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Ridley: Making it on adult humor

By Michello Michasl
spocial writar

When Mike Ridley performs, he
tends to keep a straight face. But
don't think his somber stare fools an

Ridley winds up a legiti-
American Pie, fans expect
an attitude check, one of the comedi-
an's off-color trademarks that usual.
ty leads inte a dirty ditty.

[n song, Rldley reveals his reason
for his special tove in “Rubber Doll*
and talks about baseball's foul play
and misfortuncs i “Ain't it a
Shame"” — singles that radio stations
WRIF and WDFX spin rugularly

He classifies his act as 'bar mate.
r1al,” adull humor that he performs
n locat pubs, colleges and comedy
clubs, including the Comedy Castle
in Royal Qak., owned by older
brother Mark.

“When I go to the Comedy Castle,
1 nJo clean stuff,” said Ridley, 37, In
's another stary.
"\nu get 99.9 percent of the peo-

ple gung ho and a couple walk out.”
sald Ridley, who would rather see
people offended by his material than
bored from it

Mlhough “Birth Control to Mayor
Young” and “Fairway to leaven”
are ather parodies often plucked
from his acoustic guitar, Ridley is
serious about stralght music.

“I'M MORE OF a musictan than a
comedian,” Ridley said,

Ridley is cutting his first albun
with R&A Records, a half live, half
studio recording. R & A is the same
label for Ridley's “Rubber Doll* and
“Ain’t it a Shame” singles.

Ridley said *“a lot of cemedy and a
Jot of songs that lend themselves
well 1o group participation” will be
recorded,

“The important thing about tlc
songs is that everybody gets in-
volved.” Local bars, The Four
Greenfields tn Royal Oak and Jock's
and Jill's in Trenton, are the live-
recording sits. The album’s expected
release date s May.

COMEDY CLUBS

His true thusical passion s
“tonguesin-eheek  country.”  Ridley
d his country has a jazz feel that
Itels Jimmy Buffeit without im-
ng him.

s cardinel sin ... to use
someone else's (naterial)” Ridley
sald.

The Northern Michigan University
graduate js slowly pursuing a mas-
ter's degree at Wayne State Univer-
sty in addition to finishing &
suspense drama novel,

Hidley taught physical

selections like Jitn Croce and James
Taylor.

“College crowds are so into the
hings now that I was inta," he satd.

Ridley waats to shift his act exclu-
sively 1o clubs and coleges, his lat
est college appearance was at Ouk-
lund University in Rochester.

“T don't want to do bars,” Ridley
said. “Bars have been my bread and
huuu - {but) elubs are casier on
yo

Bur work requires setting up and

in Walled Lake before dipping into
comedy ~ primarily in smabl hars in
northern Michigan.

“J always knew in the back of my
mind | wanted to give it a shol,” he
said. "I'd play just about anywhere
back then.”

NOW, HE ALSO caters to coilege
groups, on and off camjus, substitut-
ng Iyries for un alma mater shouted
{rom the crowd, often poking fun at
the school’s sterentype. Ridley also
takes requests, and is surprised at

tearing down and putting
up with sametunes four hours of a
smoked-filled environment, whereas
club acts are shorter with less or no
set up time,

Although Ridley is getling more
and more jobs in clubs and universi-
ties, including M

iniversity of Michi-
gan-Dearborn, he and his wife some-
ould dike to get away from it

Lel's

Here are some listings of come-
du clubs in our area. To let us
hnow whe is appearing at pour
club, send the information to:
Comedy Listings, Observer & Ec-
centric Newspapers, 36251
Schooleraft, Livonia 48150,

® Bea's Comedy Kitchen

Jef Brannan, Mark Still and Bruce
Phlllps will perform Friday-Satur-
day, Feb. 23-24, at Bea's Comedy
Kitchen, 541 Larned, Detroit. Show
times are 8:30 and 11 p.m. For infor-
mation, call 961-258),

@ Chaplain’s East
Wlille Tyler and Lester will per-
form along with David Klelo and

Mario Wednesday-Saturday, Feb. 21«
24, at Chaplain’s East, 34244 Grocs-

beck, Fraser. Show times are 8:30

pm. Wednesday and Thursday and
8:30 and 10:30 p.m. Friday and Sat-
urday. For infermation, call 792-
1902,

® Chaplin's West

‘Thea Vidale, along with John Can-
nell and Steve Mitebell, will perform
Tuesday-Saturday, Febh, 20-24, at
Chaplln's West, 16890 Telegraph,
south of Six Mile, Detroit, For infor-
mation, call 533-8865.

