Lubavitch focuses on trad

By Jomos Radobaugh
stalf writer

What Is Lubavitch?

One answer ts that It's a Jewish
organization arguing with West
Bloomiield officials over zoning
laws and constructlon plans for a
campus/retreat on Jand Lubavitch
owns in the township.

Anather answer is that Lubavitch
is a worldwlde outrcach movement
that promotes Jewish educatlon and
the traditional observance of Juda-
ism.

The name, pronounced lu-BA-
vitch, Is the same as that of the
small town in White Russia where
the movement originated 200 years
ago, according to Rabbi Yitschak
Kagan, of the organization’s center
in Farmirgton Hills.

It transtates as something like city
of brotherly love, according to Ka-
gan, who says the name befits the or-
ganization’s mission.

“We helieve everything is divine
providence. Nothing happeas by ac.
cidem,” Kagan sald,

LOCAL ATTENTION from out-
side the Jewish community focused
on Lubavitch in December when Ka-
gan and other movement leaders
from the Farmington Hills Ceater
pratested a proposed zoning change
in West Bloomfield that they said
would prevent them {rom building a
rabbinical college and retreat adja-
cent to the Jewish Community Cen-
ter on Drake Road.

Ttules regarding how the 40-acre
site can be developed are being re-
viewed by the township, and some
officials have expressed oppositien
to the retreat, saying it doesn’t fit
into their plans for the community's
development.  Lubaviteh members
say they are determined to build the
retreat.

Lubavitch has its roots in the mod-
ern Hasidic movement that swept

Group won’t back down
on plans to build school

By Jamaa Radebaugh
stall writer

The Lubavitch Foundation of
Farminglon Hills will not give up its
fight to build a rabbinical college
and retreat in West Bloomfield, a
spokesman said.

Spokestnan Ber) Falbaum said the
faundation will pursue aM its options
1o carry its plans forward, following
aJan. 23 vole by West Bloomficld's
plunning commission, The commis-
sion voled to approve a change in
zoning law that Lubavitch says is in-
tended to bluck the development.

“We're not surprised by the vote,”
Falbaum said. “We're disappointed,
but we're committed to ihis project.
We're reviewing all our options, le-
Kal and otherwise.™

THE ZONING ordinance amend-
ment, if epacted by the township
board, would bar college and univer-
sity from

mum size of a site propesed for a
campus from 40 acres 1o 20 ucres
and increases the required distances
between  buildings and  property
lines.

SINCE THERE are no business-
zoned areas in the township large
enough to accommodate a 20-acre
campus, the amendment would, in
effect, ltmit such developments to
the office park districts along Hag-
gerty Road.

Lubaviteh officlals contend that
the amendment, which the commis-
sion approved 80, s meant 1o pre-
vent them from eventually building
on a 40-acre parcel of land ncar
Maple and Drake that is currently
zoned for resldentlal development.

Lubavitch owns the property but
has not yet presented the township
with any fermal building plans.

“We do believe they've targeted
the projeet . . . as to motivation, we
don’t late on that,” Falbaum

zoned areas, where they are current-
Iy permitted with special approval,
and allow them, when specially ap-
proved, in certain business ang off-
tce park zones.

The amendment reduces the mint-

sald.
Township offlcials say the pro-

poscd change is not directed specifi-

cally at Lubavitch.
THE TOWNSHIP board will vote

on enacting the change sometime in
February, according to trusiee Gor-
don Allardyce. the board’s represent-
ative on the planning cominission.

Even if the change is approved,
Lubaviteh could request that its
property be rezoned for business de-
velopment and then seek special ap-
proval to build the campus.

While such a move would depend
on the cooperation of the town
board, whick would have to approve
both the zoning change and the spe-
cia) use, Lubaviteh would still need
special approval irom the board to
build a campus under current taw.

TIIE PLANNING commission, in
the same motion that approved the
proposed amendment, dirccied a
subcommittee 10 study ways 1o es-
1ablish a spectal zone that would ac-
commoadate college campuses.

Such a zone would address con-
cerns that unwanted development
cauld be forced on the township if
property Is redesignated as a busi-
ness zone in anticipation of a campus
being allowed as a speelal use.

Ofticials fear that if the campus
weren‘t built, an business

through Jewish  communi in
fastern Europe more than 200 years
Kagan describes Rabbt Israe)
Haal Schem Tov, founder of the 18th-
century Hasidie sect, as a populist
who spread Jewish teachings to the
unedueated.

Today, Lubavitchers, as they call
thewnselves, carry on the task, teach-
g and encouraging traditional Ju-
daism throughout the world. Much of
what they do is conventional charita-
ble work, such as caring for prison
inmates and drug addicts, Kagan
said,
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LUBAVITCH RECEIVES finan-
vial support in varying amounts
{rom 15,000-20,000 families in Mich-
igan and has about 250,000 active
adherems worldwide, according Ka-
gan.

The organization is based in
Drooklyn, New York. dts leader is
known as the flebbe, a position that
transfers loosely along family lines.
The current Hebbe, Rabbi Mena-
chem Schneerson, tovk the position
in 1950 and is described in a book
published by the Lubavitehers as the
“inspiration and driving force behind

tions of Judaism

the success of Lubavitch today."

Kagan's reverence for the Rabbi
Schnecrson was apparent as he
talked about him, describing the
Rebhe as the pre-eminent and most
prolific Jewish scholar alive, a man
who sleeps little so he can work
more.

“In the Jewish world there's no
one who cven comes close to the
Rebbe,” he said.

While Lubavitchers teach a strict
interpretation of the religion, they
also tend to be politically conserva-
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Now s the time to warmup vour
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of warm, all wool, oriental rugs
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STYLES TO CHOOSE FROM

li's our Grand Opening and we're offering you
grand savings on brand new 1990 wallcovering
styles, patterns and colors. Each of our three new
Credtive Decorating Centers is offering discounts
of 15% 1o 69% on these stylish wallcoverings.
And you won't find a larger selection or greater
values anywhere,

50,000° ROLLS OF
IN-STOCK WALL COVERINGS
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