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Environmental group celebrates 20 years

By Holan Nismiec
stoff wrltar

:Twenty years ago disposable di-
apers were the rage, more and more
grocery slores were abandonlng
brown paper bags for lightweight
plastic and an increasing number of
pople were having central air con-
ditioning installed in their homes.

-The year 1970 also marked the
férmation of the Kast Michigan Fn-
vironmental Action Council,

- Marking its 201h anniversary this
year, the group reminds people in-
t¢rested in saving the environmuent
that plastic diapers are cluttering
landfills, plastic bags don't biode-
giade and that the chlorafluorecar-
bons in air conditioning are destroy-
ing the carth’s atmosphere.

.Unlike two decades ago, a greater
mpajority of people are aware of the
eavirommnent and realize that it is a
valuable ~- and Hmited — resource,
according to Elizabeth Harris, exec-
utive director of the group.

INTEREST IN environmental is-
sucs has been growing every year,
Harris explained, but interest has
skyrocketed because of \wo events
~ the drought of 1988 when people
began taking the warming of the
earth serlously and the Exxon Val-
dez oil spill, beeause people saw the
ruined shorelines and animals dying.

“Peaple here realize that we have
a problem,” Harris . “People are
heginning to see that they have a
rale in this.”

Membership in the Bloomfield
Township-based organization  has
been growing over the past few
3

Calls have been coming in steadily
since mid-December, The non-profit
agency this year seld holiday cards
made with recyclable paper, which
has prumnpted calls fram the card re-
cipients

“As soan as people find out that
there is a local group, they cal), Peo-
ple want to be involved and they
want to help,” Narris said.

The staff of three part-time and
one full-time employee concentrates
on answering calls from interested
penple, lobbying local, state and re-
rional Jawmaking bodies and en-
couraging small businesses 10 be
more environmentally aware by re-
eycling.

TUE STAFF currently is busy
planning events for the year, which
will highlight the group’s 20th anni-
versary celebration. The first is a pl-
.|no concert fund-ralser Friday, Feb.

9 at Qakland Community Ci
Rayal Oak campus. An April 22nd
wulk held in conjunction with West
Bloomficld's Half Marathon will
benefit EMEAC. The other is a day-
long conference on Earth Day, April
7,

The werkshop tople hasn't been
decided yet. Last year's featured a
representative from the Department
of Natural Resources, & business at.
torney and a local government rep-
resentative discussing how coviron-
ment-saving rules affect business
and munlcipalities.

1'd like the membership to grow
exponentially. In addition to the fi-
nancial streagth, it gives us the op-
portunity to affer more programs.
And we would have a stronger voice
in Laasing to belter sepresent envi-

Daily tasks
can protect
environment

By Helon Nlomioc
stalf writer

Consumers can do a myriad of
things in their daily lives to reduce
the amount of garbage and canserve
energy in an effort to protect the en-
vironment.

The East

‘Diapers are a
substantial amount of
the materials at
landiills. They're not a
necesslly. They are a

Envir
Actlon Councll soon will publish a
list of suggestions, anwcrlng ques-
tions that group oiten is asked by the
public.

“Cansumers have to be carcful be-
cause some products are labeled
Diodegradable when they're really
not,” sald Elizabeth Harris, execu-
tive director.

One grocery chain is using plastic
bags that state that they degrade in
sunlight,

“But people who are conservatian-
consclous aren't golng 10 throw it on
a highway or someplace else where
it will get the constant sunlight to
degrade,” she sald.

Recyeling centers, like the 24-hour
Birmingham Recycling Center on
Eton and Holland, accepts newspa-
pers, glass, metals and 2luminum.
‘The materials can be reused rather
than being dumped at a landfill,
Harris said.

Other suggestions given are:

¢ Don't use disposable dinpers,
apting for cloth or contracting a di-
aper service.

“Dlapers are a substantial amount
of the materials at landfills,” Harels
said. “They're not a necessity, They
are a convenlence, but there Is a se-
rious environmental trade off.”

® Reuse shopplng bags. Elther
reuse plastlc bags or invest in a
targe cloth bag or satchel for carry-
ing grocerics, The plastle bags do
not blodegrade.

® Turn down the (bermostat In
the winter to conserve natural gas.

® Turn up (be thermostat in the
summer 10 reduce use of air condi-
tioners In the home. The coolanlnln

con , but there
is a serious
environmental trade
oft.’
— Elizabeth Harris
EMEAC executive director

rather than colored models. When
the colored appliances sit In a land-
filt, the paint breaks down releasing
heavy metal contaminants. Ground-
water can be affected from appli-
ances in landillls.

1t the appliances are burned at a
dump site, the heavy metals become
a part of the air.

