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“all about color

Helen Diane
Vincent

Q. For & number of years I've
beea enjoylng country style-furni-
‘ture usieg Laura Askley fabrles for
}mlh my dinlog and living room. Al-
though 1 stitl appreclate how well
Ihe whole thing Is put together, I'm
ooking- to make a gradual change
nto something simpler and more
gontemporary. At present, the wall.
Paper 3 1n 2 pale gold and white
trlpe; the chintz upholstery and dra-

ry used a coral and green floral
motif. There's a pastel culored dhur-
rle an the flogr, many decorative ac-
cessorles, and & lot of fringe and ruf-
fles. What else can I do ta achieve

y goal,.other thon remove the
}3ccssn.’"wllhoul redolng the two
jooms completely?
£

l'I,‘fl\. One of the secrets to the coun-
&ry look in general and the Laura
AShley look iIn particular s (o
pchlcve afiumble elegance by juxta-
posing various elements without any
btic standing out. This is done by us-
1g a varlety of themes and motlfs
ed on-some strong underlying
scale or proportion as well as very
alghtforsard ., color  harmonles,
fost often; the calor harmionles con-
sist of one color on a white graund,
L two, or.three tones of simllar col-
obs used in comblnation. And, as
you've polnted out, the look nlso re-
lies on accessories and detatling such
as {rings, bows, and rufftes.
- You can gradunﬂy shtit to a clean-
er, more contemporary look by using
some of the Ingredtents already in
your posscssion.” A gt starting
palnt s your pale gold and white
wallpaper. Replace your coral and
green iloral chintz with a pale apri-
cot and white, geometrle pattern in
an unglazed chintz or ether type of
fabric. Continue with the same
theme by adding a pale green and
white for the dinlng room chairs or
other pieces. When seen In comblna-
tlon, these soft colors will fuse and
give the Impression of a colorful
neutral surrounding. The style of
your new stlpcovers should
tallored, and all frings and bows are
to be removed. Use & solld pale
Rreen or gold color fabric for the
drapery, or for the pull-up Reman
shades at the windows.
- You can also explore the color
principle of assimilation by using the
same gold, apricot and green with

anl"cé yours country style

grey instead of whlie. Because grey
Is Influcriced by Its nearest color, It
will Jook quite dlfferent in cach com-
binatlon. In this way you will be add-
ing an additional subtlety, contribut-
ing to the idea of a colorful neutral.
Your dhourrie will fit in very well
wlth this approach.

Q. We're both in our early 20s,
abaut to gel married, and have the
problem of combining two distinctly
differcat furnlture styles and color
prefcrences into one apartment, My
boyfriend's furnishings are very ba.
ske, functional pleces. For example,
his favorite chalr 1s a brown leather
recliner that he definitely wants to
keep. On the other hand, my furni-
ture is mostly white wicker, with
plnk and gold chiniz for the uphol-
stery as well as the coerdinated dra-
pery. How can we combine the two
styles and have It look good?

A. Desplte all the advice you may
have heard about mixing and match-
ing furntture styles, I don't think it's
possible In your case. My recommen-
datlon would be to reserve the white
wicker and pastel colors for the bed-
room, then use the functional pieces
in the living and dining alcove. Add a
solt lerra colta color in two tones for
the living room walls, This will so'!E

‘Northern Exposure’ a promising debut

“Nerthern Exposure” by Anst
duMais McCormick (234 pp,, St.
Martin's Press, $16.95).

S THIS flrst novel by Grosse
Polnte Farms writer
McCormlck begins, Dianna

Jarrett, a 30-ish San Fran-
clsco photographer {and  former
painter), has just divorced her sec-
ond husband, David: “The truth was
she didn't love Davld. She still loved
her first husband, Alan Forbes.”

Not only does the newly-divorced
Dianna stlll love her dastardy first
husband, she intends to leave San
Franclsco, travel to Boston where
the unsuspecting Alan lives, scck
blm aut, and win him back.

Two slight complications: (1) Alan
Is married (2) His wife is Dianna's
best friend, Emily.

Hmmm.

NG MATTER. DIANNA gets into
her car and heads out, simply {ollow-
ing the road before her, something
like Dorothy In “The Wlzard of Qz.”
(A palr of red shoes flgures promi-
nently here, (00.) Alang the way, she
encounters bad weather, bad food, a
bad guy, and car trouble, Also, along
the way, she pleks up a high-spirlted
hitehhlker named Liz, who dresses
ilke a scarccrow and Is also headed
for the “red brick city” of Boston,

Together, the two women arrive
at their shared destination on a rain-
soaked day — and find plenty of sur-
prises waiting.

This Is a lively, eniertaining, voy-
age-of-self-discovery novel that
moves along at a nice, swift pace
from its arresting start to lts rather
2any concluston. But te McCormick's
credit, its touching scencs {especlal-

1icn the look, esp:

you add accessorles in seafoam
green or jade to relleve some of the
sameness of the warm neutrals. As
you grow up together In your mar-
rlage, you will find your tastes natu-
rally modify, Just let it happen natu-
rally, and don't force amy lssucs
centering around color or style pref-
erences.

