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‘A Walk in the Woods’ fulfills playgoer S

The Michigan prcmmrc en-
gupement of YA Walk in the
Woods" continues through Susn-
day, Feb, 25, at Meadow Brook
Theutre on the Oakland Universi-
ty campus in Rochester Hills, For
ticket information call 377-3300.

By Mark Catloy
spocial writer

Meadow Brook Theatre's produc-
tion of A Walk In the Woods" pro-
vides that experience for which
playgoers yearn, but so rarely get —
a fast-paced, well-acted drama of-
ferlng not only entertainment, but
substance.

On its surface, Lee Blessing's Pul-
Hzer-Prize-nominated play is a sim-
ple dialogue between two arms con-
{rol ncgotiators — hardly stimulat-
ing stuff for non-political selence
wajors. But under the directlon of
Slephen Kanee, actors Arthur J.
Beer and Michael James Laird
infuse thelr discourse with enough
passion, bumor and charm to keep
the audience transfixed throughout
the performance.

Andrey Botvinnlk, played by Beer,
is a seasoned voteran of the Sovlet

Under the direction of
Stephen Kanee, actors
Arthur J. Beer and
Michael James Laird
infuse their discourse
with enough passion,
humor and charm to
keep the audience
transfixed throughout
the performance.

of aft ideallst who never learned to
have fun. This inability to laugh at
the world is Honeyman's tragic flaw.

An even sadder casc is that of Bot-
vinalk, the charmer who scems to
take nothing serjously. His flaw is
the inablllty to see truc hope In the
world. Perhaps the two men are me-
taphors for thelr respective cultures.

As usual, Meadow Brock has done
a flne Job with the technlcal aspects
of the play, The sct Is a simple but
beautlfl knoll in the woods. Fer
:‘ncn, it docs not overwhelm the ae-
on,

Many playgoers wltl miss “A Walk
in the Woods,” thinking cither,
“talky two-person plays are a bore,”
or, “what could be duller than a play
about arms control?” These people
will make a blg mistake.

Mark S, Carley is active inlocal
ity theater, both onstage

AL (his point the audlence might
think It Is wilnessing yet another
antl-American dlatribe — the para-
noid, hawklsh Amerlcan refusing all
peace lr:!!latlves from the amiable

corps. John
(l.aird) Is a young Amerlcan hotshot
leading his first negotiating team.
In order to escape the pressures

and Soviet. But “A
\Valk in the Woods” is not a political
statement of this or any other kind,
Rn(hcr. 1t {s an exploration of human

and of the
table, the two take rcgular walks
through the pleturesque woods sur-
rounding Geneva, Switzerland.
Botvinnik ls amtable, glib and ut-
terly charming. He s known In dip-
lomatic cireles for having 100 dlffer-
ent, equally pleasant ways of saying
“no.” Beer's pertrayal of the grand-
fatherly Russlan s magnlficent. He
exudes warmth, humer and compas-
slon for bath his own character and
{or the American.

JOIN llONEYMAN is de:ldly se-
hy and

ond how they might
evolve between lwo men who feel
that the fate of the world rests on
thelr ability to work with each other.

Each character Is far more com-
plex than he orlginally Indicates. As
the play progresses we dlscover that
Botvinnik, for all his charm, is at

and behind the scenes. He is o
member of the Birmingham Vii-
tage Players and Ridgedale Play-
ersin Troy.

DINING & ENTERTAINMENT

Arthur Beer (left) is the Russion and Miohael
James Laird is the American in “A Walk in the

heart a cynical and
man. He harbors no real hope for
progress In arms control. To him the
objective [s not the quest for peace
but “the quest for lhe appearance of
the qulst for peace.”

the un-

rious,
pw!nrully cager to dn well In his (llsl
negotlation, Lalrd’s performance, es-
pecially in the opening scene, is In-
tense to the point of being distract-
ing. He scems almost unbelicvably
unpotlshed and nalve In his zeal,

When Botvinnik flrst Envites him
for a walk In the woods, Honeyman
assumes that a secret proposal will
be presented. When the Russian in-
stead suggests that they relax, enjoy
nature and develop a [rlendship,
Honcyman pulls back, shocked at the
unprofessional idea that a personal
relationship might evolve between
negottating adversaries.

plcasan! zcaln! is truby sincere in his
belief that a lasting peace can be
found, His frustration with obstruc-
tions, both from the Sovicts and
{from his own government, drive him
to the brink of collapse. His rage cif-
maxes In an excrutiatingly funny de-
seription of his near-arrest by a local
constable for throwlng a gum
wrapper on the ground.

THROUGH THE COURSE of the
play, Laird does a masterful job of
swinging audience empathy his way.
He does this with a courageously
honest portrayal of the frustrations
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SOMERSE
SUNDAY CONCER! SARIES February | 1

HUBIE CRAWFORD - Bass
Don Barr. Gunae

2:00 Pivi to 4:00 PM
Open 1o the public
at no charge

SOMERSET MALL

Woods,” dramn abom a mecting between two
diplomats.

