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Music’s past comes v

By Isaboello A, Smith
spocln) writar

Bareque vlollnist Rlchard Luby
has a vision. And a misslon.

His vislon [s o change the prevall-
tng ldea that orlginal instrument
performances are the province of
pedantic, old, muslcologists with
long beards playing dull musle on
creaky, cranky old instruments by
praviding superb young performers
in total artistlc contre! who can play
with a vibrancy and brlo that cap-
tures the Interest of modern audiene-
os.

.Hls mlsslon: To make such perfor-
mances available to the gencral pub-

lle.

The second “Richard Luby and
Friends” concert at Ringswood Au-
ditorlum last Saturday (Feb. 3),
which featured Luby on the baroque
violin and Universlty of Mlchigan's
Edward Parmentier on harpsichord,
{ulfitled the vision and made prog-
ress on the misslon.

From the openlng notes of Bach's
Sonata in C Minor (BWV 1017), onc
knew that thls would be a special
cvening. Except for a few dlfflcul-
ties with intonation carly in the
Sonata, the two artists displayed a
wonderfully integrated sound, phras-
Ing and accenting the music so that
the comtrapuntal voices reminded

Met regi

By Mary Jano Doarr
spoclal wrlter

Music are very

one of a husband and wife who flnlsh
each others’ sentences.

THE LISTENING EXPERIENCE
Is, Indeed, different in original In-
strument performances. The mel-
tower, less brilliant sound of a ba-
roque violln sonfcally melds Into the
plucking of the harpsichord, only ris-
fng out of and above it as the melo-
dle lines risc.

1t 13 less the experlence of hearing
wo distinct solo volces than it is of
hearlng two voices that scem to orig-
fnate from ene source. Luby and
P had the skills

\'/

ing accents and shadings, of subtle
shifts and rlch harmonles effecicd
for playing, for example, cighth
notes unequally, subordinating cer-
taln grace noles an

mand of the instrument is so solld
that he created dynamie “color” and
rhythmlc varicty in music often con-
sidered repetitive and uninteresting
to modern

phrases rather than connceling
them.

What emerged (s a Bach of per-
haps less “majesty” and high drama
but of more Intimacy, clarity and —

es — clegance.

The dlifferent way of approaching
ornamentation and rhythm in ba-
roque performance of clean, raptd
of intricate detail and

to bring it off. Beautifully.

Next came that most courageous
of artistle undertakings — the play-
ing of an unaccompanled Bach selo
wark, In this instance the violin Par-
tia #3 in E Major, Luby demonsirat-
ed here his total mastery both of mu-
sle and instrument, clearly justifylng
the raves he has received throughout
Europe and the U.S,, with a perform-
ance of clectric intensity, Who said
there Is no passion in a baroque per-
formance?

He also cxpertly demonstrated
many of the technical differences of
baroque form madern music, shorier
hand and arm movements, light or
no chin support, less pressure on the
strings and little vibrato, excopt for
trills and ornamentation.

The result was a cascade of chang-

cxaggeratlon of structural and orna-
mental elements s exermplified
beautifully in the works of Francols
Couperin, that 18th Century genlus
of Gailic charm and subtlety.

As performed by Luby and Par-
mentler, Couperln's “Musical Por-
traits of Love" (in which dance
movements are given titles for stag-
es of courtshlp) was a courtly garden
full of rhythmic and melodic pasles
— an early Valentlne for lovers.

COUPERIN, HIMSELF a key-
board virtuoso, placed great techni-
cal demands on performers of his
compesltions — cspeclally on those
who performed his solo harpsichord
picces, of which there are 240.

Parmentier was more than equal
to the challenge ln Couperin’s “Plec-
es de Ceavecin In fact, hls com-

In his hands were conjured up to-
nal pletures of French court Ilfe, The
sweep of a petticoat, the unfolding of
a fan, the lifting of an eycbrow, all
gestures denoting a world of roman-
tic meanling in 18th century soclety,
were brought vividly to life through
Parmeatler's artistry.

