2 grand

By Put Muipny
stott wiitor

d County Prosceator
has he circait caurt Judges
to apjrove twa geand juctes te sl
mltanvonsly  probe  drog-related
crime and unsolved surdets.

Calling the u.md jury “devasta
ingly effeet Prosecutor Rie
ard Thompson Wednesday  fited
petitions asking judges to extend
the exasting Bt jury uitdd it can
vonclude  enguing  nvestigations
and to empinel a new ohe ter sIX
munths

The Qaxl;
Ked

The petition tor a new grand jury
must be approved by o majority of
Qukland's 14 cireuit judges, while
the extension of the existing panel
will be reviewed by ats supervising
Judge, Robert C. Andetson

The Judges are expected to act
on the iequests within the next
week or e, Thompsen said at a
Jiress confer ence Wednesda!
¢ praseeutor said the
.,r.md 1

Ly

reond
wuld be emparcled as
> next omonth, if judges
.-;,m.- with his petition and act ay
swiftly an they did kst sumsmer
when he pru]mul the grand jusy
probe.

hax L’DHI[)IID(] sinee  heing em-
pancled Sept. 6.

dicted bave
ave, humey
er, been bound over to circuit
courl, e suld

“The gend jury has indicted
aver 30 imlividuals, including four
for murder,” Thompson said It

Prosecutor asks
judges to install

juries

alse indicted key figures in “two
magor drug rings which bad been
operating with fmpunity in Oak-
land Coumy for several years,

“Twenty-lwo of those indicted
face mandatory life in prison,”
Thomwpson  said. “These  indict-
ments have also ded to forfeiture of
assets of over $1 5 million.”

Two people have been cited for

By Pat Murphy
stalf writer

Prosccutars within the Oakland
County Grand Jury have an addi-
tiunal set of rules under which to op-
erate 1o guard against abuses, ac-
cording to the prosceutor who initi-
ated the probe almost six months
age

“Those rules are designed to guar-
antee constitutivnal rights and avoid
abuses,”  Richard Thompson said
Tuesday during a meeting of the Bir-
tingham Republican Women's Club
at the Kingsley Inn.

Thompson's address was one day
before the nrosccular called a press
if he would

peejury becsuse of their tes
before the grand jury, he said.

The xey to the success of the
grand juty has been the tremen-
;Juu‘ couperation from county po-
1ee @

BeIR 1o the grand jury is effective,
they are referring more cases to it.
The grand jury has 17 members
who Thompson said are facing
“burn owt” from vverswurk,
“Initially they met one day every
1wo weeks,” Thompson said, *Now
they meet three tines every two
weeks stines from 8:30 a.m
Wi pm

He sird they had taken testunony
frum (nute thun 140 witnesses,
with ulhers expected to be ciued
for ongoing investigations.

THOMPSON COMMENDED
wiembers of the yrand jury, sayi
sume had made tremendous per-
tonal or business sacrifices. Some
are  self-employed  while  ulbiers

work for companies and are ex-
pected to take off work.
Each juror Is paid $15 per day.
"We cannet in good conscience
he
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Stenls ial swived, with or without bi
cushune or hemp set, some that tuck richt under your
counter ana some that even fold
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over 25 styles in stock
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ck. plush

N2& Northe Maln, Dowestoret Rochester, 652-1080, Open Sundays 12-4

allow the granu Jury to dissolve, seek
a six-month extension or call far a
new grand jury.

‘The grand jury first met Sept. 6 at
the request of the prosecutor to in-
vestigate the “illegat drug delivery
network™ and unsolved murders,
Since then, the grand jury has re-
terned 30 indictnents, including four
{or murder,

Two witnesses have been charged
with perjucy {or testimony given be-
fore the grand jury. Thompson said.

This is the first citizens grand jury
in Oakland County In 17 years.

Thompson called lhe grand jury a

“devastating i y weapon”

Thursday. Fubruisty 22. 1490 O&

(0)33A

Success story
GOP women hear county grand jury feats -

How’s this for a complitnentary
introductlon?

When introducing Oakland Coun-
ty Prosecutor Richard Thotnpsun
progeam  chairperson Chris Bur
nard Tuesday told the Birtnngham
Republican Women's Club the usu-
al informations

‘Thompsan attended the Umver st
ty of Michigan, graduated froe the

Now that’s a compliment!

