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Local schools score on harder MEAP tests

By Wayne Peal
statf writer

Michigan public school students
showed Improvement on state math-
ematles tests last fall, educatlon of-
ficlals sajd Tuesday, though student
reading skitls remaln a concern,

Statewide, studcnts posted higher
scores in mathematics and in baslc
reading sklils, state Superintendent
of Schools Donald Bemls sald.

“We're pretty happy about what
has been golng on,” Bemls satd.

But the superintendent added stu-
dents need to show improvement in
cssential reading skills — those
needed (o get and keep a job,

IN OAKLAND COUNTY, Blr-
mingham, Bloomfield Hllls, Farm-
ington, Troy and West Bloomfleld,
within the Observer & Eccentric
coverage area, scored above aver-

fgc tn all grades and In all categor-

And, all OXE districts were abave
the state average in reading,

Avondale’s scventh grade math
scores and Rochester's 10th grade
math scores were below the state
average. So were Southfield's sev-
enth and tenth grade science scores
and Walled Lakes' tenth grade sci-
ence scares.

With regard to math skills state-

Michigan Educational
/& assessment Program: HOW our schools fared

wlde, 88 percent of all fourth
graders met or excreded mintmum
math requirements — a 1 percent in-
se from last year. Slmilar in-
were posted by seventh
graders — 74 percent, up 1.6 peru.nt
— and high school

how well students camnpretiend pas-
sages they read.

“QUESTIONS ARE moare detalled
and they cover a longer passage of
the material,” state schools spokes-
woman Lynne Estell said.

Some of the old test re-

70.5 percent, up 2 percent.

“Scores had been pretty flat for
1he past two years,” Bemis said,

Thls year’s math scores were the
highest among all three grade levels
since the state mathematics test was
revamped in 1980.

Michigan changed its reading test
this year, making less use of Individ-
ual skills such as ldentifying root

Grade 78 | W] 45 | w8 l1om a5 ] 78 | mm words, prefixes and suffixes. In-
Freeye 2 stead, greater emphasis is placed on
Math State MEAP scores
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Math and roading woio tasted in grades 4, 7, and 10, Sclenco was tested in grados 5, 8, and 11,
Numbars are percentage of students whe havo attained at laast three-quartors of the skills tasted,
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Signature Cotton "Cashmere” Interlock
for SPRING/SUMMER 1990 and forever.
Funky, classic and Joan Vass to the core.
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TRUNK SHOWING
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romance
ﬁgr as little
as $79.

She'll cherish a gift of fine
jewelry long after roses and
chocolates are gone. Only
‘Tapper's has such a stunning
selection of the latest romantic
jewelry at prices you can

- afford, Whatever you choose,
your Valentine’s gift from
‘Tapper's comes in our special
Valentine's gift wrapping. Just
one of the extras that makes
buying a gift at Tapper's such
a pleasure.

So, for a truly memorable
Valentine's gift, come to
Tepper's. Where every detail
matters and every customer is
important.
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thficld, MI 48034
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JOEL H. GOOBDMAN
ATTORNEY AT LAW
ALL LEGAL MATTERS
1988 METRO TIMES
DIVORCE LAWYER OF
THE YEAR

15t VISIT NO CHARGE
399-1229

maln apd are now considered to de-
fine "basie” reading skills. Students
did well on basle skills questions, but
not as well en the newer questlans,

detining “essential” reading skllls,
sajd Bemis.

Some 88.8 percent of all high
school sophomores met or exceeded
basle reading skills on last fall's

Program tests — almest a 7.5 per.
cent Increase from one year ago.

Fourth graders, at 89.4 percent
and seventh graders, at 89.4 percent,
showed similar increases.
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No. 1344 Sheraton Nest ol Tables
23 x 150z, H 25 in

*8
No 025 Rent Table
Genwine Top Grain Leathes with Gold Tooling
Avalable Leather Colon, Red. Green, Brown
Ateaditem HL 2 in
One deawer and 2 ¢abinet with uhe adjustable shell
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No 2274 Cheeny Butler's Tray Vable
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2600 N. WOODWARD
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