Get a decorator look without t

{AP) — Decorating a home costs
so much these days, If only a decora.
tor would explain to the do-it-your.
selfer where it is safe to cut corners
and where it isn't,

With this in mind, we asked deco-
rating authority Mary Gilliaw for
some hints on huw to cconomize and
| create an attractive hame.

s very important that the
framuwork of a room be right,” says
Gilliatt, whose books include *“Deco-

ating on the Ch " By frumewaork,
she means walls, floor, celling and
windaws.

Walls, she says, are among a
room’s most noticeable points, so
start with good paint, Cheap paint
will flake off and you'll have to redo

ta {or another dark color) will look
more elegant, ¢ ally if you have
white wandworl

One of the more expensive paint
Jobs these days iavolves applying a
faux finish, such as glazing, trompe
Toel) or ragging. Gilliate says to get
the louk without the expense, hang
one of the newer faux Hnish walleov-
erings and then apply a coat of semi-
Rloss polyurethane  with roller or
brush. This will make it Jook more
like an expensive painted hoish and
will he caster to clean

ANOTHER IDEA for walls is to
use borders to finish off the room
Choose a nacrow border for just
above the baseboard. Use botders to

1ng below it

Saving money by cutting corners
on quality 1s false economy, accord-
ingt to Gillialt, especially where com-
fort 1» voneerned. She counts mat-
teesses and chairs and  carpeung
used in high traffic ar amnng
Jurnishings that wil) repay you tur
chousing good quality.

“Iat the goud carpet where it wil)
£et the hardest use — 1a ballways
and foys e says, but in a bed-
raam, where theee's much less wear,
choose er quality if necessary.
Also, shup the sates

You can also save by choosing @
less expensive tloor covering such as

matting or sap rugs, by teaving the
floors hare or by painting them.

When shopping for dining room
furnitare, you can save money on a
tahle, which is usually covered with
a cloth any! hut reward yourself
and your guests with comfortable
chairs, says Gilliatt,

With window treatments, remem-
her that draperies should be lined to
lovk good -+ an expensive proposi-
Lot no matter the Lype of fabric. $
if you want 10 save money, us i3
expensive trestment such as che
stick bhinds or miniblinds. To lend
these basie window coverings seme
distinetion, spray paint a design on
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the matehsticks or palnt them an une
usual color to coordinate with your
room.,

THOSE WITH woodworking skills,
or who have access to someone with
1he skills, can frame windows with
2-by-4 lumber and build a window
seat for u custom look that's inex-
pensive,

Some Gilliatt quick tips to make
any room look better:

® Place interesting house plants
the room.

® Buy several inexpensive
uplights and place them behind the
plams and furniture. “This wil!

he expense

make any room look vnormously
tore expensive,” she says.

® Disgulse or minimize thread-
bare sofas and chairs with a picce of
old fabric, such as a shaw), draped
across the scat back.

® Paint a floor in a checkerboard
pattern using two of your favorite
colors already in the room.

® Paint furniture you find in see-
ond-hand stores bright colors. You
cun use & mix of colors on the same
picee or paint side chairs cach a dif-
ferent color.

a neutral (Gilliatt
prefers white) @nd make the entire
reom different shades of that color.

" the job, so you won't save in the long

imitate a dado or chair

X adds arehitectural eharactey ,
'j)'uoplu tend to paint the room  dado or chair rail can be added with
white when they don’t have much o ready-made malding. Paint walls roawas

spend,” Gilliaw says,
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