® Safely dispase of air condltlan-
crs and refrigerators to ensure that
the chlorofluorocarbons used in the
cooling systems are not released into
the atmosphere 1o ruin the azone lay-
er.

® Recyele batterles rather than
throw them out In the trash because
the lead and cadmium in the batter-
ies can contaminate soil and ground-
water. Batteries can be turned in at
any recycling eenter.

“Try not to usc items that require
batterles, And if they do, use the re-
chargables instead,” Harris recom-
mended.

® Wrlte to manufacturcrs if a
product is packaged In an environ-
mentally poor way. Peanut butter
had been In recyclable glass jars un-
til just recently, when all companies
switched to plastle containers, Pur-
chase beverages tn glass containers
rather than tn plastic botties.

“Organize letter writing cam-
paigns becavse if there are enough

ale s releases chl
orocarbons Inte the atmosphere,
damaging the ozone. The same is
true for car air condltioners.

letters, arc going to
listen,” Harris sald.

© Avold unnccessary driving to
reduce aulo exhaust emissions that
harm the

# Purchase  white

Bloodmobiles

‘The Amerlcan Red Cross Is expe-
riencing a drop In collections as a
result of several large bloodmobile
cancellations. Recent plant clos-
Ings are leaving bloodmobiles idle
durlng a very critical period. In-
ventory of types O positlve and ©
negatlve blood are at crltical lev-
els.

The Bloomficld Donor Center,
2388 Franklln Road, corner of

uare Lake and Tclegraph roads
in Bloomficld Hills, is open to glve
blood from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Mon-
days and Fridays, from 2 -8 pm.
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thurs-
days and from 9 2.m. (0 2 p.m. Sat-
urdays, Call 494-2600.

‘In” addition, Bloodmobile loca-
tiona In this arca of Oakland Coun-
ty for the month of February are:

‘Monday, Feb. 12, 2-8 p.m., Bir-
mingham Unitarian Church, 651 N.

all over county

Woodward, Bloomfleld Hills. For
Information, call Pam Forsythe,
647-2380.

Monday, Feb. 12, 10 am. to 4
p.m., Oakland Community College,
Auburn Hitls Campus, 2900 Feath-
crstone, Aubura Hills, For informa-
tlon, call Sylvia Berggruenn, 967-
5

757,

Friday, Feb. 16, 28 pm.,
Knights of Columbus, 21900
Mlddlebett, Farmington Hills, For
information, call Earl Gilbert, 477-
8110,

Sunday, Feb, 16, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
St. John Fisher Chapel, 3665 Wi
ton Blvd., Auburn Hlils, For Infor-
matlon, call Bob Treppa, 373-4229.

Monday, Feb. 19, 2.8 pm., Ro-
chester Hills Baptist Church, 3300
S. Livernols, Rochester, For Infor-
matlen, eall John Bradlord, 852

38A2,

ronmentad issues,” Harris said.

Ih are $20 per year, The group
meets the second Tuesday of vach
month (except in July, August and
December) at its effice located at
Nativity Episcopal Church, 21200 W,
14 Mile, in Bloomficld Townshlp.

MORE VOLUNTEERS is a part
of Harris' “wish 1ist” for the group's
20th annjversary. People are needed
lur everything from an ongoing

1976, louking for & broadbased envi-
ronmental group, Her first concern
was the chemical PBB found in
dairy products, us her 2-ycar-old was
ing a fair amount of milk

p project to
Mllands research to performing
clerica) duties at the office.

Harris first Joined EMEAC in

every day.
Seven years of volunteering led to
a stalf position in 1983. She became

dircctor in 1987,

“What we are trying to stress Is
that the solution to the problem
doe

‘t lie in technological discaver- .
Harris said, “The solution is

participation by everyone. As con- -

sumers go, we can doa lot."”
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EMEAC's

in recycling which has the center open un a daily drive-in basis.
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Elizabeth Harris (left) and Birmingham Recycling Center's Elaine Morse are both happy over the growing inlerest

CLEARANLCE PRICES HAVE BEEN
MARKED ON PRICE TAGS. THE
BLACK AND GREEN SIGNS
THROUGHOUT THE STORE
ANNOUNCE MERCHANDISE
INCLUDED N “THE CLEARANCE?

OUR CLEARANCE PRICES ARE MARKED EVEN LOWER
| 50% AND MORE OFF ORIGINAL PRICES
' ON SELECTED FALL AND WINTER FASHIONS

CLEARANCE REFUND POLICY; Relunds cannol
be gives Lor the dtfarvacy between the pricy
You pay for 8 clasrarca rtem and tha ptics

that map ressX from swsssvent v
[Clearance hems are designated by 7¢ anding)
As in wor mmal puticy. i you ars distatitfd
with your purchas, you mey esturn b for &

{all retend of yoor purchata prica.
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