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ARY LOU ANDERSON
o much faith that

ents were going to

buy her book 1o help
hem teach Weir children some old
fashioned manuers that she put

‘Manners for Moppets’
She writes and teaches to bring back the social courtesies

$4,000 on her Masters charge card so
she could publish it herself,

“'still have faith, but I also have
an upsel stemach,” the Farmington
Hilts woman joked. “But jt will work
out wetl, Tknow it.”

Anderson sald it doesn’t lake
much more than a casual ebservance
ta realize that today's children don't

RANDY BORST/statt pholographor

Mary Lou Anderson helps bring back the social niceties with
her manners classes for youngslers, and now a book, “Man-

ners lor Moppets,”

know many of the social courtesies,
particularty at the table, and she
cites televislon shuws as the culprit,

"1 saw a child pick up a plece of
French 1oast with his hands on "The
Wonder Years' and that's a pretty
decent show,” she sald. “At the other
end of the spectrum js ‘Roseann’ and
a lew examples from that show I
could cite were abominable.

“Watch children al the table, at a
banquet, at a party, In a restaurant.
They've just not been taught how to
behave themselves.

“Knowing good manners is golng
to make that child feel comfortable
— cven if he's catlng an artichoke.
Good manners says ‘1 like you' to
those around them. Children with
good manners are welcome wherev-
er they go.”

ANDERSON HAS secveral good
reasons o keep the faith that the last
generation which learned good man-
ners has not come and gone, and {hat
her book, “Manners for Mappets,”
witl be bought by the mothers of to-
day's children.

1 tested It out on a group of doc-
tors' wives while we were all at a
cariliology conference. We don't
have fashion shows or card games.
We arrange psychological programs
or programs on current events for
aursclves and try our ldeas out on
one another.

*1 showed themn eight of my pages
and gave them the general Idea of
what 1 was trying to do. They were
all enthusiastic about It and encour-
aged me to go on with it,” she said.

‘The next step in golng on with her
idea stemmed from an advertise-
ment in the Obscrver & Eccentric
Newspapers.

“I answered an ad from the com-
munity cducation department in
Llvonia,” she said. “The ad asked for
you to share whatever talents you
had by heading up a class,

"I wrote back that T could teach
watercolor, or oll painting, or a class
for children In maoners, They
jumped at the idea of a manners
ctass. They had never had anything
like it before.”

‘The cight session class has been
given several times now and at last
report had a waiting list far the next
class toslart.

1, 3READ KNIFE
2. BREAD & BUTTER '
PLATE - . .. . %°

3. HAPKIN

4. SALAD FORK

S0UP SPOOH
HILK GLASS
" UATER GLASS
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A page out of “Manners for Moppels" shows youngsiers a proper table setling,

Anderson deseribed [t as a fun
class, where the students learned the
gamui from the correet way toscta
table to how to use an egg cup.

“Most of them never saw an CEg
cup before. The next time they vislt
Capada or Europe they'll be ready,”
she said.

ANDERSON, who did all of the
illustrations as well as the writing
for her book, has taught watercolor
classes for Farmington Community
Educatlon. Early In February she
began her fiest “Manners for Mop-
pets™ class here for the 4-10 year old
set.

Students in class get much the
same instructlons as In the book and
come away knowing what to do wilh
their hands, clbows, used napkins
and silverware; how to make the
cook happy; how to correctly eat
soups, spaghetti and salads; how to
pass dishes and another dozen or so
amenttles o make them and thelr
fellow diners com(ortable.

Anderson sald the only trouble she
had with the book was getting it pub-
lished,

“I couldn’t get a publisher becavse
1 never had anything published be-
fore — a Catch 22 I had heard about

‘Most of them never saw an egg cup
before. The next time they visit
Canada or Europe they'll be ready.’

—Mary Lou Anderson

before 1 even started this,” she said.

“I could not get a Joan because |
had ne collateral in my own name
and no wark experience. If I wanted
to do thls on my own without being
under my husabnd’s umbrella, this is
what I had to do.

“If T ever get the $4,000 patd off |
think I'll write a sequal Manners in
the Business Place.”