Helen Diane Vincent will be a
puest on the WJIR (760 AM) radio
talk show, Mid-Day Magazine,
hosted by Warren Pierce, at 2:40
p.m, Friday. Aside from a gener-
al discussion on color psychology,
her topics will include highlights
JSrom her forthcoming classes on
color and self-development to be
conducted under auspices of the
Bloomfield Hills Schools Recre-
ation-Community Schools begin-
ning Wednesday, Jan. 30. For
more infornation, call 433-0885.

1y of the troubled Emily's
childhood), humor, and life-like char-
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acters make it much more than Just

a page-turner,

Thls Is not to say that “Northern
Exposure” Is perfect. First, it's nev-
er quite believable that MeCor-
mick’s lead character -- short on re-
solve as she is (A change in weather
could change her mood, a change tn
her mood could alter her plans”) —
weuld really drive 3,000 miles, over-
coming numerous kazards along the
way, so that she can find and win
back a man she’s heard not a single
encaouraging word from in more than
adecade,

SECONDLY, A PIVOTAL charac-
ter, Leo Chauvin, Is rather confusing,
leaving a reader to wonder just how
he's supposed to be viewed. Appar-
ently, judglng from the conclusion of
“Northern Exposure,” he’s meant 10
be an appenling type. At the same
time, however, Chauvin, a poet and
old {riend of Dianna’s, displays an
annoying tendency toward a kind of
smug sermonizing, proclaiming to
Dianna, en more than occaslon, just
who she is, along with what, where,
when, how, and why, ete., ete. Per-
haps Dianna could have figured
some of this out without the help of
such an all-knowlng male.

Nevertheless, “Northern  Expo-
sure,” a book about human relation-
ships, loss, taking risks, and surviv-
ing the past, marks a promising de-
but for this Michigan author.
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Developed by Forest Hills Association

BRIGHTON OONDOMINIUMS' BRIGHI‘ON CONDOMINIUMS!

When you
contemplate moving,
you look for the
perfect place.
Chances are, you'll
find everything
you're looking for at
Forest Hills of
Bﬂghton

CLASSIC Grorgetown colunial in West
Hloomfietd. Four bedeooms, 33 baths,
hardwood floors, multi-level decking,
and GORGEOUS spiral staircase. Come
see for yourself! $264.0K0  (CW$42)
557-6700

MARKETED 8Y BING QUITALIB

GRAND @FENHN@

MODEL OPEN DAILY 1-to 5 I’M

{CLOSED FRIDAYS)
PorcsL!lllIs of Bri |lon isa

luxury complex of iw cc and
four nnlt hulldlngs wmu all the
features you're sure Lo wants
Private front entrance, Spaclous
rooms with studio ceflings and
wn!l to-wall carp ting, The well
esigned Kitchens have custom

OUK LUXURY HOMES FEATURE
sLakevicw Settings +Approx. 1155 sq, ft. Spacious
*Wooded Ravines Contemporary Foor Plans
Natural B'i’vﬂtg Balcony
sNatura cau +Alr Conditioni)
' «Excellent access 10 US-23 & 196 saog nont o
- Al City Utllities .gapeting
. Brighton Schaols oy Malntenance Fees
; ey poan Smﬁg *In Brighton City Lirlts
3 *No Outside Malntencance °*WValkout Bas¢ments
sUnderground Sprinkling System :r:::ﬁ::::‘::;:::“apmﬂ
Ranches and Townhouses starting at 89,900

5% DOWN FINANCING AVAILABLE
. 49 UNITS

I

.+ Now. Under

FARMINGTON MILLS, Heated indoor
gunite pool is just enc uf the many fabu-
fous fearees in this 4 bedroom colonial.
Famity room, ficeplace, 3% baths, )i
brary and finished walk-qut husearens.
$135.000 (1253) HS1-4400
MARKETED BY GEORGE & BETTY

unit in Ch.\nnclctr with theee full baths,
| finished tower tevel with additional bed-
roum/office, wet bar, $195,000 (C293)

5576700

TRULY A FIND! Three bedroom

Southficld ranch with 2 haths, Ledgerock
fueplau in living roum and brick fire
place in family foom. Finished garage
with closets and  cabinens. $LOH300
(5207) 5526700

ELEGANT TOWNHOUSE with foft and
sauna, Souihficld condo with 2% bachs,
central air, attached garage, vaulted ceil-
ings. Bedeoam on lower leved has o fire-
place. 1 year assumable land contract,
94900 (E291) 3576700

RETED BY DORA RIBIAT

BEVERLY (111! Shaep brick ranch,
freshly decorated in neutrals, Lovely prie
sate treed ot in peestigiouns West Beveely,
$179.000 (W189) 647-6400
MARKETED BY ANNE HERSHEY

¢, Construction

z lmmediate Take 198 10 Grand River {exit 143). Latt on

. Occupancy! _ g.""l:“‘s'!'.%‘ﬁ‘""\"«‘T.”.:':ﬁ";,‘.“&',k""’"‘
!

Ask for DAN LEABU Il

7600 Grand River, Brighton

e OFFICE: ) MODEL: (2 to 5 pm)
(313 229-7838 (313 229.3375
(313) 227-9223

EVENING RESIDENCE:'

547-2000

SOUTHFIELD/LATHRUP

$57-G700

MARRKETED BY RAYMOND CRAWFORD

'BIRMINGHAM ROYAL OAK
647-6400

BLOOMFIELD'S
644-6788

ROCHESTER °
651-4100

T BLOOMF1
851-4400

TROY W
6-1-1660
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