It was no surprise, then, that the
program-closing Bach Sonata in G
MaJor with Its amazingly varicd con-
trapuntal melodles, often-daring
harmonles and its internal balance
and rhythmic contrasts, all Impres-
sivey enunclated by Luby and Par-

idly to life Beethoven quartets

rife with challenges

By Avigdor Zaromp
spoclal wrltor

Of all the collections of string
quartets written by a single compos-
er, many people consider the 16
written by Becthoven to be the
greatest monument to this form,
Just about every distinguished
chamber group grapples with their
preclpitous peaks with varying de-
grees of suecess,

The ranklng of the Tokyo String
Quartet among chamber groups may
be analogous to the ranking of Bee-
thoven’s quartets, Titles such as the
“The Beast” are eluslve and, in most

mentler, brought the Kings au-
dience lo its collective lfeet. After
prolonged applause and three eur-
tain calls, they were besleged by
well-wishers.

Clearly there is a growlng audi-
ence for Baroque music performed
on instruments of 1hat cra, And obvi-
ously Messrs. Luby and Parmentier
know how 1o satisfy it.

‘The third and concluding “Rlchard
Luby and His Friends” concert will
be performed ag 8 p.m. on Saturday,
May 5 at Kingswood Auditorivm.
Call 831-2870 for Information.

onal winner a surprise

American from Toronto, won the
first place Mrs, Edgnr 'l'nbln Award
d

tions enhanced the singer’s overall
performance.

ol $400 with

strange cvents. Olten they become a
{ug of war between artistic merit
and technleal cxpertise. Is the sing-
er's interpretation and stage pres-
ence sugerlor to delivery or [s tech-
nique mare Important?

Sunday afternoon at Rackham Au-
ditorlum where Detroit played host
1o the Great Lakes Regional Audl
tions far the Metropolltan Opera Na-
tional Council, noither seemed Im-
portant.

The cvent, sponsored by Macca-
bees Life Insurance Co. and Michi-
gan Opera Theatre, included 10 out-
standing finalists from Pittsburgh,
Cleveland, Detroit and Canada. The
results were mystifylng.

Linda Maguire, a 30 -year old

interp of "Enlln, je suls fei”
from "Cendrillon” by Massenet and
“Connals tu le pays" from “Mignon”
by Thomas,

LAST YEAR when she was pre-
sented at the Music Hall in Detrolt
by the Canadlan government and au-
ditloned for MOT (but was never

The was the d
ment of the afternoon. Detroit's first
place winner, Janet Willlams, was
asked to sing “Quel torrente che s'in-
nalza" from “Glustinor by Handel,
a role for which she garnered nation-
al attentlon in the U.S. premlere In
San Franclsco tast year and should
have sung well. Sunday, Willlams
was not In good voice and lost the

cast {or anything), her

was far more impressive. On Sunday
afternoon, pronounced breathing
marred her first selection. A smocth
and scamless “Connais tu le pays"
won the competition and a trip to
New York for the flnals for her.

Each singer chose the first piece
from a repertolre of flve arias, The
Judges chose the second number. In
every case but one, the judges’ sclec-

It was a pity. She is a
significant talent.

The sccond- and third-place
winners were more exciting than the
first-place winner. Theresa Caro)
Williams, a 23-year old soprano
form Cleveland, had a fairly secure
technique in her “O quante valte” by
Bellini and Musetta’s aria from “La
Boheme" and an appealing artistic
style and stage presence that domi-
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30325 W. 6 MILE RD. LIVONIA

ENTERTAINMENT IMONDAY-SATURDAY BY
L WALLY GIBSON & CO. MUSIC 50's, 60's, 70°s, 80's

nated her singing.

