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ton - | Sewer b@nd vote expected this spring

By Casoy Hans
staff writer

The Farmington City Council Is expected to-
night 1o call for a speclal bond election to ask
volers pay to $11.2 miilion for a sewer separa-
tion profect already approved by the councll.

11 approved, the bond electlon would likely
be this spring.

The project is expected to cost every hotise-
hold mare than $100 a year,

“It's something we have to do — we just
have to decide how to do the project," said
Mayor Shirley Richardsen, “We feel our resi-
dents should be given an opportunity to tell us
how ta pay for it. It's going to be their chalce,”

will separate older, combined sewers, Improve
other parts of the sewer system clitywide and
bulld a retention tank to hold sewage untll it
can be sent to Detroit for (reatment, It Is ex-
pected to take 1% years to complete.

— not whethier, If bonds are not approved, con-
sumer water and scwer rates wil! risc. “Not
doing the project s not an option,” city mana-
ger Rebert Deadman said,

will cost each houschold $120 to $212 per year

SCHEDULED TO start this fall, the project @ Whether the city reccives a low-interest
loan from the statc, or

# How much water cach houschold uses if
the bonds are not approved and a user fee is
tacked onto water and sewer rates.

A PUBLIC hearing for the project has been
schedoled for 8 p.m. March 6. The project

plans can be reviewed at the eity manager's
omcc. city clerk’s counter and at the Farming.
ton branch of the Farmington Community Li-
brary prior to the hearing.

At the hearing, city englneers will offer de-

Voter wlll decide how to pay for the project

‘The project, the largest In the city’s history,

the project is all about,” Rtichardson said.

When engineering plans were reviewed last
fall, the estimated cost was $9.6 milllon, But a
detailed review of the system showed Ihe city
would have to move the sewage relention tank
amd add an odor contre) system, which in-
cressed the co

1f the city waits for a federally mandated
plan, the §11.2 million for sewer separation
could more than triple, Deadman said.

ALTHOUGYH SOME sewers in the city are
¥ scparated, the combined area he-
s a citywide problem because sewage and

for the next 20 years depending on:

volers,

@ Whether the sale of bonds is appraved by

tatls about the project and its effect.
"It Is going to lnconvenicnce a number of
our citizens. We want them to understand what

storm water from those areas flow into the
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alte
- - Farmington Publlc. Schooh
. adminlstrators deem it
: nccessary to complet
- constructlon by falL..
" - Although offielals betleve af -
* Aug. 17 completion date will be
met, some coastruction time *
was lost during exceptionally .
* cold days In December, i
The school board is mcelvlng
ar progress updates on the.
new westsideschoolon11 .
Mile, between Draku and
Halsted.

Local‘ man
hurt when
sign falls

By Joo Bouman
stalf writer

A Farmiogton man ana his female
passenger were injured Friday when
their car struck a sign that fell from
a support pole on the Southficld
Freeway in Dearborn.

A 41-year-old Delroit woman was
killed in the same accident when the
slgn crushed the top of the car in
which she was riding.

Dearborn police refused to identi-
fy the 22-year-old Farmington man
who was driving the second vehicle,
or his passenger, a 22-year-old
Southgate woman,

The man was taken to Garden City
Hospital where he was treated and
released later that night. His passen-
ger was taken to Oakwood Hospital
where she was reported in stadle
condition Sunday.

Larry Topik, 42, of Westland, said
e plans 1o file a lawsuit agalnst the
state Department of Transporiation

Hits tree

to force the agency to make safety
improvenients.

Topik was driving when the road
sign crashed on top of the car, Kllling
his ex-wife, Martha Topik of Detrait.
He was unhurt,
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Mike Liess of Hadleys Towing and Recovery litts a Guardian
Armored Security truck from the embankment near the Valley
View Condominiums on Grand River in Far

after it

swerved to avold o snowbank Thursday morning. Police spent
a lot of time during last week’s storm helping drivers get their
out of ditches and clogged driveways.

RAMDY BORST/31att photographer

Cops’ search was proper — court

By Tim Richoard
statt writer

cd, the police officers were empawered to conduct
@ warrantless search of the entlre passenger com-

THE APPEALS judges — Maureen P. Reilly,
Walter P. Cynar and Thomas M. Burns — upheld

The state Court of Appeals ruled two Farming-
ton Hills police officers conducted a proper
scarch of Fran Sinlstaj's car on March 30, 1986
when they found a plstol, cecalne and alcohal.

