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Parks board chief draws line on Spicer issue

By Joanno Maliszowski
statf writer

The head of the Farml\g(on Hills
Parks and Recreation Chmmlsglon
doesn't want the clty's historic ex-
perts or city manager to intecfere In
the furnishing of the 64-year-old El-
canor Spicer Estate House in Herl-
tage Park.

“They (historic dlistrlet commls-
sioners) have not been asked by this
commission,” sald parks and recre-
atlon chairman Dennis Fitzgerald,

City manager William Costick
suggested last week that he and the
Farmington Hills Historic Distrlet
Commission work with parks and
recreation commissloners to develo
a budget to furnish the Splcer house.

He also suggested that historie ex-
perts could help plan furnishings
that are functional for the future vis-
itors center, yet In character with
the historic style of the estate house,

“T think it's completely legltl-
mate," he sald.

But the suggestlon fell llke a jead
brick on an angry Fltzgerald, who
compared the suggestlon to three
councll members helping to furnish
Costlck's home,

AFTER A bricf discussion, an
equally angry Mayor Jean Fox end-
ed the discussion abruptly: “I'm very

disappolnted to hear the chalrman of .

the parks and recreation so speak-

5
Fitzgerald showed Fox a 1986 let-

A Farmington Hills woman was
put on probation after pleading
guilty In a drug consplracy case
that involved many middle-class

police
sald.
Oakland County Clreult Judge

Steven Andrews Jan. 25 sentenced
Elainc Noring, 33, to two years'

Hills woman guilty
on cocaine charge

be an even blgger asset (o the com-
munlty because she still had a lot
to offer.

“We agree with that assess-
ment,” Berg said.

Noring is not involved with co-
caine today, was never arrested for
possessing cocaine and was never
allcgcd to have cocaine in her
home. * if any, in

probatlon, 100 hours of
servlce and a $600 fine for consplr-
acy to possess less than 25 grams
of cocaine.

He also ordered her to enter a
substance abuse program, to not

ssess a controfted  substance
without a prescription and to nat
assoclate with any of 22 co-defend-
ants kn the consplracy.

Noring, a certified publlc ac-
countant and former college In-
structor, was onc of 22 suburban-
ites — including buslness owners,
lawyers, homemakers, auto work-
ers, doctors ~ arrested on posses-
sion or conspiracy charges in No-
vember.

She was one of five people who
Andrews scatenced after they
pleaded gulity to elther possessing
cocalne or conspiracy to possess it.
They faced up (o four years in pris-
on.

DEFENSE ATTORNEY Robert
E. Berg of Grosse Pointe Woods
polnted out that Andrews, In sen-
teneing Noring, said she "had some
outstanding gqualitles, had been an
assct to the communlty and could

the cnnsplracy was very, very min-
imal,” Berg sald.

Berg said there's “not necessari
ly o relationship between my client
and 99.9 percent of the others, It's
hard te imaglne it's all one consplr-
acy. I don’t think 1 ever accepted
that.”

The 22 suburbanites were
charged in connection with a mid-
level, $16-mllllon cocaine glstribu-
tion ring that operated from 1983
88, accordlng to (he Southcast
Michlgan Consplracy Organization,
a Livonla-based regional police
agency.

KEY FIGURES In the conspira-
¢y were Arthur Sterllng Abrams,
43, a Farmington Hills resident un-
til his 1987 arrest on cocaine
charges, and Lawrence Genoa, 42,
of Dearborn Helghts, convleted in
October for cocaine trafficking,
sald SEMCO Sgt. Ray White.

Abrams is listed repeatedly in a
1989 federal grand jury drug in-
dictment. Genoa, a financier, was

ap Indicted eo-consplrator.
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‘They (historic district
commissioners) have not been asked
by this commission,’ said parks and
recreation chairman Dennis

Fitzgerald.,

ter [n which she, as a historic district
commissloner, told parks and reere-
atlon commlssioners that the histor-
le district commisslon's pervuc
the exterlor, not the interior, of the
house.

‘The parks and recreation commls-

sion oversees the elty’s parks and
parks and recreation programs, In-
cluding fInancing improvements
with revenue generated from the
city's five-year 0.03-mil] parks und
recreatlon levy.

On the historic distriet commis-

slon's jon, the Spleer
house was placed in the city’s pro-
tected hlistoric distriet in 1988. Both
the historic distrlet commlssion and
the parks and reercation commission
in 1988 agreed to use the historle
house as a visitors center for the
211-acre Herltage Park.

