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Thuraday, February 22, 1090

8y Susan Buck
staft wrilor

Farmington c¢ity officlals ptan to
spend $9,000 to hire a public rela-
tions flrm to create a public infor-
mation program for an $11.2 millton
sewer separation project already ap-
proved by the councll,

In additlon, the city would spend
nbout $4,000 in printing and malling

ty If three direct mall pleces are

The campaign relates to a speclal

4 May 22 bond electlon, approved by

the counctl Monday pending approv-
al from the county clections com-
mission. The project is expected to
cost every houschold more than $100
a year..

Council members were divided
durlng thelr dlscusslon concerning
contracting with Marketing Commu-

= nlcations Counsel Inc., a Farmington

Hills flrm. The 9 ycnr—old company

- also is Involved in a similar project
for Lathrup Village,

In the end, though, a motion Mon-

+ day by council member William
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Hartsock te authorize the marketing
proposal with a cap at $9,000 was
approved by council with a no vote
from Richard Tupper.

"It Is our belief that this comull-
ant would not have to begln from
scratch In learning about the prob-
lem and the sotutions pertalning to
combined sewcr overflows, as they
are already well-acquainted with the
{ssuc," sald city manager Robert
Deadman.

Marketing Communlcatlons Coun-
sel consultant Ron Baker prepared a
proposal for council’s conslderation.
He dlvided the work Into several
classifications:

o Planning and Counscling —
create a timellne schedule and as-
slgnments, $800,

® Outreach — counseling on an
“as nceded" basis, Including out-
reach presentatlon ‘counsellng at an
estimated 20 hours at $80 an hour,

® Media Relations — fact sheet
and background materlal, $800; edi-
tortal meetings, $240; and publle ser-
vices announcements, $240.

@ Citlzens’ Ed I Litera-

ture — a four-panel newsletter/
masthead/logo,  design/wrlte/edit,
not inctuding printing, $2,800,

® Video script wrlte/edit
script and counsel for presentation,
$1,00

@ Slide pr -~ create

tion to [t." Tupper said he would be
more comfortable wlith a $5,000
budget figure.

Hartsock said the city would be
remiss not to educate its residents,

' and would be wrong to assume that

and deslgn slide presentatlon of 25
slides. Does not Include mechanical
creation of slides.

@ Dircet mail literature — write
two Jetters to be sent to Farmington
cltizens, not including printing,
$1,000.

THE VIDEO script and slide prep-
aratfon may not be necessary be-
cause the city may have its own re-
sources in this area, Deadman said.

“However, until we begin recelv-
ing publlc Input on the Issue it is dif-
ficult to evaluate how much effort
will need to be put forth. Another
thing I would nat [lke to have happen
Is a five percent turnout,” he added.

But Tupper questioned the neces-
sity of the marketing program: “I
have not talked to anyone In thls

yet who has any objec-

ond proposal

to go to voters

Conllaued from Page 1

offered to provide the money neces-
sary to construct the project at an
interest rate of 2 pereent based on a
20.year maturity schedule, Dead-
man said In a memo.

Milter, Canfleld, Paddock and
Stone, the clty's bond attorneys, have
developed a debt service schedule
that beging with interest only pay-
ments dorlng construction and with
interest and principal payments be-
ginnlng In the 1991-32 budget year.

THERE ARE two methods to
raise the revenues to meet the re-
qulrements of the bond maturity
schedule, according to Deadman.

One of the methods would be to
raise the sewer rates in an amount
sufflcient to meet the required pay-
ments and reserves.

The second method would be to
receive voter approval on a general
obligatien bond Issue, In this method,
the local property tax rate would be

adusted In an amount sufficlent to
meet the bond payment requlre-
ments.

Based or an analysts of estimated
sewer usage in Farmington, the clty
has determined that it will take a
sewer rate Increase of $1.41 per
1,000 galtons of water used to meet
the bond payment requirements,

“If general obligation property
taxes were used to meet the bond
payment requirement we estimte
that the local tax rate requirement
would be 2.8 mill,” Deadman said in
amemo.

“This rate would dectlne In the fu-
turc as property values increase.”

THE PROS ol each system vary
depending on  Individual circum-
stances of the rate payer, Deadman
sald,

Under the system of Increased
sewer rates, customers would pay a
rale based on water used. Therefore,
those who used more water would
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wlll come to the ballot box
and know specifically that they are
going to be taxed one way or another
and the benefits " of snlncllng onc
method over anather.

“Let’s keep In mind that we are
talking about a $12 million project
and we are nickel umf diming this
thing,” Hartsock sald. “Thls is ludi-
crous. We have no idea what the sup-
port for this project Is.”

Hartsock sald the price could be
monltored.

Deadman agreed with Hartsock

Public relations firm will pitch sewer project

Ballot language for the May 22
speclal election for the Farmington
sewer [mprovement project will
read:

“Shall the City of Farmington,
County of Oakland, Michigan,
borrow the principal amount of
not to exceed Twelve Million
Dollars ($12,000,000) and issue

Ballot language set

the cost of acquiring and con-
structing improvements to the
City's sewage disposal system
consisting generally of an ap-
proximately 3.2 million gellon
retention facility, new sanitury
and storm sewer lines, and re.
pair and upgrade of existing
sanitary lines and  existing
sewerage pump stations in the
city of Farmington together

its general
tax bonds therefor, for the pur-
pose of paying all or a part of

with all appur and at-
tachments reasonably neces-
sary therefor?”

that not everyone in the
tully understands the scope of the
project. Both Deadman and Mayor
Shirley Richardson vicw local news.
paper coverage as only accomplish-
Ing part of the job to inform because
not cveryone subscrlbes to the
Farmington Obscrver.

Richardson wants a scaled-down

public relations project and ques-
tioned both the cost of malling two
letters and why city staff could not
write lts own letters.

Consultant Norma Ragland, who
spoke at Monday's meeting, sald that
the marketing flrm is flexlble.

Council member JeAnae McShane
asked f there could be a compro-
mise on costs and guestloncd the
need to create another logo.

Council member Ralph Yoder sug-
gested that the firm's promotional
costs not exceed $9.080,

Robert Dead

clty
(rlghl) and public services dire!
take a look at the site where o

Ion underground retention tank will be built as

have higher costs.

Under the property tax method,
those who had higher value proper-
ties would pay higher costs.

‘The benefit of the property tax
system, according to Peadman, is
that for taxpayers who ltemlze their
federal income tax deduction, prop-
erty tax Is an allowable deduction

ctor Earl Billlng
3.2-milllon-gal-
Grand River.

whereas sewer rate charges are not
deductible.

IN REVIEWING per usage by
class of property — resldential,com-
mercial and Indusirial ~— there ap-
pears to be a close correlatinn be-
Lween propcrly values by class and
water usage, he sald. -

Therefore either method, increas-

RANDY BORS (/81aft photographor

part of the city’s $11.2 million sewer project.
The land is on the north side o! Nine Mile
Road's dirt section belween Freedom and

Ing the sewer rates or property tax-
es, appears to distribute fairly the
cost of proposed improvements, he
said.

Although the project Is estimated
to cost $11.2 miltlon, the clty is re-
questing $12 million to allaw flexi-
bilily, Deadman sald.

“I1 thoy. say no on this, the other is
automatic.”
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