National builder show previews '90s

By Lisn Brody
speclal wrller

Where would you look for the most-innovative building
products? If you're one of the nation's 60,000 kome buitd-
18, you'd look to the National Association of Home Bulld-
er's Show held in Atlanta last month.

Exhibitors from around the world filted more than
409,000 square feet with products created to dazzle the eye
and case everyday life.

Traditionally clegant design and decor are rapidly re.
placing the minimalism and country Victortan looks of the
'80s. Products for every area of the house, from entry
doors to cabinets, faucets to fixtures, scem to reflect a
respect for consumer needs and tastes,

Delta Faucets is a case in point. New kltchen and bath
{aucets have a European look, with sleck, high spouts and a
variety of bright colors, “We're offering an enhancement of
style with Delta’s traditional mechanisms,” said R.C. Walk-
er, directer of product planning.

Delta is featuring pressure-balanced valves in its shower
faucets, which have two controls, one for volume of water,
the ather for temperature. With a diverter in the spout,
these faucets also are water savers. Pressure-batanced
valves, also offered by Moen and Grohe America, allow a
bather 10 select the water temperature accurately 1o with.
in one degree Fahrenheit, to ten off the shower and 1o turn
it back on at the exact temperature and volume.

In addition to the thermostatic contro), the valves pre-
vent temperature shocks that often result from sudden
changes in hot or cold water pressure. Grohe's medel can

supply enough water to simultancously turn a shower head,
4 personal hand shower and body sprays white maintaining
a specific water water temperature.

"PRESSURE-BALANCED valves will be required in
hew honies and certalnly multifamily construction by the
cnd of the century,” said Roger Garrison, Moen field sales
manager.

Kitchen were also home to innovations at the show, In.
duction cooktops arc the newest development in stovetop
cooking and are featured by GE, Whirlpool and Jenn-Aire.
It s a glass ceramic heating surface that works on magnet.
ic encrgy. There is no heat from the surface because it uses
metal, cast iron or stainless steel cookware as a heating
clement,

Cooking ts quick and so is cleanup. Pot boil ever? Glass
cleaner and a cloth will take care of it.

“When it cools, you can use it as an extra counter space,”
points out Debbie Earle of Whirtpool.

Other new appliance features include refrigerator take-
out counters, which are small doars that provide easy ac-
cess to cold beverages and snacks without opening the re-
frigerator’s main door. These are offered by GE and Hot-
pointe. GE has also developed small refrigerator bins that
can go directly from the refrigerator te the microwa*c and
then to the dishwasher

Grohe America, a maker of premium faucets, has intro.
duced the Ladylux, which makes cleanup if not a brecze,
then less of a hasste. The Ladylux's spout is interchange-
able with severa) tools.

The water flow can be changed to a push-locked spray;
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e spout can be remaved and a food scraper, spray brush
for delicate china and erystal, or a filter can be added.

ally becomes an appliance, just like a dishwasher N, ,
id A) PeGenava at Geohe. — Oxbow
» THE maker of bathroom products, displayed y
sinks featuring artists’ original designs. They range CO ur[ } a rd

cobalt blue on white Delft floral pattern to a bright
spired dusign to a 19th century European botani-
ca) to a stark 20th century black/gray/white design.
Matching ceramic tiles and accessorles are avajlable,

The cempany also is promoting a new Overture whirl-
pool that is intended as an affordable step up from a bath-
tub in new construction. Constructed of a composite mate-
rial that is lightwelght and easy to install, it comes in sev-
erad colors and can accommodate two persons.

“We're aow saying, *Here, look, this has Kohler styling at
a moderale price,” " said Nancy Deptalla, Kohler manager
of public relations,

Kohler is also building a line of barrier-free shawers and
haths that come with a seat, grip and rail baes, and hand-
field shower sprays. The units are set tower into the floor
Jor casicr aceess.
chkey children were in mind when Schlage Lock Co.
developed a keyless lock system.

“A lot of the people we are selling it 10 are parents who
bolh work, and the kids keep Josing their keys,” said Jerry
Tuft of Schlage.

The lock is both a deadbolt and a latch connected with
infrared sensors. The code [s set inside and the door is
unlocked from the outside by turning the doorknob 10 the
code as you would a combination lock.
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