© Comedy Castle
Jim Carrey will perforin along
with JIl Washburn on  Tuesday

through Saturday, Feb. 20.24, at the
Cumedy Castle, 269 E. Fourth, Royal
0ak. For reservatians, call 542:9900.

© Mainstreet

Mlchael Casper will perform Fri-
day-Saturday. Feb. 2324, at Main-
street Comedy Showcase, 314 E. Lib-
erty, Ann Arbor. Show times are B:30
p-m. Wednesday and Thursday. 8:30
and 11 pam. Friday and 7, 9 and 11
p-m. Saturday. For information. call
996-9080.

© Joey's Livenia
Stunt Johnsar Theatre will per-
form along with Mark Still and suw

Plymouth, vast of Levan, Livonja.
Show times are 9 p.m. Thursday and
Friday and 8:30 and 10:30 p.m. Sat-
urday. For rescrvations. call 261~
0555,

@ Joey's Allen Park

Darwln Hines will perform along
with Steve Bllnetzer and Stacey De-
Four Wednesdoy-Saturday, Feb, 21-
24, at Joey's Comedy Club and
Sports Emporium, Southficld Road,
Allen Park. Show timnes are 8:30 p.m.
Wednesday and Thursday and 8 and
10:30 p.m. Friday and Saturday. For
information, call 382.7041.

© Holly Hotel

Harry Milkee will perforin along
with Jennle MeNulty and Mare San.
ford witt perform Thursday through
Saturday, Feb. 22-24, at Holly Hotel,
110 Battle Alley, Holly Show tumes
are 8:30 p.m. Thursd.n and 8:30 and
10:30 p.m. Friday and Saturday. For
Information, call 634-1891.

© Looney Bin Too

Tim LUy will perform on Friday
and Saturday, Feb. 23.24, at Fhe
Roxy Looney Bin Too, 11175 Hag.
gerty. Belleville. For rescrvations,
call 699-1828.

Brewer Wi
21-24, at Joey's Cameﬂy Cluh 35071
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5 Singlos of Couples

Mike Ridley
classities  his
act as ‘bar ma-
terial,” aduit
humor that he
pertorms in jo-
cal pubs, cal-
leges and
comedy clubs,
including the
Comedy Coas-
tle in Royal
Oak, owned by
older brother
Mark.
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CALL US AND GO DANCING
BLOUMFIELD HILLS » ROYAL OAK

338 6390 - 548-4770

WHAT’S THE

SCORE?
CHECK THE LOCAL SFOATS -
| SCENE IN TODAY'S EDITION

SHave vou visited Showease Cinensas where munu.ouu. l‘s.\nmm an event?
\nnr choive of 14 major mation pictures, i
rocking chair Jounger seats, State of the an Dnllﬂ\ Stereo \ound System and
70mm Projection, Actes of Free Lighted arking, Courteous staff, and a
Spacious Lablsw and Are Gallery, all for the ultimate in cinema-

gaoing enjoyment! We would ke to offer a Special
opportunity to you and a friend to enjoy your
choice of film at the new multiplex as our guests.
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fc\\'-\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\‘\\\\'\\\\\S 53\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\5‘
howcase Cmemas

Auburn Hllls

2150 North Opdyke Road, Just South of Wakon Boulevard & Um\'cmty Drive. -
On the site of the former Blue Sky Drivesdn 24 Hour Phone 313.373-2660 -
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