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Linda Luther was shocked when
she learned that her sixth-grade san,
a student al Walled Lake Elementa-
ry School, would be taught to shoot a
.22-caliber rifle next month,

“I couldn't belleve it,” she sald
Fuesday. “I was horrified.”

Although Luther knew she had the
optlon of pulling her son from the
sixth-grade firearms safcty program
at the Walled Lake Outdoor Educa-
tlon Center in Milford, she hesitated,

“I hate to put him on the spot like
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that with the other students. I don’t
want to pull him out of the pro-
gram,” she sald. “Most parents seem
to think it's OK.*

So Luther, who also has a sccond-
grader enrolted In the Walled Lake
district, which includes northwest
Farmington Hills, declded to object
to the firearms program by sending
a letter to schools Superintendent

James Gelsler.

It won't be the first objection he
has heard about the program that
was started in the 1950s as a way to
teach firearms safety (o students in
the historlcally rural school district.

School officials have stressed that
the program is not intended to pro-
mote violence.

However, that didn't stop an earli-

er lawsuit that parents filed in Ouk-
land County Circuit Ceurt to chal-
lenge the firearms program, though
the suit was dropped last year after
school officinls addressed some par-
ent concerns.

For example, fircarms instructors
now must recelve state certlfication,
and students discharging the rifles
must wear safety glasses and other
prolective gear.

However, parent Sam Holcman,
among those who apposed the pro-
gram, declared even after the law.
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suit was dropped that questions re-
mained about the program’s educa-
tional value and its “psychological
aspects.”

Holcman eriticized school officials
for failing to address those concerns
and vowed that pareats wauld begin
putting political pressure on school
board members 10 justify the pro-
gram.

Holcman reiterated Tuesday that,
although the lawsuit has been
dropped, the issue is “far from being
settled.”
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Holeman plans to ask Walled Lake
school officials 10 put the fircarms
program on an upcoming school
board agenda for discussion, at
which time he plans to restate his
concerns.

Luther, meanwhile, said she
plunned to contact Holeman and
other parents who have fought the
program in the past. Luther said she
“couldn’t fathom” a firearms pro-
gram in Detrolt public schools, and
she questioned why suburban schools
would tell children not to be violent,
yet teach them to shoot rifles.

SFA’s President’s Day
Sale and Savings Event.

Starting today, take advantage of outstanding savings and values during
SFAs greatest President’s Day sale ever. Come in early for the best selection.
And see for yourself why there’s no sale like a Saks sale.

SFA’s Real
Clothes’ Sale
His and Hers
Sweats,
90 Fach.

s

*g Originally*
WS#5 and $55 each.
Saks’ exclusive Real
Clothes collection of
cotton sweatshirts,
pants, and more, all
in an assortment of
favorite colors and
full range of sizes.
Men's and Women's
Real Clothes.

Our Exclusive

Handbags,
Now 49.90
and 99.90.

Originally*

$75 and *165.
The handiag classics
voull find unly at Saks.
Fine quality designs in
a variety of colors,
many with quilted
detaiting and leather
laced chain straps.
Handbags

SFA's
Passport
Shirt
Collection

Now 29.90.
Originally* $50.
Save on SFXs exclusive
collection of men’s
dress shirts, designed
with European-inspired -
patterns and collars.
All of fine quality
cotton, in a fulf range
of men sizes.

The Men’s Store.

Our Exclusive
Leather Skirt, )
Now 1719.90.

Originally* $350.
Fine quality leather—
great style, at a great
sale price. Our own
black elasticavaist skirt
with side pockets, for
sizes S,M,L.

teathers and Suedes.

*There may have been intermediate price reductions on some items prior to this clearance sale; limited selection avaitable,
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There’s no sale like a Saks sale.

Somerset Mall, Big Beaver at Coolidge, Troy: Open weekdays from 10 am to 9 pmy; Saturday il 6 pm; Sunday, 12 to 5:30 pm
fairlane Town Center, Dearborn, Open weekdays from 10 am to 9 pm; Saturday il 7 pm; Sunday, 12 to 6 pm.