ReN<E+ST+0-S
At * Halider » Cocuurtny * Joze:

featuring

AUTHENTIC ITALIAN CUISINE
in a warm country setting

SUNDAY

WEDNESDAY NITES
Gary Rose &
Golden Strings

113m-2 pm

Banquet Facilities Available

41661 PLYMOUTH ROAD
. of Haggerty
(formerly Hillside)

Do it for someone
you love..,

Stop smoking

AMFRICAN LUNG

Men. if you're about to turn 18, it's

time to register with Sutective Service

at any U.S, Post Office. It's quick. It's easy.
And it's the law, °

Luncheons « Dinners

Szechuan and Mandarin
Open 7 days a Week

Mon.-Thurs, 11 AM-10 PM « Friday 11 AM-11 PM
Satl. 12-11 PM « Sunday 12-10 PM

SUN. Felr, lll:i::;ﬂh:gg‘::’-' « Tho Latestin Golf
Soto i ewten ‘Gif..aﬁii’iin"i?.."""“’m
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Pearl’s &
Gardemn

Serving tha Finest in
Chinese & American Cuisine

« Carry Out Orders

469 S. Woodward + Birmingham —_
% 644-2913 K@

,\_.o

4 FEBRUARY - "THEY'RE
(Hod

4 MARCH - "LITTLE
(P Bo:

9:00 pm - Show Time

WED. -

Southfield
?’J’ {1 PERFORMING ARTS

Center, Inc.
THEATER & FINE DINING

COMPLETE BROADWAY PRODUCTIONS
FRIDAY & SATURDAY EVENINGS

* SPECIAL OVERNIGHT PACKAGE
PLAYING OUR SONG™
Semon)

MARY SUNSHINE~
1900

6:00 pm « Cocktails at cash bar
and complimentary hors d'ocuvres
7:30 pm - Dinner Served - Cholce of Entree

$12.00 per person - Show Only ($15.00 preferred seating)
$26.00* per person * Dinner & Show

$39.00°* Overnight Accommedations {only with tickets)
*Tax 2nd gratulty [neluded, does not nclude aleohol

**Based on doubls peeupancy, does not include tax

CALL FOR RESERVATIONS: 557-4800 oxt, 2242

YESTERDAYS NIGHTCLUB LIVE BANDS
SAT. 8:30 TIL LATE

DAYS HOTEL
12017 Vet Nve Mis food
Loutnieid, M1AN7S

&

5 GOOD REASONS
WHY YOU SHOULD EAT AT
TRINI & CARMENS

1. Serving this area for 25 years. We are now serving the
children and grandchitdren of our earliest customers.

2. Knowledgeable people who know Mexican food eat here.

3. We were the lirst with our own style Nacho - and copied
by many.

4. Independent and family owned.

5. We have recenity remodeled and expanded and added
more llems to our meny.

TRINI & CARMENS

ANN ARBOR WATERFORD
50 N. Terrilorlal 1715 Telegraph
665-3967 332-6851
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A HIGH-TECH ADVENTURE

Be A Hero!
Spend a day with the family Visit their secret realm Feb, |
exploring the seience behind to Apr. 30 a1 5020 John R
Superman, Batman, Wonder in the Cultaral Cente:
Woman, Spider-Man, -
the Hulk and morc

ATTHESup DETROIT SCIENCE CENTER

ENTER

Getin Froo!

by: Ulﬁ% L% Mombers

IT'S BERKSHIRE MADNESS!
at the BERKSHIRE HOTEL

The Betkshite Hotol i proud o present
a senes of Murder Mystery/Dinnet the-
ater packages,

Tl\u Pnck.lqu wcludes ma lullu
wses, Hats d 4

*Late che up:r:mm
BERKSHIRE MADNESS PACKAGE PER COUPLE

* One Night - $149.50 1ax mclided
* Two Nigtus « $162.60 1ax included

AT par
L UDNTSS (Fowt Fobsm a1, YOI €hanCe 10 becGine & e ol it

NOW PLAYING FEB. 10th, 17th & 24th

CALL
356-4333
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Bring Your Valentine
0 the

HAMPTON INN
For A

Ronxan

27500 Northwestern Hwy., Southficld

ENJOY:

* Deluxe Room Accommodations

¢ Complimentary Continental Breakfast

* Use Of Our Indoor Pool, Whirlpool, and
reise Room
*» Complimentary Showtime

dirst ewn isies available ar ackdinmnal «laege
FOR A SWEETHEART ~ § 4
SPECIAL OF .um "
Avatilable: February 9-10 or February 1617, 1990
Advance sesenations necessiey
sthaed on v adablity (st be 21 Searoad s

o Chbier Thacounts Appl
Please CALL Hi A56-5500 Direet For Reservttions

\AAAAAAAAAAAA AL 1)

MENTION THIS AD

AR I R R R R R R B I I B e I B B B )

@
v
4
@
@
9
¥
¥
v
A4
?
4
A4
A4
A4
4
A4
4
A4
v
?
?




