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-Chrysler killed a cheap, dependable, reliable car

“You know, Dad, what we have
here is a generic car” was my son’s
comment when I drove up in a whi

- Dodge Omnl, purchased at the b.mc
base tevel, which meant it not enly
was plain white and had no trim but
that even the bumpers were solid,

bars ot
which I thought kind of glowed in the
- seuting sunlight.

There ls no stgn yet of speculators
rushlng to buy up the rewmaining
Omnis and Plymouth Horizons, de-
splte the that Om-
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of the energy erisis. With much of Its
engineertng  eribbed  from  Volk-
skwagen, it was the first modern
front-wh

nlarizons are going out of production
after Chrysler spent some dozen
years churning them est of three
plants.

Granted, this is no Ferrari GTO
we are talking about, From the day
they were Introduced, Omnis exudesd

-a kind of leaf-of-bread appearance
that somchow managed to blend into
trafflc Jike one more leaf hitting the
ground in the fall.

IN FACT, Chrysler was a little
desperate in 1974 when it shoved the
first Omnls out the door in the heat

)-drive car Introduced by
a domestic anufacturer, albelt
with a VW engine and transmission.

It also was one of the first cars
with a body welded by robots, and it
sel some records for efficient manu-
[acluring, Another quirk was
Chrysler's shartage of palnt priming
facilities, which led to making the
car {rom galvanized steel — such a
long-lasting  material that most
lllmnix huilt are stlll on the road to-
day.

CHRYSLER ALWAYS seemud a
little embarrassed by the Omni,

which seemed to be made from
spare parts from three countries.
Exven Chairman Lee, who takes cred-
it for cars like the Russlans take
credit for the invention of the radio,
treated the car like an orphancd
puppy that wouldn't go away.

Rarely even advertised, the Omni
sold reasonably weli even after it
got a short-lived bad rap from Con-
sumers Report magazine. After
looking at the ad schedules, the nulo

joned its

claimed to be making about $55 per
car, unless you ordered a radio.

1 ordered my first Giuni without
one and found that 1 could leave it
unlocked in the worst parts of the
city wheee it seemed to have a kind
of repellent quality for car thieves.
There were no cute Omni stories
there were cute Volkswagen storles.

MAINLY, the Omni was cheap. It
was the cheapest four-door on the
market for tnost of its life, cheaper
than the Japancse, cheaper than
Ford, a lot cheaper than any Ger-
man car,

My insurance payment, not cheap,
was actually higher than the month-
ly car note. Uttimately, I ended up
buying two of them, back-to-back,
with the second purchased after the
driveshait of the first dropped to the

never even
existence.

Not that 2 car that became stan-
dard Issue for metler maids, gas
company bill collectars and airport
rental fleets was ever going to make
Car of the Year, anyway. Chrysler

at a Dodge d asl

pulled into the lot,
Mainly, Omnis were reliable and
tnexpensive {o  repair. [n some

300,000 miles with he two cars,
most of the problems were wear
parts such as brakes and shocks —

Small business encourages procrastination

By Mory DiPaslo
. spoclal weiler

Wouldn't It be wonderful if all of
us did what we were supposed to
. when we were supposed to?
The fact is that everyone puts off
a certain number of problems, deci-
stons or actions until “tomorrow.”
This Is especially true for siall
business ewncrs, whe are bugged
“down by the daily demands of run-
ning a successful business, But there
is a difference betwuen dellberately
postponing & task for time manage-
ment purposes and procrastinating.
Ellmlnating procrastination he-
glns by examining some of the major
.causes that lead 1o it. By doing sv,
you will then be in a position to pur.
sue solutians.

MANY GROWING businesses cre-
ate an environmunt that breeds
crastinatlon, After all, growth is ¢

. uncomforiable process

If you find yoursell handllng only
what you are comlortable doing
while setting aside the new or more
complicated responsibllitles for a
later date, you are procrastinating.

Instead of allowing yourself to be-
come overburdened, try to complete
at teast one challenging responsibili-
1y each week, This will belp you be-
come accustomed to the uneasy sen-
sation you have when you face a
more complex task.

And once the assignment has been
completed, you will begin to feck
comfortable and more confident
tackling other challenges as they

E PEOPLE put off indefi-
nitely making decisions or solving
problems in hope that they will el
ther Jisappear or resolve them-
selves,

If you have ever held off on con-
fronting or liring an incompelent
employee to see if they would im-
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"Barstools & Counterstools"
over 25 styles in stock

rs of Ouk. Metal, Ratian and

with ar without back, plush

eushions or heanp set, some thal tuck right under your
contiter and siane that even fold

prove or quit, you have used procras.
tination as a tool to avoid successful
problem salving. In this type of situ-
ation, it is important to arrive quick-

Iy and logically at a declsion before

the problems get out of control.
First, identify the problem accu-

rately and in writing )f you need to.
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one clutch was donated to a daugh-  ought to be built — high-mi

ter's driver training — a record  long-lasting, roomy, reliable - but
marred mainly by the VW engine's  that nobody really wanted.

catastrophic failure at 130,000 Buying one was like wearing hani
miles. me-down clothes, a rolling statement

that you were in transition, hopeful
ly, and would get a real car when
things started to look up.

Now that it's gone, I miss it.

IN FACT, | sometimes think the
real strength of the Omni wes that it
was always the car everyhody said
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Order your 1990
Season Tickets Today. |

the real season 1s on-deck And vou can enjo
Al it 1990 Tiger season tickets. The Tige
ready to re-cam their stripes in the Americin
League East. We've added some new cats 1o put
more wethy in the Ineup. And our cagey vets e
hungrier than ever

.l

Remember, the best seatn
the house 15 at the stadivm And
the best time ta get the best
seats is now, when discounts
are being offered on all season

ticket plans. The Tigers may not g

undefeatad, but you can't lose with

Tigers' season tickets.

. For more information
regarding Tiger season tickets, call

313-962-4000
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