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siasm are genelle, then re-
cently retired WJIBK-TV,
Channel 2, news camerman
Sld Siegel inherited zeal for things
photographic from his grandfather,
Jacob. Grandfather’s 1917 Balii-
more motion plcture pr

EF SKILL, TALENT and enthu-

TV news cameraman’s heritage involved with film

in the late *40s and early '50s,
‘Television had no local newsfilm and |
was very anxious to get into

television.’

— Sid Siegel

leense Is framed and prominently
. {eatured on the wall of the study in
Siegel's BirmIngham home.

"It was In the genes because my
- father's father was interested in
“{lim and the story was, as told to
me," Siege! recalled, “that my
grandfather was the projectionst,
my father played the piano for the
silents, my aunt took the tickets —
this was out In the backwoods
around Odessa.”

Grandpa Jacob was an ltinerant
projectlonist In the rural areas
+| around Odessa, Russla, prior to
:| World War 1. When he ralsed
<| enough money from showing
<| motion pictures, he would sell his
.| fim and projectors and take ene of
«| his children to America where he
would buy another projector, some
7| new films and go back to Odessa to
repeat the process. Thus Sid's fa-
ther and three sisters came to
America,

Prior to World War I1 Slegel’s In-
terst In photography developed. In
1940 he built his own drum proces-
sor for black-and-white reversa)
motlon pleture fllm which he de-
veloped at home, an exceptlonal
and difflcult task for amateurs
even today.

A CASS TECHNICAL High
School student, Slegel studled acro-
nautics. Despite that, no doubt be-
cause of the mysterjous ways in
«1 -which the mllltary operates, his

‘World War II service {1943-1948)
* was as an infantryman ia Franee,

Italy and Germany, Including six
manths in combal.

“It was In the final days of the
war,"” Slegel remembered. I
dropped out of a long march {rom
exhaustlon, and a day or so later
when I refolned my company, theee
was a who[e German army in front
of us,”

But the Germans surrcndered,
and the spoils of war tncluded lots
of German Luger pistols, then qulte
a novelty as souvenlrs. Sicgel sald,
“I had Lugers coming out of every
pocket and 1 traded them off for
the granddaddy of what turned out
to be the Hasselblad, 1 think it was
called the Primaflex. In turn, 1
(raded that {or my (lrst Bolex mov-
ie camera, and when I got home, [
was in business.”

‘That business — (Himmaking of
all kinds, weddings, bar mitzvahs,
Industrlals, documentarles, but
most of all news film — has occu-
pled Slegel and his wife, Naomt, for
more than four decades.

In the late '40s and early '50s,
“Televislon had no local newsfilm
and I was very anxlous to get into
televiston,” Siegel sald. With his
wife's help and support, he began a
free-Jance firm, Telespot News,
which furnished newsfilm to the lo-
cal statlons. But In those days sta-
tions were reluctant to spend $100
or 50 on newsfilm when they could
rent a movle for $5,

TWO STORIES, in particular,

launched hls career as one of the
leading newsfilm producer-camer-
men natlonwide as well as in the
Detroit market,

Late In 1951, some American sol-
diers In Japan chartered a plane to
come home for Christmas, But they
couldn’t afford the fuel. The story
clreulated, and local merchants
started a campaign to ralse funds
for the GIs’ trip home. When they
landed at Willow Run, Slegel was
there with his camera. He pro-
cessed the film and ook it to Chan-
nel 2.

The next day there was a bliz-
zard, and every day that week he
took newsftlm of the blizzard into
the statlon. At the end of the week
he was glven a 13-week contract as
a freelance producer. He contract-
cd for a local news story every day.
At the end of the 13 weeks the sta-
tlon hired someone else — lower
rates — to produce their newsflim.

To add Insult to Injury, Siegel re-
calls that the next Monday, “I had
gone out to my car and somcbody
had cut Into the glove box and
stolen a camera, While the police-
man was filling out the report, I'm
listening to his radlo which was
telling about the Jackson Prison
rlot."

