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County eyes “dope money” for car phones

By Pat Murphy
stalt writer

As the war on crlme becomes In-
creasingly high tech, pollee agencles
in Oakland County continue to have
an advantage: They can spend the
bad guys' money.

A practleal example of that ad-
vantage was scheduled to come to
the attention of the Oakland County
Board of Commissioners teday when
the presccutor’s office asks for au-

thorization to buy six car phones.

The car phones are needed so in-
vestigators can communleate with
cach otker more readily, according
to Gerald D. Poisson, Oakland Coun-
ty chlef assistant prosecutor,

Police radios aren't adequate, or
private cnough, Polsson to!d mem.
bers of the board’s finance commit-
tee last week. So the prosecutor’s
office wants autherizatlon for six
car phones that can caslly be trans.

Seniors’ heart’s day party

Senior citizens are Invited to a

Road between Orchard Lake and
Mi roads.

's Day party ed
by the Oakland County Parks and
Reereation Commission, the North-
west Parks and Recreation Senlor
Committee and the Rochester Older
Persons Committee,

The party is from 11 am. to 3
p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 14, at the
Glen Oaks Golf Course on 13 Mile

Besldes social opportunities, the
party will feature door prizes, a
strolling viollnist, a vocalist, cash
bar, the Ed Pelts Band and a prime
rib dinner.

Couples and singles are welcome.
The cost is $15 per person. Addi-
tienal Information Is available at
858-0006.,

{erred from car to car,

“It won't cost taxpayer money,”
Polsson said, because the prosecu-
tor's office, or other pollce agencies,
can frequently get car phones — or
money (o buy them — when they
seize properly [n drug raids.

THE FINANCE COMMITTEE
unanimously approved the request
and referred It to today's board
meeting where It is expected o be
approved,

The price is right, sald Commls-
sioner Donald W. Jensen, R-Birming-
ham. *It's a leglcal usec of re-
sources.”

Commissioner James D, Ferrens,
D-Pontiac, noted that in many incl-
dents, crooks — or people accused of
crimes - already have car phones.

“And I like using the dopers' mon-
ey," said Ferrens, a Pontiac pollce
officer, referring to uslng conflscat-
ed money to buy phones and pay the
monthly usage bills.

Polsson said the cost of the car
phones is about $3,500, Tax money
will not be used, he said, because
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Register.
1t's Quick. It's Easy.
And it’s the Law.

It’s simple. Just go down to your local
post office. fill cut a card and hand it

No, this is not a draft. No one has
been drafted in over 10 years. You're
just adding your name to a list in case
there's a national emergency. So

Presented as a Public Service Announcement

Men, If you're
within one inonth of
your 18th tirthday.
it's time to register
with Selective Service.

te a postal clerk.

register now.

money is ble from the pool of
cash seized In drug raids.

Expenditures from that pool are
menitored by a clreuit judge. But ap-
proval from commissioners is need-
ed before the judge will approve
buying the car phones or other
equipment, he explalned.

Poisson sald other police units —
specifleally the Rochester ifills con-
tingent of the Oakland County Sher-
Ift’s Department — already use car

phones, “with good resulis."

Asked about car phones, Lt Jerry
Carlin, commander of the Rochester
Hills polic L] can'l say enough
oud things aboul them.™

Carlin cited the investigation inlo
kidnap-murder of Wanda and Glean
Tarr Jast November as an example
of how car phons are useful,

“We were able to team up fed
investigators with our delectives an
trace more leads,” Carlin said. “We
couldn't do that with normal police
radio frequencies.”

ALSO USING CAR phones, inves-
tigators were able 10 set up a com-
marnd post inside the Tarr residence
without tying up the houschold lines.
"We wanted the house phones epen
for a pussible ransom demand,” he
said

One probletn with car radios, Care
1in said, is that all too often crimi-
nals - and the media — have
scanners that enable them 10 moni-
tor law palice communications.

Mindful that conversations on a
car phone ¢an be monitored, Carlin
said, “Car phones are not completely
private. But they're more private
than police radles.”

Carlin said investigators uscd car
phones — rather than radios —
when they eventually found the bod-
les of Glenn and Wanda Tarr in Pon-
tiac.

“If we had used the car radio, we
would have had television news
crews at the scene before our inves.
tigators could do their job,” he said.

‘We were able to team up federal

investigators with our detectives and
trace more leads. We couldn’t do that
with normal police radio frequencies.’

~ L. Jerry Carlin

Commander of Rochester Hills police

Carlin said Rochester Hills pur-
chased six car phopes — and pays
their monthly phone bills, about $560
-= {rom the regular police budget.

It's a good expenditure for police,
Carlin said. “Car phones help indi-
vidual detectives become more pro-
ductive,”

Commissioners reappointed

Oakland County commissioners
Thomas A. Law, H-West Bleom-
field, and Richard D. Kuhn, R-
Drayton Plains, have beun re-ap-
pointed to three-year terms on the
county  parks and recreation
board by the county i

Other mernbers of the Oakland
County Puarks and Recreation
Commission include Bloomfield
Township Supervisor Fred Kor-
2o0n, Qakland County Drain Com-
misstoner George Kuhn of West

Bath were first appointed to the
parks cornmission In 1987,

Elceted by the parks cammis-
sion to his 131k consecutive term
as chairman was Lewis E. Wint of
Clarkston. Wint is funeral diree-
tur of Lewis E. Wint & Son Funer-
al Home in Clarkston.

Re-elected as vice chairman
was Jean Fox of Farmington Hills
and as sceretary, Pecky D. Lewls,
Je. of Bloomfield Hills, bath for
sixth terms,

County C
John Olsen of Huntington Woods,
Alice Tomboulian of Qakland
Township, and OQakland County
ftoad Commission Chairman
fuchard V, Vogt of Pontiac.

The Oakland County Parks of
Recreation Commissjon is the pol-
icy-making body for the ninc-park
system that includes two water-
parks, four gol! courses, camp-
grounds, a naturc ceater, mobile
recreation, activities centers, and
special events.
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40% SAVINGS ON FINE IMPORTED LEATHER

Finely crafted European leather. A level of luxury found only at Englander's...unless you shop
exclusively in Europe.

=

Shop Englanders, for 60 years the leader in style, value and service.

ALE

Experience the extraordinary difference of our European leather sofas and sectionals during the
Winter Sale. Custom design in your choice of colors.

Al Englanders, youll always receive personal attention from the assistance of our prores:ﬁonal
design stafl to the peace-ol-mind of dealing with our caring delivery personngl.

Englander's In Birmingham and Ann Arbor ® Mon. Thur. Fri. until 8 « Tuas. Wed. Sat. until §:30 . o
Englander's OTHER PLACE in Royal Oak * Roche-Bobais in Bimningham ® Worrels in Florida . N