THIRD-PLACE WINNER Susan
Wallin, also from Cleveland, had
sone wrong notes in hee “Queen of
the Night™ aria, but secure high Fs.
tter "Willow Song" from “Ballad of
Baby Doc” brought back Images of
Cheryl Parrish’s performance last
year.

But if one were to draw an bmagl-
nary clrcle around such peaks, few
would dispute the fact that Beetho-
ven and the Tokyo Quartet belong In-
slde the boundaries of thelr respec-
tive circles.

The Tokyo String Quartet was the
latest group challenging the Becetho-
venfan summits last Friday at Or-
chestra Hall. This was the beginning
of the second half of the Chamber
Musie Soclety of Detroit (CMS) sea-
son, The three works on this pro-
gram, Op. 18 No. 2, Op 95 No. 11 and
Op. 131, No. 14, provided a cross sec-
tion of Beethoven's early, middle
and late quartets.
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Our $69* special rate is the spring
thaw you’ve been waiting for.

Remember a few months ago when that fir
it looked so darn fresh and pretty? But that excitement only
lasted until the |
your windshield with a credit card, wishing you hadn't lost

time vou found yourself

Well, we don’t mean to be crael, but spring is still a lovoong

you need a break now!

So right now, for just $69* a night on Fridays and Saturdays
you can be surrounded by waterfalls and exotic trees at the new
Embassy Suites Hotel in Livonia. Qur special rate includes:

¢ 2 room suite for the price of a single room
4 Complimentary manager’s reception cach evening!

¢ Cable TV, microwave and available mini-bar

order breakfast
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[-275 at
Seven Mile
Road in
Livonia.
At Victor
Corporate
Park

or call 1-800-EMBASSY

¢ Complimentary cooked-to-

¢ 2thour pool, whirlpoal, sauna

and exercise room

¢ ‘Transportation to local

¢ Cascades restaurant and

Pahrumps nightclub
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Watchlng such an emlnent group
as the Tokyo scale these Beethoveni-
an summlis Is, In some scnse, more
exciting than watching a suspense

drama,

IN THE LATTER, the ending ts
predetermined and its outcome has
no direct bearing on the life of the
observer. In  musleal performance,
however, the listener becomes part
of the evelvement, provided the per-
formance §s sufficiently inspiring
draw the listencr's atteption atd
commitment.

This was definitely the case here
‘The early Op. 18 quariet, which o
much of its form to Haydn, emer;
with uncommen richness and ¢
tivating attractlon. .

The rare attention o some of
viola and cetlo roles shifted the o
ter of gravity, which is traditional!
skewed in faver of the violtns.
the freshness and playfulne
through with more vigor.

an ensemble’s quality i in the wa
handles unisen or ectave pas: 2
Such passages, hcln;, without intdr-
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Includes.
I Saup. Cole Slaw and Potao

Thank You
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OPEN 7 DMS
Sunday Irom 2 PM,

27189 Geand River
Eostof lnkster

* PRIME RIB

*NEW YORK STHIP
« ALMOND CHICKEN
+BBQ RIBS

*PORK CHOPS

* STIR FRY CHICKEN
oG 30U, SALAD, POTATO O RGL BALAD

Fri.eSal. 011 Kahler

Mr.

’s STEAK HO(]JSE
27331 5 MILE (Corner Of Inkster)

7-5600
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+*Valentine Special

Dmner ior 2

Cholce of:
Prime Rib
Kansas Steak
Chicken Stir Fry

Wednosday, February 13th

’
Our Famous BBQ Rifs~~ 11
Broiled Fresh Whitefish
Baby Frog Legs L
Oinner Inctudos Soup or Salnd, Vogatable, Baked Potalows. Desse !
MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS NOW/! y
FEBRUARY SPECIAL

KANSAS STEAK *7.95

31400

i

Huge in-room JACUZZIS with wet bars

NOW 850 OFF

It's uabelievable...
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1 Jacuzzi roam for only

$75

[nchuding batoom Movie:
& Continental
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