“Well, 1 didn’t bother filling out
the rest of the report. I said, ‘Never
mind,” and 1 got {n my car with an-
other camera and went to Jackson.

Please turn to Page 9

Sid Slegel has spent four decade in filmmaking has worked as a stringer for national TV net-
of all kinds. He began his career with “Telespot

MNews,” a free-lance firm, Through the ycars, he 2.

works, as well as locally for WIBK-TV, Channel

‘upcoming
“things to do

- Deadline for the Upcoming cal-
endar is one week ahcad of publi-
cation, Items must be received by
Thursday to be considered for
publication the following Thurs-
day. Send to: Ethel Simmons, En-
tertainment Editor, the Observer
& Eccentric, 36251 Schooleraft
Road, Livonia 48150.

© Children's concert

The Creative Center for Young
Children in Walled Lake witl sponsor
a chlldren’s concert frem 10:30-11:30
am. Saturday, Feb. 10, Children’s
entertalner Maureen Schiffman will
perform  with musle, movement,
puppetry and storles. The show will
be on the theme of Valentine's Day.
Children two years old and up may
attend, accompanied by an adult.
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The cost is $3 per child at the door,
‘The Creative Center for Young Chit-
dren is a full-service nursery schoo)
for children ages 2-5. For more in-
formatlon call 348-3820.

@ Bal Polonals

His Emlnence Edmund Cardinal
Szoka is honorary chalrman for Bal
Polenals V1I on Saturday, Feb, 17, at
the Detrolt Athletic Club. Assisting

the Cardinal will be Mr. and Mrs.
Robert C. VanderKloot, one of the
founders of the Mlchigan Opera The-
atre, who also are honorary chair-
men of Bal Polonais, A beneflt for
MOT's upcoming Polish opera pres-
cntation, Bal Polonals, is noted for
Its 17th Ceatury Polish Court —
garbed pages and herald trumpeters,
jousting knights in shining armor,
richly clad dancers leading the

Grande Polonalse apres dinner and
featuring, for the flrst time this
year, Presentation of the Debutantes
of Bal Polonals. Tickets are $125 per
person (Patrons, $175;

Birmlngham, plays at 6:30 p.m. eve-

ry Saturday nlght through March 31

in dinner theater at Fiorelll’s Res-

taurant in Flal Rock. The show is
by ki

$250). For Information call 642-2730
or 822-7085.

® Dinner theater
*Plaza Sulte” by Neil Simon, with
a cast including Rosemary Rock of

and directed by Harvey LaFram-
boise. Cost is $20 per person for din-
ner and show. For reservatlons call
762-1431.
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our beautiful atrium,
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26100 Franklin Ad.
{313) 350-2000
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Your Sweethe
deserves more than flowers
VALENTINES DAY WEEKEND*

A luxurious two room-suite complete with living
room, private bedroom, wet bar with refrigerator,
three telephones, and two color TVs.

Two hour Manager's reception each evenin,
Free breakfast cooked-to-order every morn

A Lot of Sacgues Demers Ghampagne
and a Rose Upon Your  lrrival

“Price bu pot suks, por reghd, Friey beet Rotrdny vy Rates Sased 90 Sralablly, « ubfos 6 Wate wnd sl Wws.
O & Dwaroned vy the Manapomart Gri, V.
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“Home of Jacques Demers
Reataurant & Lounge

sweetheart will enjoy
dinner with your cho

A VALENTINE'S DINNER
You Can Ger Sweer ON.

We'll dim the lights, And light the candles. You and your
glass of champagne and delectable
of three appetizers, two salads and
three spectacular cairees including Roast Prime Rib of Beef,
Afier dinner, enjoy sweets from our dessert cart. What's
more we'll even treat your special lady to a red rose. All for
just $49.00 per couple plus 1ax and gratuity, For reservations
call 559-6500. How sweel it is!

SEASONS
C AF E
Located in the new Sheraton Southfield Hotel
16400 1.L. Judson Drive, Southfield




