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Dimmers and dary like r d and track fix-
lures can enh handelier itlumination, maintains Nancy L.
Burns, an interior designer and lighling specialist.
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Lighting ‘makes or breaks’ space

8y Doug Funke
stoll writer

AW too many homeawners fail 1o put their hous.
s, furniture and works of art in the best possible
light due to inadequate lighting sysiems.

“That's what some interior designers and retallers
of fixtures in the lighting industry say.

“Lighting is just a way to make your home com-
fortable,” said Nancy L. Burns, manager of the
lighting lab program for Lightolear, a fixture man-
ufacturer headquartered in New Jersey.

“The biggest mistake is people use one fixture to
lght an entire room,"” Burns satd. “The end result Is
the room is flat, visually dull and appears smaller
rather than spacious. Lighting can certainly en.
hance the space,”

Recessed and track lighting systems now can be
angted and adjusicd in intensity with dimmers to
create a variety of effects. Halogen bulbs, becom-
ing increasingly popular, produce a whiter light
than incandescent bulbs,

BURNS, AN interior designer who has won na.
tjona) awards for her work with lighting, was ir
Birmingham Jast week to host an open house at
Michigan Chandelier on Telegraph at Maple. The
store has the only lighting demonstration room in
the area,

"My career staried en a sentence I still believe in
— lighting can make or break your space,” Burns
said.

Gone are the days some 30 years age when all
lighting fixtures in a new starter home could be had
for $10.95, said Herb Arndt, manager at Michigan
Chandelier.

Now, we're 1alking about chandeliers, irack
lighting, recessed lighting, dimmers and halogen
bulbs separately and in combination,

Chandeliers can cost thousands of dollars. Re-
cessed and track Jightlng fixtures can average $100
apiece. The trick is to maximize choice — and am-
biance — without spending a fortune.

"SOMETHING MOST people can do is add a
dimmer. Immediately. it gives you flexibility for
quict when you're with that special person or more
light when playing cards with the kids,” Buras said.

“A place I like to use a dimmer Is in the bath-
room. When that alarm goes off in the morning, [
don’t want to be blasied by light,” she said,

“Lighting trends include more sophisticated
dimming controls,” Burns said, They're more con-
venient to use, more stylized in appearance.”

Recessed or track lighting can be used 10 en-
hance ebjects like floral arrangements on tables or
phitographs and paintings on walls. They can be
espectally effective when used with chandeliers and
dimmers.

The earlier in the planning process decisions can
be made, the casier and less expensive will be the
execution.

Consumers ate becoming more aware but don’t
know all of the options when it comes 1o fighting,
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Call Nan Linder
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‘The biggest mistake is
people use one fixture
to light an entire room.
The end result is the
room is flat, visually
dull and appears
smaller rather than
spacious. Lighting can
cerfainly enhance the
space.’

— Nancy Burns

said Linda Shears, an interior designer at Moderr
Studio of Interiors In Birmingham.

West Bloomfield's Award-Winning Custom Home Community.

“MOST PEOPLE want recessed rather than
* she sald of today’s buyer, “They don't want

trusive; they're not following a line In the room.”

But for a remodeling job in a colonial kome, re-
cessed lighting may be cost prohibitive, she said.

Martha Noonan, an Interlor designer from Ro-
chester Hills, also prefers recessed to track Nght-
ing. She's also charmed by the possibilities of sofier
halogen bulbs.

Although more expensive than incandescent
bulbs, halegen bulbs last lenger and are more ener-
gy cfficient, designers said.

Education is the key. Consumers can read about
lighting and talk about it, but really need to see it o
get the brightest possible picture, these in the busi
ness said.

“People need 10 be exposed by some matter or
means 1o even know about these things,” Noonan
suid. "Unless they're working with sumeane like a
lighting designer, architeet or interior designer,
they won't know how to go about it.”
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Nu matter which of our
communities penple move into,
they always seem to love their
new home. That's because S.R.
Jacobson homes offer so much
morte. There's spacious foor-
plans, originat desig
features, quality theougheul and
some of the best focations 1he
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WEST BLOOMFIELD
Asion Sprngs

from $222,000
Want ot Hilker, North o)

360-4520
ROCHESTER HILLS

Vintage Estates
PRLCONSTRUCTON

from $231,000

South side of Duion
between Brewater & Lveton
650-0230
ROCHESTER HILLS
Chichester

from $186,900

Notth of Tienken between
Brewster & Liverois
656-0852
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(rom $149,300

Law side of fohn R between
Aubura ancl Hamlin Ref.
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TROY

Crescemt Ridge

from $212,900

Noith side of Square Lake Rd.,
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828-8290
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