February, oh February,

February, the year's shortest
Lmonth, has an nlmnd.mu of beight
‘planetary

the third. The Pleiades (PLEE a
dees) star cluster, the “shoulder™ of

Kroupings)

JAhis year.

Al the activity will take place In
Ahe pre-dawn sky where Mercury,
:Venus, Mars and Saturn are located.

e onty planet visible will be Jupi-

v
Peaple often wonder why this ane

Jmonth is so short when all other

“months are 30 ur 3} days long.

. February could have had 30 days
»if one day had been taken from Janu-
“ary and another from March, result-
Cing in three consecutlve menths of 30

. The reason for the shortcoming

n be blated on politics in Roman

mes.

‘The ancient Ronsan ealendar orig.

cinally began with the nionth of

ch and ended with February. It
an imperfect calendar and, over

e of many cenluries, was no
“longer in synchronization with the
seasons. Calendar refores was badly
needed.

The calundar would bave been

“mweh easier to deal with if our year
((ihe time it takes the earth to com-
Mete one orbit around the sun) were
exactly 360 d. long. There eould
be 12 months, having 90 days.

rth takes 365

days to comgl orhit and those
xira 5.26 days complicated mat-

IT WAS JULIUS ar who
brought the endar back into step
decrecing that the
onths would altecnate in length,
ther 31 ar 30 days. March,
tional [irst_month of the
“year, was given 31 days. Aprit fo)-
Juwed with 30 May had 31 and
«s0 o0, 1By the time February, the last
auonth of the year, rolled around
sthere nveded to be only 29 days to
“add up to a total of 365, February
would have its full 30 Jays only once
every four years to allow for leap
year.
+s Being very pleased with the re-
\ulls. Juh Caesar named one of the

sor was his anlm\\‘
{felt that he was enti
ve a menth named
u§ well, henee the month August, But
bpeause August followed a month of
Jl days, it had enly 30 days of its
ofvn. Believing he was cvery bit as
gbod as Julius, Augustus decided
that his month should have just as
many days as July, so he took ene
d,\y frum February and added it to
‘August, That left February with only
28 days, or 29 un leap years. At least

s s one day closer to spring!
int of sunlight we receive
se by one hour und 12
;&.mm-\ in Febrrary. Sunrise on the
Trst Is at 7:46 a.m. and sunset is at
546 p.an. allowing for a possible 10
pﬁ s of \unllghl On the 28th the suxn
rls and sets at 6:21
P, for 11 hours and 12 minutes of
;unl-;,h:

" MERCURY REACHES maximom
clongation {apparent distance) from
thie sun on Feb. 1. The planet will be
2{; degrees west {right) of the sun. Al-
though this is a maximum elonga-
lﬁm. Mercury will be only six de-

ces above the southeastern horizon
about 45 minutes before sunrise.

+¢1t will be easier to spot bright Ve.
n(n on the morning of the first. Ve-
ous, looking litke a very bright star,
will be 10 degrees above the south-
east horizon. If you look at Venus
with binocelars or a telescope it wil)
ook like a little crescent moon,
about 7 percent full.

o Mercury will be eight degrees be-
ln\\ and to the right of Venus, Twe
degrees to the lower Teft of Mercury,
only four degrees above the horizon,
Will be Satura, The reddish "star” 22
degrees to the right of Venus is
Mars.

: When you louk toward these four
plancis, you just also happen to be
looking toward Uranus and Neptune,
These two planets, however, are only
going to be visible with binoculars or
a telescope, Later this month It will
g possible to use Mars as a guide to
finding both Uranus and Neptune.
,-The moon Is at First Quarter
phnse at 1:32 p.m. on the second. The
moon is one-quarter of its way
dround the earth.
¢ Mereury will be 0.3 degree north
of {above) Saturn on the morning of
{tic (hird. Bolh objects are still close
{o the horizon and difficult to see.
\'unus will be seven degrees to the
wpper left of Mercury and Saturn,
$nd Mars will have moved slightly
¢loser to Venus. Keep track of the
changing positions of Venus, Mars
4nd Saturn during the month,
'

¢ TINE MOON is In the constellation
8 Taurus the bull on the evening of
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Taurus, s ly (o the right
of the moon. Twelve degrees below
the moon is the star Aldcbaran (o
DEB a ran), the bull's “eye,” The
very bright star to the left of Alde-
baran is the planzt Jupiter.

The moon will form a large trian-
gle with Jupiter and Aldcharan on
the cvening of the fourth. On the
next night, the moon wlitl be about
three degrees above Jupiter.

30% OIT Al
Henredon,

]

3 LIVING ROOM
; BEDROOMS,
1

AINME
CABINETS,

40"% Off
Manuf
40'5) Off

Bedrooms,

0% Off

buyout”
samples,
direct fror
Point, Nol

Includes any—and
every—special order
ilem including:

l)[\l\(, ROQOAIS,
VT TABLE

WALL SYSTEMS
AND ARMOIRIS

accent lables
wall systems. Including,
special orders,

i emaining

The moon forms another triangle
on Feb. 6. This time look for the
“twin" stars Castor and Pollux in
ini to the left of the moon. On
he seventh a steaight line is formed
with Castor at the top, Pollux in the
tniddle and the mooen it the bottom,

Venus ends its retrograde (back-
ward) motion on Feb. 7. A carcelul
observer would have observed Venus
drifting westward through the stars
of Sagitlarivs from ene morning to
the next, On the seventh this back-

|
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The planet doesn't really reverse
1ts direction. Retrograde motion is
an optical illusion caused by the dif-

ference between the orbital speeds
of Venus and the carth.

Mars will pass only 0.2 degrees
south of {below) Uranus on the morn-
ing of the ninth, This will be an ex.
cellent  opportunity to  look lw
Uranus.

BECAUSE OF Uranus' distance to
the sun (about 2,866,000,000 Kilonse-
ters or 1,780,000,000 miles), it is very
difficult to see with the naked vyv,
even under the best of conditions.
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