Rd,
979-2550 3682:5100 §59-8520 261-6869
CANTON Y, BLOOMFIELD BELLEVILLE WARREN DEARBORN
44750 Ford Road 6510 Orchard Lake Rd, 2085 Rawsonville 29148 Van Dyke 23050 Michigan Ave.
455-3190 851-4404 7514430 274-8815
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24-Hour Health Care Answers

When it comes toour health, most
of us coull use more pfurmation.
Now, thanks to Mereey Hospitals,
theees L COnVenBE way to gt it

From Ask-A-Nurse.

Ask-A-Nurse isa protessional health
care iformation and referead service
statted by rewsstered nueses, It6
contidential, tree of charge and
avarlable 24 hours o dave I addioon
s answering health care

yuestions, Ask-A-Nurse will make
duetor referrals, £l you in on
health care proprams — even asess
symptams and help you decide
what to duabout them.

Sonow v know, When you has e
health cire questions, Meres
Hospitals have the answer:
Ask-A-Nunse.

1-800-52-MERCY

Catherine MceAuley Health Center - Ann Arbor © Merey Hospital - Port Huron
o Mount Carmel Merey Hospital & Samaritan Health Center - Detroit
* 81, Joseph Merey Hospital - Pontiac
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isville Sample Sale

During the past year we have accumulated many
Thomasville sofas & chairs, leather sectionals &
chairs, grandfather clocks, library walls, sleepers, etc.

To make room for new furniture we are
putting all of these items on
Sale at 50% OFF

644-1070 Oakland County |
591-0900 Wayne County |
852-3222 Rochester/ Avon
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THOMASVILLE cherry ced leather wing
back arm chair 1 onhy Lt 52355
NOW sn7a.

THOMASVILLE men’s contemporary club
chaie 1 unly List $1320 NOW $660.
» THOMASVILLE Prestige 11 chaw., 1 oaly

List $430 NOW $98.
THOMASVILLE comel-bach ilated arm
aald 1 only List $2365 NOW $1133.
THOMASVILLE companion chair
T only Lint $945 NOW $473,
THOMASVILLE imported black painted
onentat desk 1 only List $1990.
NOW $1294.
THOMASVILLE brass wide chae, 1 only.
¥ Lul S665 NOW $132.
<. THOMASVILLE while whp chaies.
2 onh L1 $1005. ca. NOW $498. ea,
THOMASVILLE while Jeather 3 pc.
cuned sectional, big enough 10 seat an
entize lamity! 1 only. List $11925.
NOW $§5963.
THOMASVILLE 1eal ladies chair § only.
Ler $1015. NOW $518.

]

THOMASVILLE plaid camel-back sofa, |-
1 only List $1665. NOW $833.
THOMASVILLE pink dadics chair.

1 anly. List $1080. NOW $540.
THOMASVILLE camel-back lame stitch
chippendale sofa. 1 only. tist $2070.
NOW $1035,

THOMASVILLE sofa bed. 1 only.

List $1785. NOW $893.

THOMASVILLE 4 pc. top grade leather
sectional. | only. List $13.430.

NOW $5715,

THOMASVILLE shaher cherry doot
cabinet. 1 only. List 5690. NOW $345,
THOMASVILLE taupe deep tufied Ieather N
chair and oftoman. 1 only. List $2432.

NOW $1216.
THOMASVILLE blue lame stich french 3
o hair. 1 ool ASSORTED luggage racks. & to sell List "
style w‘:rslp‘{)t air. 1 only. List $1025. 68, va. NOW 8§14, ca. N

GRANDFATHER clocks by Howard Miller,

THOMASVILLE ¢! 3
OMASVILLE swivel club chairy A magnilicent seletion ALL 372 OFE

only List $990. ea. NOW $495, ea.
THOMASVILLE 9 pe. puckled pine hibrary
wall which includes an eatertainment
center §only Lt $12,295 NOW $5648.

Htems Subject to
Prior Sale -
Sorry No
layaways

74

Lbloomfield hills furniture

® Visa, MasterCard Accepted ¢ 4080 Telegraph Rd.
Corner of Long Lake Rd. « Bloomficld Hills, Michigan  540-4520

Monday « Friday 10 a.m. — 9 p.m. * Saturday 10 a.m. — 6 p.m., ® Sundsy 11 a.m. - 5 p.m. l




