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2 Hills houses granted status as historic sites ;

Two Farmington Hills houses have
been listed [n the State Register of
Flistoric Sites.

The Frank Stecle House is at
35810 11 Mile. The Edward &, Beals
House Is at 31805 {ond,

The Frank Stecle Huuse is a single
story, side-gabled dwelling crected
{from ficldstone with shingle cladd.
ing in ilts gables. The roof pitch
changes at the junction with the full-
width front and rear po
roof plane is broken by 4 massive
front-gabled dormer and exicrior
stone chimney.

The facade is composed of three
fieldstone piers that mark the transi-
tion from & karge integrated corner
entry poreh to a sun room displaying
a bank of faur multiple-over-single
lighted sash.

The east elevation's visua) interest
is supplied by a sleeping porch
mounied upon two massive field.
stone pillars. The gable’s wide caves
are supported by large Craftsman
brackets.

The original shingle cladding has
been sheathed in aluminum siding
and the rear porch has been en.
closed. A side-gabled two-bay de-
tached garage was built of tieldstone
to complement the house.
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THE FRANK Steele House was
built in 1920 by Farmington contrac-
tor Amos Otis, awisted by Fred
Schampeter, who laid the stonework.
Stones employed in construction
were gathered from the Steele farm.

The house was built for Frank
Steele, 2 descendant of Edward
Steele, one of Farmington’s first set-

ters, who patented the dand in 1824,
te opened the first geist mitl in
arminglon arca at a locus that
v into the village of Sleepy Hol-
low, which was in existence from
1825 until the 1930s,

Erank Steele tavght in the Detroit
Public Schools for nearly 50 years
amd served as @ justice of the peace
and a member of \he Farmington
‘Township board. The house remains
in the family’s possession today.

“The Frank Steele House is an ex-
cellent vernacular expression of the
bungalow type displaying Craftsman
style references and an unusual
mude of construction.

"It i wted with one of the
plonecr families of the Farmington
@ and is one of the few homes of

1 e in Farmington Hills,

"It alsoe represents an Inittal ex-
pansion into the suburban Detroit
area by professionals who commut-
ed daily 10 wark in the city," said
Martha Bigelow, director, Michigan
Bureau of History and executive see-
retary, Michigan Historical Commis.
sion.

THE EDWARD E. Beals House is
a single-story, side-gabled, residence
clad in stucco, Jt Seatures a promi-
neat cross-gabled bay complement.
ed by a weatherboard-clad gabled
dormer.

The steeply pitched roof is broken
by an enlry vestibule with round
arch doar, set at an angle acress the
ell formed by the junction of the
cross-gabled bay with the main body
of the dwelling. The arrangement of
windows and doors is asymmnetrical
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The Frank Steele House is at 356810 11 Mile.

and varied in size and shape, and is
composed of multi-pane glazing.

The stucco and decorative half-
timbering combine with a store cx-
terior chimney, rather rarce false
thatched roof, and an irregular sil-
hauette to create a picturesque ex-
ample of the Tudor Revival style.

The wall cladding and roof treat-
ment is repeated in the house’s com-
plementing detached garage.

THE BEALS hause Is one of sever-
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ity subdivision, the Gaklands, one of
the first designed to reflect the
growing jimpact of the autemobile in
urban life. The taster plan included
a schoot and golf caurse,

The Edward Beals house was

BOB SKLAR

The Edward E. Beals House is at 31805 Bond.

ington and Emily Bulterfictd, one of
the firsl womnan architects licensed
to praclice in Michigan.

The Great Depression resulted in
cancellation of further development
of the subdivision, which reverted to

expanses of farmland interrupled hy ¢
a few scattered houses until the tract *
was redeveloped during the 1950s,

The State Register was establish-
ed in 1955 to recognize historic sites -
in Michigan

erected in 1925 for the presidi
the Great Lakes Land Corp., which
was developing the new subdivision,
The architects for the carporation,
subdivision and this house were the
Detroit firm of Butterfield and
Rutterfield, composed of Wells T.
Butterficld, the first mayor of Farm-
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CENTER ELECTRIC

Fixtures for light. Light for you.

t .
14501 West Eight Mile Road « 312-3200
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ur light be the way you want it to be. Tell us how you fect about light.
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