“Thls Is an Important house,” Fox
said, “It would bc unfortunate if this
house - if done in such a way =
that when people come In the house
and say, ‘they had a wonderful house
it's too bad (hey couldn't live up te
what it could be," "

Other council members, however,
supported Fitzgerald. “I don’t think
the clty manager has any business on
this committee,” Ben Marks said,

Councllwoman Nancy Bates

agreed. "I think they'll seck advice if
they need It

COUNCILMAN Jonathan Grant
said [t appears that how furnishing
of the house would be handled was
decided long ago. "From what [ see,
they are definitely in touch with the
historical character of this house,”
Grant sald.

Counctiman Lawrence Lichtman
said he understeod Fitzgerald’s posi-
tlon. “I think it's somewhat insulting
to the parks and recreation commis-
sion to injecting another body when
it comes to finishing this house.”

Potter said the $387,000 restora-
tion of the house's interlor is expect-
cd to be finished by March or April.
Work on the outside will follow.

Ex-WB man remains an enigma

Continued from Page 1

“Ile brought the counly to its
knees for a year and a half. This sig-
nals the cnd of [t,” Werner said. “We
spent a tremendous amount of hours.
on this case — more hours than any
other case we've been Involved in.”

Oakland County, until the attacks
began, felt immune to the possibility

of such (hings as scrial rapists,
Werner sald. “It woke up the com-
munity,”

While the actual criminal justice
period has ended, Werner said the ef-
fect of the acts an the victims won'(
end with the trial.

“The judge said that he's ruined
thelr llves. Unless you or someore in

Rapist faces life in jail

Continued from Page 1

ing guilty ellminated the nced for a
trial, which was scheduled to begin
Feb. 18.

Szeman became flustered after as-
sistant prosecutor John Slevin said
for the (hird time that he had not
heard explanatlons for a crime,
which meant Szeman had to repeat
details of the acts,

“This Is hard enough as It is," sald
defense attorney Lawrence Katuzny,
“Ta make him go lhrou;h thls twice
Isn’t falr, It just lsn't falr."”

None of the victims made publlc
statements at the Frlday hearing.
though Stevin sald cach did send a
letter to the judge regarding
Szeman'’s sentencing.

Under Michigan's victims rights
law, a victim has the right to make
statements that may affect the final
sentence. Each victim asked that the
Judge put Szeman En jall for the rest
of his llfe, Slevin sald.

In his closing argument, Kaluzny
told the caurt hat "this has becn a
difficult case for cveryone.”

“IT'S AN understatement to say
Mr, Szeman's acts caused grief and

W NI

suffering ~ not only to the victlins
but the families as well, Including
his. Nothing he could say is'geing to
change what happened,” Kaluzny
sald,

Pleading gutlty to all the charges,
he said, was Szemun's way of apolo-
gizing for his actions,

Szeman was convicted of charges
stemming from a series of sexual as-
saults on female victims during
1987-88 tn Farmington Hills, Wesl
Bloomficld, Birmingham, Bloom-
field Township and Independence
Township.

The vietims ranged in age from 12
toBl.

$150 REBATE*
AIR CONDITIONING
- ST

ifgu llﬂ![! aﬂ

a8 mm. om nr-m-n

Iastalted
For As
Low As

+1195%

Gity Permits
Eatra

tebate
oMeenaty
coarer

tur Ensginne 1
(:unr}waM 1§ rml Houdre

TRY K i ‘\W‘Epﬂﬁ

Weating _+ Copling.fnc.
Gnrden Clly

427-6612

Conton Township
981-5600

your family has been a victim, you
can't really appreciate what these

ople are golng through. It's aver
but they'll never forget,” Werner
said,

The only consolation, he added, Is
that Szeman will be an old man if he
cver gets out.

DEFENSE ATTORNEY Law-

rence Kaluzny Is hoplng that some-
day Szeman will get some profes-
sional psychiatric help.

“I've handled hundreds of crimi-
nal cases but this one was different.
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He didn't try to hide the fact that he
committed these acts. He just wanis
10 know why he did It,” Kaluzoy said.

According to both attorney and
prosccutor, Szeman's life should
have been ane of those happy ending
stories, A varsity bascball player
while attending college in southern
Ohio, he left with a bachelor's degree
and a promise of a good career,

Though he floated from job to job
in Michigan, he had settled into a
computer sales position In Ohlo
shortly atter the Oakland County
rapes ceased.
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