“MANNERS FOR Mappets™ sells
for $8.95 and is available in Lord &
Taylor's restaurant, The Cafe, In i2
Oaks Mall; In Little Professors on
Unien Lake Road in Unjon Lake; in
Border's Books in Novi and in An-
nic's Book Stop in Simsbury Plaza,
Farmington Road and 14 Mile.

Tea parties for youngsters are
being planned now to be given in the
spring in Annic's,

“These will be exercises in man-
ners at the table beginning with the
courtesy of arriving on time, and
greeting the guests at the door," she
said.
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is backbone
of singles club
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ARMINGTON Single Profes-
E‘ sionals will celebrate their

fourth anniversary during

their regular last-Friday-
of-the-month Single Mingle In Livo-
nia

Ve never dreamed we'd get this

" said Barbara Ott, chairwoman
fur the group that grew from one
idea ang a handful of singles to about

“Technically The Community Center
is still eur spansor., Qur base of oper-
ations s stlll in Farmington. But
we've just outgrown the center. Last
month we had to go Into Novl for our
Slagle Mingle and this month we're
golng 10 be In Livonia,”

‘The Anniversary Mingle runs 7-11
p.a. Friday, Feb. 23, In the new Eme
bassy Suites Hotel, cast of 1-275 on
the north slde of Seven Mile Road,
Adenisslon Is $5 for non-members,

“At the regular Single Mingles we
can expeet 60-70 to show up.” Oit
sald. “About half of those people will
be newcomers and there will be
ahbout 10 of us from the steering
connittes to break the lee and let
thein know who we are, what we are,
what we have to offer, what we are
all about, what we do and how we do
i

"What Farmingion Single Profes-
sionals seem to be doing is pleasing
most of the people alt of the time,

with a format that prownoles activi-
ties and soclalizatlon among people
of common inferests.

"If there Is another group like us
in the metro area we sure don't
know where they are,” Ott sald.

FARMINGTON Single Profession-
als are led by a 10-person steering
commiltiee who arrange for about
15-20 dlffcrent  actlvitles every
month. The commiltee sets the agen-
da, organizes the events, makes the
reservatlons, takes the reservations,
lists them all in a newslelter, keeps
the mailing list up to date and gets
the newsletter out.

“Dlnners at different places —
fram Key Largo {0 Mexican Village
— are popular. We've got a cham-
pagne brunch coming up at the Top
of the Ponch we can expect wiil
bring a lot of people. Cross country
and downhlll skiing are blg right
now,” Ott sald. 1

“There arc always sports listed
cvery month — sports you can par-
Uelpate n llke bowling or the Tups-
day night Wallyball — or sports
cvents for the speclator. There are
always cultural things — movles,
concerts. And the committee always
tries for something different. Some-
time in the spring we're organizing 8
Night Hike in Heritoge Park."”

The steering commitice is not nec-
cssarlly inicrested In  arvanging
something thal ts golng to be popular
with everybody,

endar

"We've had some events that have
brought out 100 people and some
that have only attracted 10-15, You
are going to get (o know other people
a lot faster when you are in a group
of 10 than If you are In a group of
100,” Ott said. “If 10 people sign up,
that's OK. Our purpose Is to bring to-
gether people of common Interests,

“‘J think a lot of our success has to
4o with no matter what you attend
there is golng to be new people there
{for you (o meet and there are going
(0 be old famlllar faces there to
make you fecl comfortable.”

BETTY PAINE, a former execu-
tive dlrector of the center, concelved
the dea of a club for singles that
would gencrate friendships through
partlclpatlon in common activities.

The club would serve a purpose
for its members not offered else-
where; it would bring people In the
25-40 age range Into the center; and
the room rental would be a plus for
the center’s operating budge.

Paine got the group off the ground
as a fund-raiser for the center, bul
the group works on a break-even ba-

sls. |

"We ask $25 a year ducs,” Olt
sald.; “After refreshments, postoge,
printing, the phone bills, the rental,
we break even and that's that."

Oit was raised In Farmington
Townshlp and sald she was attracted
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