Wayne State  Umiversity  Law
School and served as chie! assiste
ant prusecutor to L. Brooks Patter-
son for 16 years before beng clect-
vid prosecutor 1 1988

Then Butaara added a tlattering
note: “He (Thompsun) was my hus.
band's atterney duting our divorce.
i1 D b he st be o seadly
good pessun,

ing 15 people in the Pontiac area, in-
dicied Jan, 30, the other involving
nine people in the Troy area, indict
cd Dec. 18.

ANl of the defendants have been
arrested but not yet brought 1o trial,

Although there have not been any
convictions, Thompson saig the in-
dictments and arrests were major
cvents In the war on drugs.

“We could not have gatten these
arrests without the grand jury,” he
said. “In both cases police knew
about the drug operations but could
not get enough evidence to obtain ar
test warrants.”

The grand jury made a difference,
he said. because it could compel un

Ilve witnesses to testity, ut

tig
against drug lramcklng

THE PROSECUTOR sald he was
particularily encouraged by tndict-
ments handed down Involving two
narcotics operations — one Involv-

face possible jatl sentences for con-
tempt,

Witnesses who previously refused
to testify, gave important wforsie
tion once they were given tmiuntty
or threatened with the possibility of

porg to Jul fur contenip, Thumpson
said.
Thotipsun said the concept of the
grand jury has deep roots in English
law, ddisting back 10 abuut the yeas
1166.
But history also detmonstrated a
conceen that calling & grand jury be-
stowed too much power te the pro-
secutor, Thampson acknowledged

That's why Qukland circont judges

who OK'd the grand jury and

aust ol approve any exiension -
were injtially cautious, Thompson
said

T, o, was aware of the potential
for wbuse, he saig. Aud | knew it §
wivtated o abuse, the judges
Aould tahe u this toa)

SOME TYPICAL abuses of the
grand jury, Thompson said, are a
prosecutor browbeating a witness, or
exuting unduce anflueace on the
Brand jurs  jusl tu run the nunbers
o wdictiacats) up.”

To guard against abuses, Thomp-
son said he drafted 20 guidelines
calling for assistant prvsecuwrs to
conduct themselves with “self-re-
straint, a sense of fairness and the
highest professionallsm . . . and re:
frain from Inflarnmatory slaluncnb
or arguments" that would influence
the grand jury’s action.

He nuted that assistant plustcnwr
aho present cases to the grand jury
1ust subsequently handle the case in
court, '

“That's like muking somebody
pack their own parachute,” he said.
“1{ an assistant presecutor knows he
(or shey must handle the case.” he or
{ur she) is tnore likely to make sure
constitutiona) rights are guaranteed
«nd the case is founded on sound
law.

Thompson urged members of the
audience {about 35) 10 discuss the
benefits of the grand jury with their
friends and neighbors and to suppory
it whenever possible.

Heart group
seeks help

Volunteers of all ages are nevded
for the Oakland County division of
the American Heart A'isocmliun of
Michigan.

Responsibilities and hours are
varied. For more information; call
§57-0416.

GREAT RUGS or WINTER

Save 33-40%

on This Entire Collection

of Warm, All Wool, Oriental Rugs g

Two Ways to Save at Hagopian - First save
33 to 40% on this great collection of warm, all
wool Oriental rugs. Second, use our 12 Months
Same as Cash Program® and get instant ciedut
of up to $5,000 and 12 months of interest free
payments. That means you ¢an enjoy your iuy,
this winter, and not pay it off until next.

Birmingham « 1835 S, Woodward
just north of 14 Mile) - Call 646-RUGS

HOURS:

Mon, Tues, Weds 10-6

Thurs, FA 10-9 » 5at 10-5 ¢ Sun 12 -5

o 12 Months Same as Cash*

Now isthetime o warmup your home, withan
Oriental rug from Hagopian. Qur Great Rugs
ot Winter Collection is from our wonderful
wventory of personally selected, beautiful
yuality Oriental rugs. These rugs are sure to
impress and warm you up this winter. Come
see for yourself. Ofter ends Feb 25, 1990.

*With approved credit on purchases ot $1,000 of more, 1/4 down payment required.
The Onginal Since 1030

WORLD OF RUGS

Ann Arbor s 3410 Washtenaw
Gwest of Arborland) - Call 973-RUGS

HOURS: Tues, Weds, Fri 10-6 A
Thurs 10-9 « Sat 10- 5 * Closed Sun, Mon -
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