The panel last week upheld Sinlstaj's conviction
and Oakland Circuit Judge Richard Kuhn's scn-
tencing of 10 to 20 ycars In prison for cocaine
possession and three to five years on the weapan
charge.

“Onee defendant and hls passenger were arrest.

partment of s car and any
found in the compartment,” said the appeals
court.

As for the scarch of the trunk, where cificers
Brad Schwartz and Ed Woznlak found a brown
box with 108 grams of cocalne and a package of
baking soda, the court sald: “{A) pollce offleer
who has probable cause to believe there Is contra.
band somewhere in the automoblle may search

Kubn's 10-year sentence.

Sinlstaj satd the Legislature reduced the mini-
mum term {or the cocaine charge to flve years on
March 30, 1988. That was two years after the
crime but prior (o the sentencing. The appeals
court, however, said, “Generally a criminal de.
fendant Is sentenced according lo the statute in
force at the time he committed the crime. . . An
amendment Lo a criminal statute which concerns

or is not retroactive.”

Please turn to Page 4

Bars,
eateries
oppose
sting

By Jonnsto Maliszowski
statt wriler

Bob Matley and John Teets want
the Farmington Hills police under-
iquor law crackdowns halted.
rather have an officer drop
by establishments unexpectedly to
carg patrons for underage drinkang.
But they're not going to get their
way.

\uu keep sending the minors in.
Instead of setting us up, send in a
patrolman, a plainclothes man, to
card everyone, We just want you to
be falr with us,” Marmaduke's Tav-
ern owner Robert Matley said.

But Farmington Hitls officials are
going to make things even tougher
for the city's 83 liquor licensces by
revoking linuor licenses when neces.
sary.

That authority is in an ordinance
introduced Monday, Feb. 12 The or-
dinance Is part of an aggressive ef-
fort to crackdowr on sales to minors.
The ordinance is cxpected to be
adopted at tonight’s 7:30 meeting.

Although licensees are concerned
about the ordinance, their com-
platnts alse concern the police de-
partment’s undercover use of cadets
to crackdown on the sale of liquor to
minors. They also believe penalties
against minors attempting to buy
should be stiffened. The state's Jegal
drinking age is 21.

BUT FARMINGTON Hills police
Chief William Dwyer has no inten-
tion of stopping the undercover
stings or sending officers into estah-
Jishments without notice to check for
sales to minors,

"I take offcnse to anyone suggest-
Ing that. We don't have the luxury to
assign officers to go into 80-90 estab-
lishments. That is not a viable pro-

gram because we do not have the
manpuu'er." Dwyer satd,

the entire vehicle and any i found there-
in without flrst obtainlng a warrant.”
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Lanigan marks 25 years
as Larkshire principal

By Loraine McClish
stelt writer \

EFORE MARCH Is out, Larkshire Ele-
mentary School will be aceredlted by the
North Central Assoclation as an elfec-
tive model school.

It wlll be the first clementary school In Farm:
Ington — and the second elementary school in the
state — to attain the distinetion.

“When that happens, [ am golng to ralse the
Nag here In eclebration,” said Al Lanigan, who ls
already celebrating Larkshire's 25th anniversary
year and his 25th year as princlpal of the school,

"1 hear a lot of people in the Grosse Palnte
schools are working for the accreditallon, but
they are running about a year behind me.”

“WIIEN THE school opened (in 1985), this was
a translent arca, We could lose up lo 150 kids
from the Fourth Friday count. We were a Chapter
1School, which means we were entitled to a lot of

people.

privileges for a low cconomlc area. About 10
years ago, we started to stablize. Now we're a
constant population, and we can expect a gain or
loss of about two to three kids.

“When I make a prediction about poputation
now, I am dead-on, and the populatlon that quali-
fled for Chapter 1 is dectining.’”

Lanlgan's entire adult carcer has been in the
Farmington school district. He and his wife, Bar-
bara, now a medla speciatist in Beechview Ele-
mentary, graduated from University of Detroit
together, They moved here in 1880 when he was &
teacher In Woodale Elementary School.
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RANDY DORST/stalf photographer
Al Lanigan, principal at Larkshire Elementary In Farmington Hlills, shares
a typical day with his students,




